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| | JuLy 1. On Time, and Eternity. 4 


C ONSIDER firft, how precious æ thing time is, Iv 
which we are ſo apt to ſquander away, as if it A 
were of no value. Time is the meaſure of our lives: - vi 


A. 


therefore as much as we loſe of our time, ſo much of 
| our hves 1s abſolutely loſt. All our time is given us, 
nin order to our emproying it in the ſervice of our 
maker, and by that means ſecuring to our fouls a hap 
eternity; zud there is not one moment of it, in . 
we may not labour for an eternity; and in which we 
may not ſtore up for ourſelves a treaſure for an eter- 
nity: ſo that, as many as we loſe of theſe precious 
| moments, they are ſo many loſt eternities. Our time 
4 | is a talent, with which God has entruſted us; and of 
7 which he will one day demand of us a ſtrict account, 
i how we have ſpent every hour of it. Our ſalvation, 
| er damnation for eternity, will depend upon the good 
| or bad uſe of our time. Ah! how little r we think of 
| YoL III. 3 this 7 
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MEDITATIONS FOR 


this? How little do we think of the ſins we are daily 


guilty of, in ſquandering away ſo much of this pre- 
ions time! | | 

Conſider 2dly, how ſhort is the whole time of this 
mortal life: a mere nothing compared with eternity: 
and how very quickly it paſſes away, When paſt, it is 
gone; it is no more, it leaves no footſteps behind it, 
Time to come is not ours: we cannot promiſe ourſelves 
one moment of it. The preſent time is all we can call 
our on: and God only knows how long it will be fo. 
It flies away in an inſtant; and when once it is gone, 
t cannot be called hack. Our hours, one after another, 
all poſt away with precipitate haſte, into the vaſt gulph 
of eternity, and are ſwallowed up there, and then ap- 
pear no more. The very moment, in which we are 
reading this line, 1s juſt paſling,. never, never more ta 
return. And as many of theſe hours, as many of theſe 
moments, as are once Joſt, are loſt far ever; the loſs is 
irrenarable. Learn hence, O my ſoul, to ſet a juſt va- 
ue upon the prefent time: learn to huſband it well, 
and emplay it all to the beſt advantage, | 

Confider 40% that as all time is ſhort, and paſſes 
quickly away; fo all the temporal enjoyments, of the 
honours, riches, and pleaſures of this world, are of the 
like condition, they all paſs away with time: they are 
all tranſitory, uncertain, and incanflant. Only — 
and the goods or evils, which it comprizes, are truly 
great; as being wathout end, without change, without, 
compariſon; admitting of no mixture of evil in its 
goods; nor any allay of comfort in its evils, O, how 
guickly does 4 glory of this warld paſs _ How 
very ſoon will all temporal grandeur, all worldly pride 


and ſtate, all the riches and pleaſures of worldlings, be 


buried in the coffin! A few ſhort s are more than 
any one can romiſe himſelf ; And after that, poor ſin- 
ner, what will become of thee? Alas! the worms will 
prey upon · thy body; and mercileſi devils an thy un- 
repenting ſoul! Thy warldly friends will all forget thee; 
The very ſtones, on which thou haſt got thy name en- 
graved, will got long out- liye thec. O how true is that 
| ſemence: 


9 
fentence: vamty of vamtits, and all ; is vanity but to love 
Cod and to ſerve him alone! Kempis 

Conclude to make ſuch uſe of t ts preſent time, and of 
all temporary things, as to make them 1 thy 
foul in her journey towards eternity. But take care not 
to let thy heart cleave to them, by any diſorderly alfec · 


tion, leſt thou be entangled 1 in them, an periſh watts 
them. 


Jury 2. On the wijitation of the liga Virgin. 
tans firſt, how the Bleſſed Virgin, having 
| now conceived in her womb the Son of God; an 

having learnt from the Angel Gabriel that her kinſs 
x _—_— St. Elizabeth had alſo, by a miracle, conceived 
à ſon, in her old age; makes haſte to viſit her: and be- 
ing now full of God herſelf, carries her treaſure with 
her to the houſe of Zachary; to impart, out of the 
abundance of it, grace and fanttity, both to the mother, 
and to the ſon. See, my foul, how the Som of God in- 
carnate for us, whilſt he is yet in his mother's womb; 


EVERY DAY IN TRE YEAH. 


begins to communicate his es, not only to his 


Bleſſed Mother herſelf, by her ſoul dai 
more and more to a greater falneſs —_— ce; but allo 
to John Baptiſt his forerunner, (by ſanctifying him be- 
fore he is born,) and to holy St. Elizaberhy "oy filling 
her with the Holy Ghoſt; — making his Ble 
Wy ren of theſe 8 Give * 7 
Goſpel (Luke i &c. in the 
days, went — the hei — with i 67% 5 & city 
Juda. And ſhe entered into the houſe of Zarhary, and 
ſaluted Elizabeth. And it Fo 2 5 3 Eltzas 
beth heard the fr of Mur in het x 
wom#; and Elizabeth was SIE oft 
and ſhe cried out with & lou 95 ſerch Blffed art 


thou among women, and bleſſed is the womb. 
And whence is this to me; ee] Zord 


frawid come to me benviil us ſuun vuice 

/alutation — — ears, . 2 a of hy 
leaped for oy. And es they es Mat Rare 
beeauje thiſe thing s eee — N 
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to thee by the Lord, Gc.“ This viſitation, ſo full of myſ- 
teries, and the ſource of many extraordinary graces, is 
honoured, by the church, in the feſtival of this day. 

. Confider 2dly more in particular the wonders of this 
day's viſit. See how at the firſt voice of the mother of 
God, by the all-powerful grace of him whom ſhe bears 


in her womb, the Baptiſt is immediately cleanſed from 


original ſin: ſee how he is juſtified, and ſanctiſied in 
his mother's womb: See how the uſe of reaſon 1s ad- 
vanced in him; and how in that darkſome priſon, he is 


made ſenſible of the preſence of the true light, which 


enlighteneth every man that cometh into this world :- See 
with what ardour of devotion and love he is carried to- 
wards his Lord, and his ſovereign Good; and leaps for 
Joy, at his preſence; longing as it were to break forth 
from his confinement, and to go before him, and publiſh 


aloud to all the world; Behold the Lamb of God! Behoid 


him who taketh away the fin of the world! John i. 29. 
But ſee alſo the wonderful lights, and extraordinary 
graces, that are communicated to St. Elizabeth, by this 
Viſitation: ſee how ſhe is filled with the Holy Ghoſt: 
ſee in how clear a manner, the great myſtery of the in- 
carnation of the Son of God, with all its conſequences 
and fruits, is revealed to her: what a ſenſe ſhe has of 
the high dignity of the Virgin Mother of God; and 
with what ardour of devotion ſhe pabliſhes aloud the ſen- 
timents of her ſoul; and glorifies both the Son, and 
the Mother: acknowledging herſelf infinitely unworth 

of ſo great a favour, as - of a vifit from them, Bleſs 
thy Lord, my ſoul, for all theſe wonders of his grace; 
and learn with what ſentiments of devotion; with whaf 
faith; with what hope; with what love; with what hu- 
mility; thou oughteſt to draw near to this ſame Lord, 
on our altars, lying hid in the ſacred myſteries. Learn 
alſo what extraordinary graces may be drawn from this 
inexhauſtible ſource of all grace: as alſo how great the 
benefit is of his viſiting mankind, by his being made fleſh, 
and dwelling amongſt us: and how powerful andeffteQtual 


is the interceſſion of his Bleſſed Mother, for the procur- 


_ 
> 2 


Co 


* 


ing from him the greateſt bleſſings to Chriſtian ſouls. 
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Conſider gdly, how the fout of the Virgin Mother 
was affected upon this oceafiom, She bas expreſſed the 
ſentiments of _ = _ 8 we canticle — 
then pronounced. My /oul, fait magnfy the 
Hob "an my ſpurit hath rejoiced in God 7 e, 
Becauſe he hath regarded the iumility of hits handmatd : 
for behold from henceforth all generations ſhalt call me 
 blefſed. For he that ig mighty hath done greut things td: 
me, and holy is las name, &. See, my ſoul, in theſe 
words, as well as in all the reſt of that divine canticle; 
te wonderful ſenſe this Bleſſed Virgin had of the inh- 
nite goodneſs and mercy of God, in the great work of 
the incarnation of his Son; her execeding great joy in 
God, joined with love and praiſe on that occaſion; hey 
gratitude, for her having been freely choſen by the di- 
vine bounty to be the happy inſtrument of God, in ef- 
fecting that admirable work: and her moſt profound hu- 
mility, in aſcribing nothing at alt to herſelf; but givm 
all the glory to God; and admiring his wonderful way's, 
in chooſing for ſo great a work, to weak, ſo mean, i 
lowly an inftrument, as ſhe eſteemed herſelf Learn, 
O my ſoul, to imitate. theſe her ſentiments, 
Conclude to give thanks to our Lord, for- all has 

wonders, wrought at this viſitation; and for the many 
viſits, with which he fo frequently favours thee, B 
ware leſt any want of correſpondence of thy part, de- 
prive thee of thy ſhare in the great bleſſings and graces 
which he uſually imparts to ſuch ſouls, as give proper 
entertainment to his divine viſits, 


Jury g. On the good employment of lime. 

ONSIDER firſt, how great. a treaſure ie is, 
when well e Every hour of it is of far 
greater value than all che kingdoms of the earth! hes 
| cauſe in every hour of it, if well employed, we may 
— an eternal kingdom in heaven: but all the 
ingdoms of the earth put together, are not able to 
—— for the dying ſikner, one hour of time, in 
is greateſt want of it, Al it is then, that finners wil 
begin to de convinced of the value of bie; and of the * 
313 inf 
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infinite importance of employing it well; when they 
ſhall ſee themſelves upon the brink of eternity, and 
when there ſhall be no more time for them. Bus O! 
what would not the damned in hell give for one of 
theſe hours? And how well would they employ it, if it 
could be allowed them? But alas! they would not 
work, whilſt the time-was; whilſt they had the day-light 


beforethem: and now the diſmal and eternal night hasover- 


taken them, in which there is no time to work; and in 
which they ſhall with a bitter, but fruitleſs repentance, 
eternally condemn their paſt folly and er, in miſ- 
employing and ſquanderiug away, during life, ſo much 
precious time... 5 Chriſtians, let us learn to be wiſe at 
their expence. 


Conſider 2dly, tlie ſtrict obligation, incumbent upon 


us all, of employing our whole time to the beſt advan- 
tage. Our time is not our own: it belongs to our ma- 
ket, it is lent us by our Lord and maſter. The ſervant 

zs ſtrictly bound to employ his time, in the ſervice of 


his maſter : he is both an idle and a wicked ſervant, if 
being hired to work, he ſpends his time in play. What 


then muſt we think of ourſelves, if being made, and 
Tent into this world, by our great maſter, for nothing 
elſe, but to ſpend the ſhort time of our mortal life in 
ſerving him, and doing his will, we ſquander it all away 
in empty amuſements, worldly diverſions, and vanities; 
or in doing our own will, rather than his? Ah! Chriſ- 
tians, decerve not yourfelves: ſuch a crying injuſtice as 
this calls to heaven for vengeance; the waſting and de- 
Aroying ſo much of your maſters precious time, (more 
precious by far than all the goods of the world) will ne- 
ver paſs unpuniſhed. If you are to be accountable for 
every idle word, how much more for every idle hour? 
O! reſlect how much it coft your dear Redeemer to 
Purchaſe for you this time. By fin you had forfeited 
your life, and conſequently your time, and incurred the 
guilt of a double death: and whatſoever time God has 
allowed you, ſince your fin, has been.purchaſed for 
you by the blood of Chriſt, in order to your repent- 
ance; and a new life. It has coſt him an infinite price; 
it belongs to him; tlie alienating it {rom him is g rob- 

| key; 
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bery; it is a ſacrilege: it is perverting to your greater 
70> — what 1 for — — 

Confider gdly, the immenſe treaſures of grace, and 
the everlaſting glory, that may be continually ſtored up, 
by a good employment of time. There is not one mo- 
ment of all the time of this mortal life, in which, 
if well employed, we may not purchaſe a new degree 
of eternal bliſs, now every new degree of eter- 
nal bliſs, is ſomething infinitely more precious, and 
more deſirable, than all the riches, and all the king- 
doms of the earth. What a loſs it is then to loſe an 
of theſe happy moments: it is loſing ſo man — 
and eternal treaſures. A loſs ſo great, that if the happ 
ſlate of the bleſſed in heaven could admit of any {ch | 
thing as grief, they would certainly regret to all eternity, 
all thoſe moments of the time of their mortal pilgri- 
mage, which they had not employed to the beſt advan- 
tage: when uy ſhall clearly fee, in the light of God, 
what an immenſe increaſe of eternal glory, and happi- 
neſs, they might have acquired, by the due employ- 
ment of all thoſe precious moments. 

Conclude to have ever before thy eyes the infinite 
advantages, that are to be found in employing well thy 
time; and the ſtrict obligation thou haſt of ſpending it 
all in the ſervice of thy Maker: and this according to 
his ordinance; and agreeably to the end for which he 
ſent thee. hither; and for which he pives thee all thy 
time. And ever remember, that in his account; all that 
time will be conſidered, as idly ſpent, and quite —_ 


dercd away, that has not been dedicated to the doing 
his will. | "; 


Jury 4 On remembring our laſt things. 
ONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of the wiſe man 
(Ecclus. Viie 40.) In all thy works remember thy laſt 
end, and thou wilt never ne and reflett how true it is, 
that the memory of the tour laſt things has a wonder{ul 
efficacy, to reſtrain the ſoul from ſin; and to take off 
the heart from the affettions to it. The remembrance 
of death, the view of the grave, of the coflin, of the 
Thzvud, of the worms, and the maggots, and of the 


Ipeeay 


8 MotrArroxs rox 


* of this carcaſs of ours; the ſerious, 
and fr 


equent conſideration, of the neceſſity of our 
quickly parting with all that we love in this world; and 
of our being forſaken, and preſently forgotten by all; 
mutt needs humble our pride, and vain-glory ; abate our 
fondneſs for this world, and its deluding toys; check 
— ſenſual and carnal ek and keep all our 
ons under. O the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, . — Ry 4 of 
the grave. But then when we look beyond the grave; 
and meditate at leiſure on the ftrift account we muſt 
one day give to an all-wiſe, all- powerful, and moſt juſt 


judge, who cannot endure iniquity : when we conſider 


that his eye is ever upon all our thoughts, words, and 
works; and that they are all to be — 2 in the ſcales 
of. his divine juſtice; and according as they are there 
found, we are to be rewarded or puniſhed for endleſs 

ages; and to be either infinitely happy, or infinite] 

nuſerable: how 1s it poſſible that in the midſt of ſuc 
conſiderations as theſe, we ſhould dare to fin. 
Conſider 2dly, that the remembrance of the four laſt 
things wonderfully ſerves, to corrett the errors of world- 
lings; to open their eyes to truth; and to ſhut them to 
vanity. The tranſitory things of this world, its goods, 
and its evils, as we call them, are apt to make a great 
impreſſion on our poor ſouls, hut up, as they are, in 
this earthly priſon. We take them for ſomething: we 
are fond of honour, riches and pleaſures, as if they 
were folid goods: and we are afraid of contempt, po- 
verty, and pain; as if they were real evils. But the 
meditating on our laſt end undeceives us; it quickly 
convinces us, that all is nothing that paſſes with time; 
that nothing is truly great, but what is eternal; that 
thoſe things deſerve not the name of goods, that contri» 
bute nothing to make us either here, or happy 
hereafter: and that thoſe are no evils, which help to 
bring us to an infinite good. In fine, as to all the talſe 
maxims of the world, and the prevailing opinions and 
ractices of its unhappy ſlaves, and their abettors; this 
Lind of conſideration on the laſt things 2 
5 y 
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folly and madneſs of them all; and ſets it in ſuch a 


light, as to determine the ſoul to adhere no longer to 
tuch perverſe, and erroneous notions, as will certainly 
be changed in death, condemned at the laſt judgment, 
and if not recalled in time, puniſhed in hell, for all 
eternity. | | 

Conſider gdly, the manifold fruits, which have been 
heretofore, and are daily produced, by the ſerious conſi- 
deration of the four laſt things. Even the moſt hardened 
ſinners have often been converted from their wicked 
ways to a penitential life, by the terror of thoſe thun- 
2 trutlis, death, judgment, hell, eternity. The 


preaching, the reading, and meditating on theſe truths, 


has ſent numbers into deſarts, or religious houſes, there 
to ſecure their eternal ſalvation, by a faintly life: and 
ſuch conſiderations as theſe have generally laid the firſt 
foundation even of the moſt eminent ſanctity. O what 
leſſons may we not learn, among the filent monuments 
of the dead, whe made ſome noiſe heretofore in the 
world; but now arethought of no more! What leQures, 
what inſtructions, what exhortations, may we not daily 
receive, by attending in ſpirit at the trials of the great 
bar; by going down, while we are alive, into the dark- 
ſome dungeons below, and viewing at leiſure what is 
doing there; and by aſcending up into heaven, and 
contemplating thoſe happy manfions of eternal bliſs, 
1 80 for the reward, of the momentary labours, and 
ufferings, of the ſervants of God? O let us daily fre- 
quent theſe ſchools. _ | 5 

Conclude to make it thy practice to think often on 
theſe important ſubjects, which ſo nearly concern thy 
everlaſting welfare. It will be a ſovereign means to 
prevent an unprovided death: it will teach thee to be 
always in readineſs for judgment: it will keep thee out 
of Hell: and bring thee to eau, 


Jury 3. On the certainty of death. 


ONSIDER firſt, that, there is nothing more 
certain than death. 1! is appointed for all men once 
to die, and after that the judgment, Heb. ix. 27: The 
; ſentence 
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fentence is general: it is prenounced upon all the chil. 
_ dren of Aden: Ecclus xli. 5. ö nor dig- 
nity, nor ſtrength, nor wiſdom, nor all the power of 
the world, can exempt any one from this common doom 
From the firſt moment of our birth, we are haſtening 
towards our death: every moment brings us nearer to 
it. The day will come, when we ſhall never ſee the 
night: or the night will come, when the Sun will no 
more riſe to us. The day will moſt certainly come, 
when thou, my ſoul, who art reading theſe lines, muſt 
bid a long farewell to this cheating world, and to all 
thou haſt admired therein, and even to thy own body, 
the individual companion of thy life; and take thy 
| Journey to another country, a ſtrange and unknown 

and to thee; where all thou ſetteſt a value on here will 
appear as ſmoke. O learn then to deſpiſe all theſe pe- 
riſhable things; and to ſet thy heart on nothing, ſince 
all muſt be taken away by death. 

Conſider adly, that death is not only certain; but ge- 
neralle ſpeaking much mgher than we imagine. If ever 
we look upon death, it is generally with the wrong end 
of the perſpective glaſs, which removes the object to a 
great diſtance, when indeed it is very near. We are 

t to flatter ourſelves, with the worldling in the goſpel, 

xii. with the expectation, of many years enjoy- 
ment, of our worldly goods and pleaſures: and when 
we leaſt of all ſuſpect it, we are called away; we muſt 
fuddenly be gone: Thou fool, faith our Lord, this night 
do they require thy ſoul of thee; and whoſe ſhall thoſe 
things be which thou haſt provided? Thouſands are dy- 
ing. this very hour, throughout the world; and perhaps 
not one of them all, but expected to have lived man 
more years. We daily hear of ſudden deaths: we daily 
hear of young and ſtrong people carried off by ſhort 
ſickneſſes, in the very flower of their age: and why 
will wedeceive ourſelves? Why will we vainly imagine 
ourſelves out of the reach of thefe arrows of death, that 
are falling ſo thick on all ſides of us? Ah! fool, why 
geſt thou think to live lang, when thou art not ſure of one 
day Kempis. 833 6 
| Conſider 


on — -_0S 


1 — Wo 1 2&4. 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR 11 


Conſider gdly, the wretched blindneſs and ſtupidity 
of mortals, that think ſo little of death, and live as if 
they were to be always here: and by this means, ex- 
— themſelves every day to the dreadful danger, of 
dying in their fins. Ani yet alas! all this while they 
cannot be ignorant, that death is continually following 
them at their heels: they even carry it about with 
them, in the frail compoſition of their mortal frame. 
All the things about them, by their continual fading, 
remind them of their mortality. They daily ſee, or 
hear of deaths, or burials; or meet with the monuments 
of the dead; who from their ſilent tombs, ceaſe not to 
admoniſh them, in the words of the wiſe man, Ecclus 
xxxviii. Remember my judgment : for thine alſs all be 
Jo: Yeſlerday for me, and to-day for thee. O my ſoul, do 
thou at leaſt give ear to this admonition: keep death 
always before thy eyes; and when it comes, thou ſhalt 
have nothing to fear. 

Conclude, ſince thou muſt ſo quickly be gone from 
hence, to ſet thy houſe now in order; and to make all 
neceſſary proviſion for that long journey, which thou 
mult ſhortly take: and ever ſtrive to be ſuch in life, as 
thou deſireſt to be found in death. 


JuLy 6. On the uncertainty o the time and manner of 
our death. 


(ONIONS firſt, that death is the paſſage from 
time to eternity. If we die well, it will be well 
with us, for all eternity: but if we die ill, it will be ill 
with us, for endleſs ages: ſo that upon this one moment 
of death depends a long eternity. But when will this 
moment come? When ſhall we die? Will it be this 
night, or to-morrow? Will it be aweek;.a month, a year 
hence, &c? Oh, of all this we know nothing at all: 
only that it will be, when we leaſt look for it: For our 
Lord has aſſured us, that he will come, like a thiet in 
the night, that is when we leaſt think on it. Luke xii. 
And therefore he teils us we muſt always watch, and 
always be ready: for if we are ſyrprized, and die in our 
ſins, we are loſt for ever, 
. Conſider 
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| Conſider 2dly, that we are not only wholly 1gnorant 


of the time of our death; but alſo of all other circum- 


ſtances relating to it. We neither know the place, 
where, we ſhall die; nor the manner how we ſhall die; 
nor whether our death will be violent, or natural; by 
fever, or conſumption; gentle, or ſharp ; of quick diſ- 


patch, or more lingering; at home or abroad; whether 


eur laſt illneſs will deprive us of ourſenſes, or no; whe- 
ther we ſhall have the aſſiſtance of our ghoſtly father, 
and the helps of the ſacraments, or no; what diſpoſi- 
tions our fouls thall then be in; or what ability we 
fhall then have, to make proper ufe of thoſe laſt mo- 
ments, upon which our all depends, for eternity. Alas! 
all theſe things are quite hidden from us: no wit, no 
learning, no wiſdom upon earth can help any man to 
the knowledge of any one of theſe things. O let this 
greadful uncertainty, of all the particulars, that relate 
to our death, determine us to live always in the expec- 
tation, and preparation for death: that we may not 
have that great work to do, at a time, when we may 
have no convenience or ability to do it. 

Conſider gdly, that death being ſo certain, and the 
time and manner of it ſo uncertain; it would be no 
{mall ſatisfaction to a poor ſinner, if he could die more 
than once; that ſo if he had the misfortune once to die 
ill, he might repair the fault, by takipg more care a ſe- 
cond time. But alas: we can die but once: and when 


once we have ſet our foot within the gates of eternity, 


there is no coming back: and if it be a miſerable eter- 
nity, into which we have Kept, there is no redemption ; 
we paſs from death to a ſecond death, to the very extre- 
mity of miſery, without end or remedy. O how hard 
it is to do that well, which we can do but once; and 
can never try or practiſe beforehand! O my ſoul ſee 
then thou take care to ſtudy well this important leſſon; 
by a continual preparation for death, | 
| gp to make it the great buſineſs of thy life to 
| learn to die well. Remember there is no ſecurity a- 
ainſt an evil death but a good life: every thing elſe 
3 thee expolſed to dreadful uncertainties, 


JuLY 


EP 
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June 7. On preparing for death. | 

ONSIDER firſt, that the preparing for death, 

is a buſineſs of the utmoſt importance: it is the 
great buſineſs of life. We came into this world, as 
pilgrims and traycllers, to make. the beſt of our 
way, towards our true and everlaſting home, a happy 
eternity. The great buſineſs. of our whole life, is to 
ſecure this happy eternity: and nothing elſe can ſecure 
it but a good death. This is the neceſlary gate, through 
which we muſt paſs to eternal life: if we think of arriv- 
ang at it, by any other way, we ſhall maſs the road. 
A good death then muſt be the fludy and buſineſs of 
our whole life: our whole life ought to be a preparg- 
tion for it. Happy they who are continually preparing 
for it by a good le, nhappy they who defer their 
preparation to their death bed; and thereby put the 
iſſue of an eternity upon the poor chance of a death 
bed performance? 8 


Conſider adly, the great but general errohr of men, 


who promiſe themſelves to do great things in point of 
devotion and contrition, when they are fick and like 


to die; and npon the confidence of this, are often care- 
leſs in preparing for death, during the time of their 
health. Alas! | ak ſtrangely will they one day find 
themſelves deceived! For if a ſmall pain, or indiſpoſi- 
tion, be enough at any time to ſpoil all our devotio 
what muſt. a mortal illneſs be: when either the dulneſs 
and ſtupidity, c2uſed by the diſtemper, or the anguiſh 
of body and mind, ſcarce allow of any application at all 
of our thoughts, to the greateſt of all our concerns? O 
my foul, ſee thou ſuffer not to be thus impoſed 


th 
upon. Do now all chou art — prepare thyſelf now 


for thy laſt end, by daily and fervent aQs of devotion 
and contrition; every night ſtrive to put thyſelf in the 
2 in which thou 22 1 . found at thy 

But never tempt God, by deſigning to live in 
ſin; and then to die in grace; or by — ſo ex- 


traordinary a miracle of grace, as to paſs from 2 


flaye all thy life time, to fin and Satan, to the loving 


Vor. III. 0 | God 
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God above all things, at thy death. No, no, God 14 


not to be mocked in this manner. 

Conſider gdly, that the beſt manner of preparing for 
death, is to die daily, to our ſinful inclinations and 
paſſions; to the love af the world, and of the fleſh, and 
to our own unhappy ſelf-love, the root of alt our evils; 
and this by the means of a general mortification, and 
ſelf deal. This is that great leſſon, perpetually incul- 
cated by the San of God, in the Goſpel, of leaving all 
to follow him, of diſengaging our hearts from all things 
elſe, of renouncing our deareſt affections for his ſake, of 
denying and hating ourſelves in this world, that ſo we 
may fave our ſouls, and poſſeſs qur God forever in the 
world to come. O how ſweet, how happy, how ſecure, 

Vill ourdeath be; if it finds us thus untied from the earth, 
and all earthly clogs! O how ſhall we then long for the 
wings of the dove, to fly.away from the land of miſery 
pnd ſin, and to repoſe ęternally in God! 1 

Conclude to be ever preparing thyſelf for death; by 
refraining from all that thou — then wiſh not to 
have done: and by living every day, and doing every 
work, as if it ware to be the laſt of thy life: and thou 
ſhalt not fail ta die happily. 95 


| Jury 8, On the ſentiments 3 have at the hour 9 
* 3 ee A our death. _ | 4 1 
* 2 SIDER firſt, how different a judgment the 
ſoul will make of all things gt the approaches of 
death, from that which-ſhe is apt to make in life: O 
how will the world then turn upſide down before her 
eyes! Ah! my ſoul, how wilt thou then deſpiſe all 
worldly honours and pferments, when thou ſhalt ſee 


thyſelt at the brink of the grave, where the worms will 
make no diſtinction between the king, and the beggar! 
How little account wilt thou then make of the praiſe, 
eſteem or love gf men, who will then think no more of, 

| thee! How wilt thou then undervalue thy riches ; when 
thou ſhalt ſee them flipping away from thee, and leav. 
jng thee nothing but a coffin and a ſhroud! How con. 


tewptible will all werldly pleaſures then appear * — 
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eyes, which at the beſt could never afford thee any trus 
ſatisfaction, and now will ſhew what they really are, and 
diſſolve into ſmoke! O let us make the ſame judgment 
now concerning all theſe things, as we ſhall do then! 
Let us weigh them all in theſe ſcales, and we ſhall not 
be cheated. For why ſhould we ſet our affections upon 
ſuch ſhort-lived ſlippery toys? Why ſhould we admit 
of a love, that cannot ſtand the teſt of death? _ 
Conſider 2dly, O thy ſoul, what will then be thy 
ſentiments with regard to thy ſins; of Which perhaps 
thou haſt hitherto made but ſmall account ? how 
hideous, how odious, will they begin to appear to thee 
how numerous, how enormous; when the curtain ſhall 
begin to be withdrawn, with which thy buſy ſelf love 
has induſtriouſly hidden them, or diſguiſed the deformi - 
ty and malice of them; and they ſhall be {et before thy 
eyes in their true light: when that falſe conſcience, 
which thou haſt framed to thyſelf, and under the cover 
of which thou haſt paſſed over many things in thy con. 
ſeſſions, as ſlight and inconſiderable, which thou waſt © 
aſhamed to declare, or unwilling to forſake; ſhall no 
longer be able to maintain its ground, at the approach 
of death? O. What anguiſh ! What rethorſe | What 
. dread! What confuſion! What deſpair will invade a 
poor dying ſinner, at the fight of this dreadful ſcene, of 
this army of his ſins drawn up in battle array againſt 
him! Ah! Chriſtians let us be wiſe in time, pre- 
vent ſo great an evil, by taking all ſuch precautions 
now, with regard to our fins as we ſhall certainly wiſh 
to have taken then. | E 
Conſider gdly, my ſoul, what thy ſentiments will 
be, at the time of thy death, with relation to the ſer- 
vice of God, to virtue, and devotion? O how lovel 
then will the way of virtue appear to thee! O how wi 
thou then wiſh to have always followed that charmi 
path! But what will thy ſentiments be with 
to the value of grace? How bitterly wilt thou t 
regret the gs of ſo many calls and invitations of 
thy gracious God; the loſs of ſo many: favourable op- 
portunities of ſtoring up eternal treaſures; the 2 
5 8 | ering 
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dering away ſo much of thy precious time; the miſ- 
employing ſo many of God's gifts and talents; the 
abuſe of the facraments, Sc. Ah! how many great, 
but ungrateful traths, wilt then diſcover thernfelves to 
the ſinner, againft which he had ſhut his eyes. before! 
How will the falſe reaſonings of the world, the de- 
luſtons of his paſſions, the ſubtleties of his ſelf-love, 
together with the affected ignorance of ſuch things as 
he had no mind to know, all forſake him at the ap- 
proaches of death; and leave him in the lurch, at the 
time of his greateſt diftreſs? 

Conclude to enter into thoſe ſentiments now, with 
regard to all theſe things, that will Rand by thee at the 
hour of thy death. ' For why ſhouldeſt thou any longer 
fuffer thyſelf to be the dupe of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil; and give into theit impoſtures, with evident 
danger of the eternal loſs of thy immortal ſoul. | 


Jury 9. On the death of the juſt man. 
fYONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of the royal pro. 
AL phet, /, cxv. Precious in the fight of the Lord is 
| the death of his ſaints. And reflect how true it is, that 
the death of ſuch as have ſerved God, in good earneſt, - 
is indeed both precious in the ſight of God, and edify- 
Ing in i hy of men; becauſe of thoſe happy diſpo- 
fitions, with which they meet death: eſpecially that 
_ faith and confidence, which have in the goodneſs 
and mercies of their heavenly Father, and in the infi- 
nite merits of Jeſus Chriſt their Redeemer; and that 
. perfe& conformity to the divine will; accompanied 
with a profound humility, a deep ſenſe of ſorrow for fin, 
and an ardent love of God: with which they cloſe 
their eyes, and yield up their fouls into their creater's 
hands. O what a happineſs it is for a dying man to 
be in theſe diſpoſitions! With what willingneſs does 
ſuch a Chriſtian as this, leave this world [What peace 


and tranquility does he find in his ſoul, from the teſti. 
mony of a good conſcience! How joyfully does he 
throw himſelf into the arms of his tender father, who, 
he is well aſſured, will never rejeR bis loving * 
8 Sf. 
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who caſt their whole care upon him! O let my foul die 
the death of the juſt, and let my laſt end be like to theirs, 
Numb. xxiii. 10. | | 
Conſider: 2dly, what a comfort it is to a good man, 
at the approaches of death, to ſee himſelf now ſo near 
to the end of all his labours, of all the miſeries of this 
wretched life, and of all thoſe dangerous conflicts, and . 
temptations, to which he has hitherto been expoſed, 1 
from thoſe mortal enemies of his ſoul, the world, the | 
fleſh, and the devil; and to find himſelf juſt upon the. 
point of being delivered from his long prifon, from 
the body of this death, from the ſervitude of corruption, 
and from in, that ſurroundeth him, on all ſides, in this 
vale of tears; and of being called home from his ba- 
niſhment, to his true country, which he has always 
longed for. O what a ſatisfattion it is to a lover of 
God to fee himſelf now at the gates of the heavenly 
E where he is to ſee, love and enjoy his God 
or ever! What a pleaſure to look forward into that 
bleſſed eternity; into which he is juſt now entering 
and to ſing with the pſalmiſt, P/ cxxi. I rejoice at l | 
things that are ſaid to me: we ſhall go into the houſe of. ...... 
the Lord. O bleſſed are they toho dwell in thy houſe, 0 
| Lord, they ſhall praiſe thee for ever and ever. Pr Il... 
| To ſuch ſouls as theſe when they are near their death, 
N thoſe words of our divine Saviour are directed, Luke 
xxi. 28, Look up, and lift up your heads: becauſe your 
| redemption is at hand, - I 
Conſider gdly, the particular providence of God, in 
favour of his ſervants at their death, expreſſed by the 
prophet, P/. xl. 4. in thoſe words: The Lord helþs 
them on the bed of their ſorrow, he turns all their couck 
for them in their fickne/s. He reſtrains their enemy at 
that time, he mitigates their fears and apprehenſiom, 
he ſupports them under their pains, and agonies, he en- 
courages them againſt the terrors of death and judg- 
ment, he protects them in that critical hour under the. 
ſhadow of his wings; that they may be able to fay. 
with the pſalmiſt, P/ xxii. Though I ſhould wall in the 


midft of the ſhadow of death, I will not fear * 
75 „ wa © 
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thou art with me. In fine he never forfakes them in 
death, who in their life have been faithful to him; but 
more particularly helps them then, when they ſtand 
moſt in need of is alliance, and when all the world 
23 forfakes them. O bleſſed be his goodneſs for 
ever! | | by” 
Conclude, if thou deſireſt to die the death of the 
Juſt, to live the life of the juſt, and to do the works of 
the juſt: for fuch as thy works are during life, ſuch 
will thy death alſo be. Blefſed are the dead who die 
in the Lord. From henceforth now, ſaith the Spirit, 
they reft from tlieir labours + for their works follow 
then. . Revo . $1V. 13. See then that thy works be 
Tuch, as may make thy life holy; and thy death will 
not fail to be happy. LOTT 


JuLy 10. On the death of the wicked. 


CONS! DER firſt, that, as nothing is more defire- 
able than the death of the juſt man, by which he 
puts a happy concluſion to all the labours and miſeries 
of this dying life, which we are leading here below; 
and enters into the never-ending joys of his Lord; 
fo on the other hand, nothing can be conceived more 
wretched, more diſmal and deplorable, than the death 
of the wicked. The death of the wicked is very evil: 
faith the Holy Ghoſt, PV xxxili. 22. It is very evil 
indeed, as often as they are unexpeGiedly hurried 4 
in their fins; and go down in a moment into hell; 
it is very evil alfo as often as they die hard, and with 
little or no ſenſe of God, or eternity. But ſuppoſin 
neither the one nor the other to be the cafe, the deat 
of the wicked is ſtill very eval; from the torture of their 
conſcience, from the ſenſe of preſent miſery, and the 
dreadful apprehenſion of a miſerable eternity: and 
What ever way they look; all things ſeem to confpire 
| _=_ them; to 4 the judgments of God to 
em; and to ſet before their eyes a diſmal ſcene of 
wo. Ah! how feelingly do they now experience that 
of the pſalm, (cxiv.) forraws of death have encom- 
aſſed me, and the perils of hell have found me. 
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Conſider edly, more in particular, the principal in- 
gredients of this bitter cup, which the wicked. who 
will not think during life, are ſo often conſtrained to 
— - 8 death. And firſt the 3 of 
their ns, appearing now quite in other colours 
than they had 1 man — e bolder 
all ſtaring them now in the face, in their moſt ugly 
ſhapes, and with their united forces, making a vehe= 
ment aſſault upon them, to puſh them down headlong 
into the bottomleſs pit of deſpair. O how gladly 
would the dying ſinner rid hunſelf now of this odious 
company! What would he not give to ſhake off from 
bis breaſt this vipers blood of his own offspring! But 
all in vain; they will not be ſhaken off. bow ſen- 
ible do they make him feel the gripes of their gnaw- - 
ing; not unlike thoſe of that. never dying worm, 
which is one of the worſt of the torments of hell! 
Then the remembrance of. the graces, they have ſo 
long re ſiſted; of the opportunities of goad, they have 
Ao often neglefted; of the talents. they have buried; 
of the time they have ſquandered away, (one hour 
of which they cannot now recal, though they would 
give ten thouſand worlds for it;) of their paſt abuſes 
of the ſacraments, of the word of God, and of prayer, 
thoſe great means of ſalvation; and the little good, 
they can find in their whole lives, to put in the ſcales 
againſt ſo much evil; muſt add very much to their 
unſpeakable anguiſh and diſtreſs; coming in upon 
them at this ſad time, when they have fo little preſence 
of mind, ſo little leiſure, opportunity or ability, of do- 
ing any thing themſelves; and have too much reaſon 
to apprehend that God has forſaken chem. 88 

onſider gdly; what anguiſh it is alſo to the dying 

ſinner, to ſee himſelf violently torn away from all thoſ 
things he had ſet his heart upon in this world. O 
cruel death, will he then ſay, do/t thou make /o bitter a 
ſeparation? (1 Sam. xv. 32.) What ſad farewells will 
he be then conſtiained to bid to his honours, riches, 
eaſures, and all other wo enjoyments: to his 
5 kindred, houſe and family, together with the 

| 15 whole 
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whole world; and his own body too; in order, to de- 
part into an unknown country; and to take no thin 

with him thither, but his works, which he would gladly 
leave behind him. O how does the ſight of all about 
him, his wife, his children, and his worldly goods; 
which he has loved more than his God; now ſerve 
for nothing, but to increaſe his miſery? And if, to 
change the melancholy ſcene, he endeavours to divert 
his thoughts from the remembrance of his paſt extra- 
vagances, and preſent miſeries; and to look forward; 
he meets there with ſtill more frightful objefts, from 
the juſt apprehenſion of what will follow after death; 
what handls he ſhall fall into then; what a ſevere trial 
he muſt immediately go through; and what the ſad con- 


ſequences muſt be, if he be there caſt. Alas! he ſees 


himſelf juſt now launching forth, with all his evils, 
into eternity, an immenſe ocean to whoſe further ſhore 
the poor ſailor can never reach; and which he has too 
much reaſon to fear, will be to him an eternity of wo, 

Conclude to lead a virtuous life; and thou wilt have 
no {hare in this diſmal ſcene of evils, which attends 
the death of the wicked. 


Jury 11. On the condition of the body after death. 
NONSIDER firſt, that the ſoul is no ſooner de- 

1 parted from the body, but this wretched carcaſe, 
which ſhe leaves behind, immediately becomes pale, 
Riff, loathſome, and frightful: inſomuch that the deareſt - 
friends of the deceaſed, can ſcarce endure to watch one 
night, in the ſame room with it; and would not be in- 
- duced by any conſideration to he in the ſame bed. 
Even the greateſt beauties are now turned ugly, and 
hideous; and their former admirers can no longer bear 
the ſight of them. O ye children of. men, how wang 


will-you be fond of theſe painted dunghills! We read. 


that St. Francis Borgia, was ſo touched with the ghaſtly 
countenance of the corpſe of the Empreſs Iſabella, 
(whom he had ſeen a little while before in all her ma- 
jeſty, and all her charms) ſeeing the ſtrange change. 
that death had ſo ſuddenly wrought in her, that he 
| | | | conceived 
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conceived upon the ſpot an eternal diſguſt againſt this 
world, and a happy reſolution of wholly conſecrating 
himfelf to the love and ſervice of that great king, 
who never dies. O that the like conſideration of the 
diſmal change, that death will ſo quickly make in all 
mortal beauties, might effectually move us to the like 
reſolution ! 

Confider 2dly, that a perfon is no ſooner dead, but 
the body begins to corrupt and flink: and in a very 
mort time it becomes ſo infup ble, that ſurviving 
friends are obliged to make hafte to get it out of the 
houſe, and to lay it deep under ground, that it may 
not infeft the air. And were the grave, after ſome 
weeks, to be opened again, and this carcaſs to be 
brought out to view, what a filthy carrion ſhould we 
meet with? What a fight, what a ſmell would it afford ? 
And what ſhould we think of a perſon, who ſhould be 
tied down to ſuch a companion: a barbarity ſaid to 
| have been exerciſed by a certain tyrant, in binding the 

hving to the dead, and letting them linger away in 
theſe noiſome embraces? Surely the worſt of torments 
would not be half ſo inſupportable. So foul, fo de- 
teſtable a thing is a dead corpſe, that is half putrified. 
O morals, why will you then not remember what your 
compoſition 1s, and what you are quickly like to come 
to? O filth and corruption, why wilt thou be proud? 


Confider gdly, what companions, what attendants, 
theſe bodies of ours muſt meet with in the grave? 


Ah! no others, than worms and maggots, or ſuch hke 
foul inſets. Under thee ſhall the moth be flirewed, and 


worms ſhall be thy covering, Iſai. xiv. 11. For theſe, 


O man, thou art preparing a banquet, when thou art 
pampering thy body. Theſe are to be thy inheritance, 


or rather they are to inherit thee: whatever thou art 


to-day, to- mortow thou art to be the food of worms. 
See here, vain worldlings, what will ſoon be the end 


of all theſe beauties, which you are fo fond of, and 


which are ſo apt to draw you in to fin: filthy maggots 
ſhall very Jhorily prey upon theſe pretty Fares 
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Conelude to make ſmall account of the beauty of the 
| , or of any thing elſe that death can take away; 
and to turn thy thoughts towards the better part, by 
laying up immortal riches for thy immortal ſoul: and 
procuring for her ſuch ornaments of Chriſtian virtues, 
as may be out of the reach of death. 


Jury. 12. On the ſoul's firſt entering onto another world: 


ONSIDER firſt, how the ſoul in death ſhuts her 
eyes, in a moment, to this world, and to all per- 
ſons and things, for which ſhe has entertained any af- 
fection here; never to take any more part in the tran- 
ſactions of this life: and immediately opens them to a 
new and ſurprizing ſcene, quite ſtrange to her, in a re- 
gion of ſpirits, an unknown land, of which before ſhe- 
ad no idea. She awakes, as it were, out of a dream, 
which is now ſſipt away from her, and leaves both her 
hands and her heart empty; all is over with her as to 
this world: ſhe is eſtranged for ever from all conver- 
ſation of mortals: no one of her deareſt friends can 
— her, or attend her now: ſhe finds herſelf 
abandoned by all her lovers; quite naked; and, what is 
moſt frightful, encompaſſed with infernal furies, who 
uſe their utmoſt efforts to lay violent hands upon her, 
Good God; who ſhall protect us, at that hour, from 
theſe our mortal enemies! | 
Conſder 2dly, the immenſe difference, there is found 
at this time, between the fouls of the ſervants of God, 
and the ſouls of the wicked. For although both the 
one and the other, are to expect, that the common 
enemy, with all his helliſh forces, will exert himſelf on 
this occalion, and do his worſt to get their ſouls into 
his claws:- yet the ſervants of God are defended from 
his aſſaults, by the care of their guardian Angels; and 
under the covert of their wings, $9 forward with Joy 
and ſecurity: being alſo encompaſſed, on all fides, witk 
their od works, as with a ſtrong rampart, which 
both keeps the devil at a diſtance, and gives them a 
comfortable aſſurance, of coming off well at their trial. 
Whereas the wicked, who have made no ſuch proviſion 


for 
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proviſion for themſelves, ſhall now lie at the mercy of 
the infernal ſpirits; having nothing elſe to carry with 
them to the bar, but the conſcience of their paſt 
crimes, which will be more terrible to them than the 
devil himſelf, O my ſoul, let us at leaſt be more wiſe; 
and take care, whilſt we have time, to lay up for our- 
ſelves ſtore of d works: and thus make ourſelves 
friends, to flank by: us at that hour, which 1s to decide 
our eternal doom. Such as theſe will be friends in- 
deed, that will never forſake us: but will effectually 
plead our cauſe at that bar, where no other eloquence . 
will be regarded. „ 
Conſider gdly, in what a wretched plight, poor 
worldlings will goa themſelves now; who have pro- 
vided no ſuch friends as theſe to plead for them: wha 
have ſeldom or never thought of this hour; but have 
lived as if they were never to die. Alas!. what will 
all their honours, riches, and pleaſures avail them now ! 
Where is now their ſtate and retinue? Where are all 
their ſervants and attendants? What is become of the 
- multitude of their flatterers and viſiters? See how they 
have left them all alone in the evil day: and whatever 
way they now look for help or comfort, they meet with 
none: their time is paſt: they are hurried away, to be 
immediately tried, and examined at the dreadful bar 
of a juſt judge; and all things both within and without 
them, declare to them the horribte ſentence, that is juſt 
oing to fall upon their heads for an eternity. Sweet 
Jets preſerve me from ever having any part.to aft in 
o diſmal a tragedy ! . 
Conclude to live now in ſuch a manner, as to have 
no reaſon to apprehend this ſcene of evils, which will 
terrify the ſinner at his departure hence: but that thy 
paſſage into eternity, may be to thee the gate of a life 
that knows no death. O take care to carry nothing. 
with thee hence, that may give the enemy any hold 
thee then, ö 5 


* 
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JuLy 13. On the particular judgment after death. 


C ONSIDER firſt, that beſides the general judg- 
4 ment that ſhall be at the end of the world, there 
is a proce [Jud nt, that paſſes upon the foul pre- 
ſently after death, according to that of the apoſtle, 
(ſpeaking of the time when we are diſcharged from the 
y.) 1 Cor. v. 10. We muſt all appear before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the proper 
things of the body, according as he fb done, whether it 
be good, or ewl. Thus we ſee, in the caſe of Dives 
and Lazarus, Zuke xvi. that their doom was immedi- 
ately decided after death, and the one ſentenced to the 
torments of hell, the other carried by angels to Abra- 
ham's bofom, . See then, my ſoul, what thou art to 
look for, as. ſoon as thou art parted from the body; 
thou muſt be preſented before the judgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt: in order to give an account of thy whole life : 
even of all that thou haſt thought, ſaid; or done, during 
. thy abode in the body; and to receive ſentence — 
ingly for life, or death eternal; and the ſentence that 
ſhall paſs then, will be ratified ia the general judgment 
at the laſt day. O reflect then how thy accounts ſtand 
at preſent with thy God? O what couldſt thou be able 
to ſay for thyſelf, if this night thou ſhouldſt be cited to 


the bar ? It may perhaps be thy caſe; for the judge has 


long ago declared, that'he will come when thou leaſt 
expetteſt him; take care then to be always ready. _ 
Conſider 2dly, the qualities of this judge, by whom 
we are to be tried after death. He is :nfinately holy ; 
and therefore cannot endure iniquity, He is 2xfinztety 
wife, and therefore cannot be deceived: his all-ſeei 
eye is ever upon all our ways; all the thoughts an 
motions of our hearts are naled and open to his fight; 
they are all recorded in his bogk: no one of them all 
can flip his notice, or memory. He is alſo nfnuely 
owerful; and therefore there is no reſiſting or with. 
ſtanding his Jad ent; no dignity, no authority, ng 
ſtrength, no ſubtlety, ng fraud, no learning or wit, can 


be available at his tribunal ; he made both 2 — : 
1 


* 
— 
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little; king and beggar are equally his ſubj ects: and 
there is no reſpeft of perſons with him: nor appeal 
from him. In ne he is infinitely juſt; and therefore 
will render to every man at that time according to his 
works. No favour is to be expected then for ſins un- 
repented of. The time of merit; and of acceptable re- 
pentance is now at an end. Ah! Chriſtians, let us 
think well on theſe truths, whilſt it is aur day, in which 
mercy reigns ; let us clear up all our accounts, whilſt 
we have time; let us waſh away our fins now with pe- 
nitential tears; let us ſtore up to ourſelves immortal 
treaſures, before the night overtakes us. All that we 
can then do will come too late. | 
Conſider gdly, fome other circumſtances of this 
eat trial: particularly the lam by which we are to 
tried; the accuſers and witneſs that will appear 
againſt us: and the nature of the /entence, that will 
be pronounced, after the hearing of the whole cauſe. 
The /aw by which we ſhall be tried, will be the com- 
mandments of God, and the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: by 
this law, by theſe heavenly rules, we muſt ſtand or falls 
theſe will acquit us, or condemn us for eternity. O 
let us then ſtudy them well; and in practice conform 
our whole lives to them. Our accu/ers will be the 
devils; and the unhappy -accomplices of our critnes; 
more eſpecially ſuch as we have drawn into fin; the 
blood of whoſe ſouls will cry to heaven for vengeance 
againſt us. The witneſſes will be our own guilty con- 
ſeiences. And the /extence will be an unchangeable, 
wrevocable, eternal doom, either to heaven or hell. 
_ let us remember theſe things; and we ſhall never 


Condude to bet thy whole life henoaformard bay: 


preparation for this trial; and thou ſhalt not fail 
of a happy iſſue. e e 


Vou. Hl. | W- -- | Jord 
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JuLy 14. On the examination of the ſoul in judgment. 


Log SIDER firſt, my ſoul, what an account 


will be here demanded of thy ſtewardſhip. For 
thou wilt be here examined; how thou haſt A 
thyſelf of every branch of thy duty, both in general, 
and in particular: to thy God, to thy neighbour, and 


to thyſelf? How thou haſt employed all thy precious 


time? What uſe thou haſt made of the talents God 
has entruſted thee with? In what manner thou haſt cor- 
reſponded with the graces thou haſt received? What 
profit thou haſt reaped, from the ſacraments, from the 
word of God, and from the favourable circumſtances, in 
which God has placed thee. How thou haſt acquitted 
thyſelf of the 4 

_ wretch, what wilt thou be able to anſwer under ſo 

am examination, where thy all is at ſtake for eternity ? 


O what ſhall I do, ſaid holy Job, (Chap. xxxi. 14.) 


When God fhall ariſe to judge? And when he ſhall exa- 
mine, what F anſwer him? Alas! who ſhall be able 
to endure his ſcrutiny; or to anſwer one thing for a 
thouſand! O Lord enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 
Pſ. cxliii. 33 8 
Conſider adly, that at this great trial, the whole 
hiſtory of thy life will be ſet before thee; and all thy 
hidden ſins, all thy fins of commiſſion or omiſſion ; 
even to every idle word, and every thought, and mo- 


vant: for in thy fight no man living ſhall be juſtified 


tion of thy heart, will be expoſed in their true colours. 


Ahl 'what treaſures of iniquity will here come to light; 

when the veil ſhall be removed, which hides at 3 
the greateſt part of our ſins, from the eyes of the world, 
and even from our own; and it ſhall be ſaid of us: be- 
hold the man with all his works: behold all his abomi- 
nations: behold all his pride, and contempt of God: 
behold all his filth, Sc. O my ſoul, how wilt thou be 
able to bear ſuch a fight! O let us then make it our 
ſtudy now, to know our ſins, and to efface them by pe- 
| nance, while we have time; that they may not then ap- 


pear in judgment againſt us, and condemn us at the bar, 
5 N Conſider 


uties of thy calling? &c. O —4 


2 
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| Conſider gdly, that the poor ſoul will not only be 
brought here to a ſtrict examination, with regard to 
all the evils ſhe has done, and to all the good ſhe has 
left undone, during the whole time. of her pilgrimage 
in this mortal body: but even all the good the thinks 
ſhe has done, the very beſt of her works, her prayers, 
her faſts, her alms-deeds, her confeſſions and commu» 
nions, will all be micely ſifted; as well with relation to 
the intention, with which ſhe has undertaken them; as 
to the manner in which ſhe has performed them, Sc. 
And all will be weighed; not in the deceitful balance 
of the judgment of men; but ia the en of 
the ſanctuary; that is, of divine juſtice; in which, the 
works that are moſt admired by deluded mortals, are 
often found to be of no 1 at all. Alas! poor 
ſoul, what an aſtoniſhment, what anguiſh, what conſu- 
ſion, will it be to thee; to ſee ſo many things riſe up in 
Judgment againſt thee; now charged upon thee as hei- 
nous ſins; of which in thy life time thou hadſt made 
but ſmall account: and to find at the ſame time that 
theſe good works, with which thou waſt in hopes the 
ſcales would be turned in thy favour, have either not 
been accepted of, for want of juſt weight; or have been 
corrupted and vitiated by pride or ſelf-love?ꝑ - 
Conclude to have always before thy eyes, this exact 
account, thou muſt one day give, of every thought, 
word, deed, and omiſſion of thy whole life. 1 — 
they all paſs from thy hands to the hands of God, to be 
recorded in his great book; by which thou art to be 
tried: ſee thou order them accordingly. - 


JuLy 15- On the different flates of departed ſouls, befor 
2 1 ( 

CONSIDER firſt, that according to the diſſerent 
iſſue, of this trial, in the particular judgment, the 

condition of departed ſouls will be very diſſerent. For 
ſuch as like the rich glutton, (Luke xvi.) ſhall be found, 
at the time of their departure, quite void of grace, and 
Ly charity: and in — all ſuch as have died in mortal 
ſin, ſhall like the rich glutton, be immediately buried in 
k D 2 the 
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the flames of hell, where the worm neter det, und the 
fire is never extinguiſhed. Ah! how flrangely will the 
men of riches, the great ones of this world, the ladies 
that have been ſlaves to their pleaſures, here find their 
condition altered! A bed of fire inſtead of their ſoft 
couches: the want of every thing that ean afford the 
leaſt comfort, even to a drop of water, inſtead of their 
former affluence: infulting devils inſtead of ſervants 
and attendants: eternal torments for momentary ſatis- 
faftions, Sc. In fine they who could never brook the 
leaſt thing contrary to their own humour, appetite or 


will, now find themſelves in an inſtant plunged into 


that bottomleſs pit, where they ſhall never know what 
it is to be indulged in any one deſire or inclination. 
O! that the children of this world, the unhappy ſlaves 
of their paſſions, and pleaſures, would think of this 
whilſt they have time! 

 Confider 2dly, the very different condition of the 
ſouls of the children of God, after their departure 
bence. For as y of them as, like the martyrs, 
and other Saints, ſhall 'be found, when they are pre- 
ſented before the Judge, without blemiſh of ſin, or 
debt of pumſhment, due to divine juſtice, on account 
of former offences, not ſufficiently expiated: ſhall be 
immediately tranſlated to heavenly joys. Therr earthly 
houſe of this temporal dwelling is now difſolved, but they 
have a building of God, @ houſe not made with hands, 
eternal tn heaven. 2 Cor. v. 1. They are —_— the 
body, but prefent with the Lord, v. 8. 
what the apoſtle fo much longed for, when he defred to 
be diſſolued, and to be with Chrift. Philip. iii. 2g. They 
are now before the throne of God, and in his temple ; 
and he fitteth on the throne dwelling over them—and the 
Lamb them to the liring fountain of waters, Revel. 
Vii. 7, 17. Even the happy waters of eternal 765 
which ever flow from the throne of God. They follow 
the Lamb whither ſoever he goeth. Chap. xiv. 4. and th 
live, and reign with him. Chap. xx. 4. They even 
with him tn fits throne, Revel. iii. 21: and exerciſe with 
him power over the nations. Chap. ii. 26. See Chriſtians, 
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if you will but dedicate yourſelves in od earneſt to 
the love of God, during your ſhort pilgrimage, what 
great things are prepar for you in your true country, 
and that immediately after your departure hence. How 
little reaſon then have the true lovers of God to ap- 
prehend a death, that will bring them in an inſtant to 
the very fountain head of true and everlaſting life! O 
what a happineſs it is to ſhut in a moment the eyes, with 
which we ſee this world and mortals : and to open them 
immediately to the fight of God, andof Chriſt !S, Cyprian. 
Conſider gdly, that as all are to be tried, after their 
departure, by chain works, and to be rewarded accord- 
ing to their works, which they carry with them hence 
to the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt: ſo thoſe whoſe dead- 
works have not been fully expiated by penance; whoſe 
devotions and other good works have been-full of im- 
perfeftions; who have built only with wood, hay, and 


Aube, though not to the deſtroying of 1% ws 
U 


of the faith, and grace of Chriſt; ſhall /uffer lofs in 
this fiery trial; and jnflend of being immediately ad- 
mitted into the preſence of God, in his heavenly 
temple; where nothing defiled can enter; muſt wait 
till the droſs they have carried with them out of the 
world, be purged away, and they be fitted for the ſight 
and enjoyment of their ſovereign good. O how tew 
ſouls will be found at their departure ſo perfectly pure, 
as to be qualified to fly up immediately to the embraces 
of God! How very few are there that carry with them 
no ſpot, no blemiſh, no debt, not even of an idle mord, 
into the other world: where by the fixt decrees. of hea- 
ven, every ſoul ſhall be judged and rewarded, accord- 
ingly to what ſhe carries hence! „ 
Conclude to ſpare no pains now te rid thyſelf, by 
penitential exerciſes, of all thy ſpots, ſtains, and debts, 
whilſt thou art on the way; leſt if thou leave them to be 
diſcharged in another world, thou may ſt.be caft into that 
priſon, of which it is written, Matt. v. 26. Amen I/ 
to thee, thou ſhalt not go out from thence, till thou pay the 
laſt farthing. | [+ N 
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Jory 16. On the ſufferings of ſouls in the middle flate.. 
\ONSTDER firſt, that in this middle ſtate of 
* ſouls {which are neither fo perfeft and pure, as to 
be preſently aſſociated with the Angels and ſaints in 
| heaven; nor yet ſo bad, as to be condemned to that 
lower hell, out of which there is no redemption,} 
theſe ſpirits in priſon ſuffer mach, from their bein 
kept at a diftance from their God, their only true an, 
ſovereign good. They are perfelly ſenfible now, 
how infinite he is in himlelf, in goodneſs, beauty, truth, 
and all perfettions: and what an infinite happineſs it 
is to be with him, and to enjoy him eternally. All 
thoſe created goods, that before claimed any ſhare in 
their affections, are all now vaniſhed away; and their 
whole hearts are now carried towards him, with ſuch 
vehement longing deſires, as by us mortals can neither 
be expreſſed nor conceaved : ſo that their being de- 
tained from him, in whom alone can find repoſe, 
is an unſpeakable anguith to their fouls. And what 
adds to their torture, is the ſenſe they now have of 
their fins; of all thoſe ſpots, and ſtains, that diſqualif 
them for the enjoyment of their God; and thoſe 
unha py debts, that keep them at adiſtance from him: 
which they reſent with fo great horrour, that heaven 
itſelf. Fould be no heaven to them, if their fins were to 
follow them thither. | | | 
Confider 2dly, that beſides theſe two kinds of ſuf- 
ferings, from the abſence of God, and the preſence of 
fin, ch are common (though not in an equal degree) 
to all theſe impriſoned ſpirits: there are other great tor- 
ments inflifted on ſuch as have been great debtors, and 
negligent penitents; but all with a juſt 18 to 
8 They fhall be Javed ſaith the Apoftle, 767 
es by fire, 1 Cor. iii. 15: But what kind of fire? O! 
a fre kindled by the wrath of God: a fire which will 
etrate their whole Touls, and burn, without con- 
uming, in Tome for many years, in ſome per even 
to the day of judgment. But becauſe it is Jard they ſhalt 
be /aved——this fire is made ligli of, ſaich St. * 
1 5 ( * m 
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(rem age; farely though they ſhall be ſaved by 
r 


af, yet is this fire more grievous, than whatfc a nan 
can ſuffer in thts life. Chniſhans, fee then how much 
ou are enemies to your own ſouls, when for fear of 
| theſe finful carcaſes, you neglett to puniſh 
yaur Poa by mortifications and penance; and by this 
means reſerve ſo much more fuel for this burning fire. 
Conſider gdly, that however rigorous the La 
juſtice is, in the puniſhment it inflitts, on account of 
fin, upon theſe fouls that are in this ſtate of a fiery pur- 
gation; yet their condition admits of many comforts, 
that are denied to the damned; which make an im- 
menſe difference between the one fire and the (other. 
For as theſe ſouls have departed this life, in the ftate 
of charity and grace; true penitents, though umperfett: 
they are here comforted with a good conſcience, .and 
with the aſſurance they have that they love God, and 
are loved by him: they know that they are his chil- 
dren, and under his protettion: and that. their ſuffer- 
ings will ſoon have an end; (for all time is ſhort) and 
will terminate in the never.ending joys of a happy 
eternity. In the mean while, the love they have for 
God, gives them a perfe& conformity with his blefſed 
will, and a certain peace, content, and joy in all they 
ſuffer, becauſe ſuch is his will: they even defire that 
divine juſtice ſhould be ſatisfied ; and lovingly emtbrace 
thoſe flames that are to purify them from the ruſt of 
ſin, and to fit them for bim. 0 how happy ſhould we 
be, if under all our ſufferings here, we entered imo the 
like ſentiments! Such a purgatory as this, of ten porul 
ſuſſerings, endured with reſignation, humility, and love, 
would go a great way towards purifying our ſouls from 
our ſins, and fitting them for heaven. ' 
Conclude, fince nothing impure can ever come to 
de united to the infinite purity of God, till it te firſt 
thoroughly - purged, either in this world, or the 
next; to make it thy buſineſa, to get thyſelf thoroughly 
— here; by penitential labours, by patience in 
uffering, and by fervour in the practice of all virtues, 
but eſpecially of divine cherity. For this will be to 
n | thee 
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thee a far more eaſy, mild and wholeſome purgatory, 
than the dreadful fire of the world to come. 


Jury 17. On the terrors of the laſt day. 


8 SIDER firſt, that nothing can be conceived 
more terrible than the proſpect the ſcripture gives 
us of the laſt accountin — „with all the prodigies 
that ſhall go before it. The . ſhall be darkened, the 
moon red as blood; the ſtars without light, and ſeem- 
ing to fall from the firmament; the earth ſhall be ſhaken 
with violent eartbquakes; che ſea ſwelling and roaring 
with unuſual tempeſts; the elements all in confuſion, 
and whole nature in diſorder. The great day of the 
Lord is near, ſaith the prophet, (Sophon. i. 14, 15.) it is 
near, and exceeding ſurft :—That day is a day of wrath, 
4 day of tribulation and diſtreſs, a day of calamity and 
miſery, a day 0 2 and obſcurity, a day of clouds, 
and whirlwinds, &c. But oh! what will then be the 
thoughts of unhappy ſinners, who ſhall ſee themſelves 
threatened with 15 theſe frightful ſigns of the divine 
indignation? Alas! they wil perfectly wither dway, 
according to the expreſſion of the goſpel, (Luke xxi. 
26.) /or p and WN of what ſhall come ſon the 
whole world; and through the apprehenſion of that diſ- 
mal tragedy, which {hall ſuddenly follow after theſe 

frightful preludes. | 
_ Conſider 2dly, that theſe terrors will chieſly af- 
Fett the wicked, againſt whom they are all levelled; 
ſo that they ſhall then b gin to ſay to the mountains : 
fall upon us, and to the hills cover us, (Luke xxiii. go.) 
and hide us from the face of him that fitteth upon the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great 
day of thetr wrath is come, and who ſhall be able to and 
Apoc. vi. 16, 17. But as for the true ſervants of God, 
who are his friends, and children; when theſe things 
ſhall begin to come to paſs, they are bid (Luke xxii. 28.) 
to lock up, and to lift up their heads; becauſe their re- 
demption is at hand. And ſurely the more they love 
God, nd take to heart the intereſt of the glory of 
Chriſt, at d the coming of lus everlaſling kingdom; the 
; r miore 
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mote will they rejoice at the approaches of that day, 
that ſhall be ſo glorious to him, and ſo happy for all his 
ele. The day, in which he ſhall be publickly acknow- 
ledged by the whole univerſe, for the great Lord and 
judge of all: the day, in which he will finally triumph 
over all his enemies, and make all his ſervants ſharers in 
his triumph, and glory: the day in which he will put 
an end to the uſurpation of Satan, and to the reign of 
{in and death; ſend them all to their proper place, 
never to come out any more: the day in which he will 
aboliſh for ever the corruption of the fleſh, together 
with the old man; and all the errors, and lying fooleries 
of a deluded, and deluding world; and will eſtabliſh 
the eternal reign of incorruption, juſtice, and truth. 
In fine, the day, in which he will wonderfully renew 
doth heaven and earth; and bring all his ſervants into 
the never-ending joy of their Lord. O when ſhall 
that happy day come! | 

Conſider gdly, that after all thoſe frightfu] ſymp- 
toms, above rehearſed, of the laſt agony, and final ex- 
piring of this ſinful world: a fire ſhall come raging like 
a torrent; that wilt at once involve all the kingdoms 
of the earth in devouring flames; ſweeping oft, and 
conſuming all it ſhall find upon the whole face of the 
globe, — reducing all to Imoak and aſhes. Where 
then, O ye worldlings, will be all theſe painted toys 
you are now ſo fond of? Where will be your gardens 
and palaces? Where your gold, and ſilver, your coſtly 
plate and jewels, your pompous equipages, and what- 
ſoever elſe you ſeem to poſſeſs, in this dream of your 
mortal life? Alas! all theſe things will end in ſmoke ; 
and when you wake you will find nothing in your hands. 
Pſ: Ixxv. O that men would be wife, and would undey- 
fand, and would provide for thety laft end! Deut. xxxni. 
29. Do thou atleaſt, O my ſoul, learn to be wiſe, by 
the conſideration of this laſt fire, that ſhall ſo ſuddenly 
put an end to = ops worldly bubbles: and eee 
care to provide for thyſelf, ing up thy treaſure in 
heaven - where rr ol be Cart he Track of this 
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5 Conclude to be always afraid of ſin; to fly and ab- 
pHhor it above all evils; and thou ſhalt have nothing to 
fear at the laſt day. | | 5 


3 Jury 18. On the general reſurreci ion. 


f AONSIDER firſt, that this world being now at 
an end, the Archangel ſhall ſound the laſt trum. 

pet; and with a loud voice will call for all the dead to 
anſe, and to come to judgment: this voice ſhall at - 
once be heard over -all the univerſe, and preſently 
obeyed : it ſhall pierce the higheſt heavens, and pene- 
trate down to the loweſt abyſs of hell. At this voice, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an gye, by the almighty 
power of our great Creator, all the children of Adam, 

rom the firſt to the laſt, ſhall ariſe from the duſt ; and 
every ſoul ſhall again be united to its own body, never 
more to part for eternity: that as the foul and voy 
have in this world been partners in good, or evil; fo 
they may in the world to come be ſharers alſo in re- 
ward or puniſhment. Chriſtians, let the ſound of this 
laſt trumpet, always eccho in your ears. | 

Conſider 2dly, the wonderful difference there will 
be, at the time of this general reſurrettion, between 
the bodies of the juſt and thoſe of the wicked. The 
juſt will riſe in bodies moſt beautiful, purer than the 
ſtars, brighter than the ſun, immortal and impaſlible: 
but the wicked will riſe in bodies, ſuitable to their de- 
ſerts, foul, black, hideous, and every way loatliſome and 
inſupportable; immortal it is true, but to no other end 
than to endure immortal torments. Oh! what an in- 
expreſſible torture will it be to theſe wretched ſouls to 
be forced into ſuch odious carcaſes; and to be con- 
demned to an eternal confinement, in ſuch a horrid, 
and filthy priſon? O learn then my ſoul, to keep thy 
body now pure {rom the corruption of carnal fins, Jeſt 
Otherwiſe it come to be at that day a fad aggravation of 
thy never-ending miſery. | 

Conſider gdly, with ow much joy and delight, the 
ſouls of the juſt ſhall be again united to their bodies, 
which they have ſo long deſired; and with 1 * af- 

8  fettion 
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 feftion they will embrace thoſe old companions and 
partners of all their labours, of all their ſufferings _ 
and mortifications; and now deſigned to ſhare with 
them in the glory of the heavenly Sion, and to give no 
ſmall addition to their everlaſting happineſs, But Oh! 
what dreadful curſes will paſs at the melancholy meet- 
ing of the ſouls and bodies of the reprobate! Accurſed 
carrion, will the ſoul ſay, was it to gratify thee, and to 
indulge thy brutiſh r that I have forfeited 
the immortal joys of heaven? Ah! wretch, to give 
thee a filthy pleaſure of a moment, I have damned 
both myſelf and thee to all eternity. O thrice accur- 
ſed carcaſe, it is juſt, that thou who haſt been the cauſe 
of my damnation, ſhouldſt be my partner in eternal 
wo! But oughteſt not thou rather, O unhappy ſoul, to 
be a thouſand times over accurſed by thy body, fince it 
was thy buſineſs, and was in thy power, to have fub- 
jected its paſſions, and luſts, to the rules of reaſon and 
religion; and thou didſt rather chuſe for the fake of a 
momentary delight, to enflave 22 to its ſenſual in- 
clinations, and ſo to purchaſe hell both for thyſelf and 
it ? Ah Chriſtians, let us at leaſt learn to be wiſe, and 
to keep both our body and ſoul in good order here; 
that they both may be eternally happy together here- 
after. | $1 28 
Conclude to prevent the terrours, that will ſeize the 
wicked at that great ſummons, of the laſt 
which ſhall call the dead from their graves, to go forth 
to meet the judge; by giving ear now to another ſum- 
mons of the great trumpet of the Holy Ghoſt, calling 
upon thee by the Apoſtle (Eph. v. 14.) Riſe thou who 
ficepeſt, and arije from the dead (that is, from the death 
of ſin, to the life of grace) and Chrift will enlighten 
thee, Thus by having part in tie firſt reſurrection, thou 
wilt provide in time, againſt that great day, when time 
= be no more. Thus thou ſhalt eſcape the ſecond 
doth. | | 


Jury 
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JvLy 19. On the coming of the judge. 


C ONSIDER firſt, that the dead being riſen, ſhall 
immediately be aſſembled together from all places, 
to meet the judge: and this, as it is thought, near je- 
ruſalem, in the ſight of mount Olivet, and of mount 
Calvary, where our Lord heretofore ſhed his blood for 
our redemption. O! what a fight will it be to behold 
here all the children .of Adam, an innumerable multi- 
tude of all nations, ages, and conditions, ſtanding toge- 
ther, without any diſtinction now of rich or poor, great 
or little, maſter or ſervant, monarch or ſubject; ex- 
eepting only the diſtinction of good and bad, which 
will be wonderful and eternal. Alas! how mean a 
figure will an Alexander, or a Ce/ar, make at this ap- 
pearance; or any of thoſe celebrated heroes of anti- 
| Quity, whoſe very name has made whole nations 
tremble ? Thofe mighty monarchs, that had once the 
world at their beck, are now levelled with the meaneſt 
of their ſlaves, and would wiſh a thouſand times, the 
had never worn the diadem. And haſt thou, my foul, 
never well conſidered, the part thou ſhalt have to act 
in this laſt ſcene ? W 
Conſider adly, how the great judge will immediately 
make his appearance; and every eye ſhall ſce him, com- 
ing down from heaven, wh great power and majeſty; 
armed with all the terrors of his juſtice, and ſurrounded 
with all his heavenly legions. O how different from 
his firſt coming, will this his ſecond appearance be! 
His firſt coming was with wonderful meekneſs and 
humility ; . that was our day, in which be came 
to redeem us by his mercy ; but at his ſecond coming, 
it will be his day, in which his juſfice will take place, to 
revenge upon ſinful man the cauſe of his injured mercy, 
with a final ven ce once for all. Ah miſerable 
ſinners! How will you then be able to ſtand before his 
face, or bear his wrathful countenance ? How will you 
then wiſh to hide your guilty heads, even in the loweſt 
hell, rather than to endure this dreadful appearance ? 
But all in vain ; you muſt and it out. 
ETD | Conlider 
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Conſider gdly, how upon this occaſion the royal 
ſtandard of the croſs the Jign of the Son of many will 
be carried before the Judge, ſhining more bright than 
the ſun, to the unſpeakable comfort of the good; and 
the intolerable anguiſh and confuſion of the wicked; 
for having made ſo little advantage of the ineſtimable 


benefit of their redemption. Here they ſhall plainly 5 


ſee, what their God has ſuffered for their ſalvation: 
and how great has been his love for them; that bound- 
leſs and unparalleled” love, which brought him down 
from his throne of glory, and nailed him to the croſs. 
O how will they now condemn their paſt obſtinacy in 
fin, with all their blindneſs and ingratuude! O how 
will this glorious _—_ juſtify, in the face of the whole 
univerſe, the condutt of God, and the dreadful tor- 
ments he has prepared for unrepenting ſinners! For 
what leſs than a miſerable eternity can be puniſhment 
enough for ſo much obſtinacy in ſin, after ſo much 
goodneſs and love? | 
Conclude to take care, whilſt thou haſt time, to make 
a proper proviſion for this great appearance, by turning 
now to God, with thy whole heart, and embracing a 
enitential life: for why ſhouldſt thou go on any 
0 adding daily ſin to ſin, and ſo — up to 
Shelf wrath againſt thts day of wrath? Rom. ii. 5. 


Jo lv 20. Oz the ſeparation of the good and the bad. 


ONSIDER firſt, how the 3 Judge, being 


ſeated on his glorious throne aloft in the air, at- 
tended with all his millions of millions of Angels, in 
their different orders and hierarchies, will . give 
His command, which {hall be inſtantly obeyed, for the 
final and eternal ſeparation of the good from the bad: 
after which theſe two companies ſhall never, never 
more meet, Then {hall all the true ſervants of God, 
be caught up in the clouds, to Chriſt in the air; 1 Theſ. 
iv. 16, and be placed with honour on his right hand: 
and ſuch of them as, like the Apoſtles, have in their life- 
time quitted all things elſe to follow him, will alfo 
take their ſeats with him, as judges both of Angels and 


men, 
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men, Matt. xix. 25. 1 Cor. vi. 2, g. But all the 
wicked, together with the devils, whom they have fol- 
lowed, ſhall be driven with ignominy to the left hand. 
And thon, my foul, where doſt thou expe& to ſtand at 
that day? In which of theſe two companies ſhalt thou 
de ranked? Thou haſt it now in thy choice; but ſhalt 
not have it then. Chooſe then now, in this thy day, 
that better part, that will never be taken from thee, 
Luke x. E 
Conſider 2dly, what will then be the thoughts of th 
grandees of the world, of the rich, of the worldly wiſe, 
of the great heroes, of the fine ladies, &c. when th 
Mall ſee the poor in ſpirit, the meek, the humble, that 
were fo contemptible in their eyes, when they were 
here in this mortal life, now honoured and exalted ; 
and crowned with immortal glory, dignity, ſtrengthand 
beauty : but themſelves depreſſed to the loweſt extre- 
mity of difgrace, contempt, and irremediable want of 
all things. O! what horrour, what confuſion, what 
envy, what rage, will oppreſs their ſouls to ſee this 
ſtrange cataſtrophe! O what will then be their ſenti- 
ments of all thoſe empty toys, which they had been ſo 
fond of in their life-time! How will they now con- 
demn their own madneſs, in having ſet their hearts 
upon thoſe lying follies; to the eternal loſs of their 
immortal fouls! How will they now wiſh a thouſand 


and a thoufand times, they had followed the examples 


of the Saints, and walked in the charming paths of | 


virtue and devotion! 

Conſider gdly, in what manner, the ſentiments, which 
the wicked will have on this occaſion, are expreſſed by 
the Spirit of God, (W:/Jom v.) Theſe ſceing it (viz. the 

' glorious exaltation of the juſt) ſhall be troubled with 
orrible fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſuddenne/s of 
their unexpetted ſalvation: ſaying within themſetoes, 
repenting. and groaning for —— of ſpirit: theſe are 
they whom we had ore in derifion, and for a para 
ble of reproach : we fools efteemed their life madneſs, and 
their end without honour : behold how they are numbered 
among the children of God; and their lot is ar 
nts. 
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Saints. Therefore we have erred from te way. of truth, 
and the light of juſtice hath not ſhined _ us, and the 
fun of underflanding hath not riſen upon us: we weed. 
ourſelves in the way of iniquity and —— and 
we have walked through hard ways, but the way of the 
Lord we have not known. What hath pride e profited 
2 — _ 3 ge hath the py 
rought us? All thoſe things are au e a ſha- 
3 and hthe a — — an, 3 a ſſup that 
uh through the waves, whereof, when ic is gone by, 
e trace cannot be found o we being born forthwith 
— 2 to be, and have been able to ſhew no mark of tur- 
tue: but are conſumed in our wekedneſs. Ah! Chriſ- 
tians, mark well theſe ſpeeches of the reprobate, and 
take effettual meaſures whilſt you have time, that their 
3 may W be yours. by 
oncludg to fly now from the midſi of Babylon: 
ſtanding s 4 the —— — —— of a 
. world; and ſeparating yourſelves from the ſo- 
ciety of the wicked, in time; that you may not be in- 
volved in their eternal miſery. 


Jury 21. On the opening of the baoks. 


4 firſt, what we read in the word of 
.> God, of the op of the books, when God 
will fit down to j vii. e 

prophet, ful thrones were placed, and the ancient of 
fat down. —— Thouſands of of thouſands mini ſlered to 2422 
and ten thouſand times a hundred 22 /and flood before 
him: the judgment ſat, and THE BOOKS WERE O- 
PENED, And Revel, xx. 11, 12. J ſaw @ great white 

throne, ſaith St. John, and one fitting upon it, f 

e the earth and heaven away, and- Was ny 
place found for them. And J 2 the dead, great and 
» flanding before the' throne, and THE Books 
WERE OPENED : and another book,was opened, winch 
is the book of life: and the dead were jud, d by tho/e 
things which were written in the books, 5 ing to thar 
wor Chriſtians, attend to theſe awful truths: and 
—_ well on theſe On by the contents of which 
you 
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you are to be judged. The ſtudy of theſe will be of 
. infinitely more importance to you, than the knowledge 
of all the books of the belles lettres, and human ſcien- 
ces, which muſt all perifh in the laſt fire. 

Conſider 2dly, what theſe books are, which will be 


produced, and ſet open at the day of judgment. In 


the firſt place, there will be the books of our conſci- 


ences: with all the divine records, in which our 


thoughts, words and actions, are punctually regiſtered. 
In the ſecond place, the books of the goſpel, of the 
rules of life preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt, and of the com- 
mandments of God. laſtly the book of life; even 
that book, in the firſt line of which it is written of Je- 
ſus Chriſt (P/ xxxix.) that he ſhould come, to do his 
Father's will ; and in which the names of all ſtand re- 
corded, under the name of Jeſus Chriſt, who with him, 
and through him, have made it the main buſineſs of 
Sheir life, to do the will of him, and of his Father; and 
who have embraced the law of his love in the very 
midſt of their hearts. Chriſtians, examine yourſelves 
now by theſe books; judge yourſelves now by. theſe 
books: and all will be well with you then. See how 

our accounts now ſtand in your own conſcience: but 


O! beware of the deluſions of ſelf-Jove. Reflect how 


all your thoughts, words and attiens, in the moment 
they go from you, are preſently enrolled in the divine 


books. Ah! in what condition are | ang to appear 
the trial of the 


there! Will your life be able to flan 
book of the goſpel? Or will not rather your faith riſe 
up in judgment againſt you, and condemn you, for 
having renounced in practice what you profeſſed to be- 
heve? Has your name any place in the book of life, 
_ none are entered but ſuch as do the will of 
- Conſider gdly, how upon the opening theſe books, 
the ſins of the reprobate ſhall not only all appear, in 
their moſt odious ſhapes, to their own eyes; but alſa 
be expoſed to the public view of that whole immenſe 
aſſembly, of all heaven and earth ; viſible and evident 
to the eyes of all, both angels and men, good and _ 
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Ah! poor ſinner, where wilt thou then hide thy head f 
What ſhame, what anguiſh will oppreſs thee, when all 
thy filth and abominations; all thy works of darkneſs, 
which thou hadſt committed in the greateſt ſecrecy, 
and which thou wouldſt not have had known. to thy 
friends and acquaintance for all the world; and perhaps 
couldſt not find in thy heart to diſcloſe, even to one 
ym tied by all laws to an eternal ſecrecy, ſhall now 
be diſplayed before thy face, with all their aggravating 
circumſtances, in this great conſiſtory of the whole 
or prevent by a hearty repentance; and 
onclude to t by a 6 tarice;. and a 
ſincere confeſſion of a thy ilt; now whilſt thou 
haſt time, the dreadful confuſion, which otherwiſe 
thou muſt ſuffer at that day: and the great juqge will 
then ratify the abſolution, that has been given thee 
here, 3 of his commiſſion, and clear thee from 
all thy ſins. , 


JuLy 22. On the converfion of St; Mary Magdalene 
; OE. Luke vii. 4 
CONSIDER firſt, the ſudden and wonderful'change 
God was pleaſed to work in the heart of this glo- 
rious penitent. Befold'a "woman in the city, that was a 
finner, (ſays St. Luke) when ſhe knew' that Jeſus was at 
meat in the houſe of the Phariſee, brought an alabaſter 
box of ointment': and flanding behind at his ſtet ſhe be- 
gan to waſh his feet with her ttars, and ſhe unped them 
with the hairs of her head, and ſhe hifſed his feet, and 
anounted them with the ointment. Luke vii. 37, by 


here, my foul, a penitent indeed; thoroughly pene- 
trated with the ſenſe of the dreadful evil of hes ſins, 
and therefore not to he reſtrained, either by ſhame. os 
fear, or conſiderations, of what the world would 
think, or ſay, from running immediately to her Sa- 
viour; thought then at table, and in the midI of the 
Phariſees; -and there to do publick penance, without. 
. their cenſures, or contempt. O ſee what it 
is for a ſoul to have her eyes truly opened, to diſcover 
the deformity of her fins, and to view thoſe odious 

1 1 monſters, 


| 
/ 
1 


ts whom 
an inviolable fidelity, and unalterable affettion, as not 
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monſters, in their true ſhagg, which have ſo long pot 
ſeſſed her! She thinks every moment an age, till by 
running to our Lord, ſhe can get rid of her guilt; what- 
ever it may coſt her, or whoever may ſcoff at her, or 
cenſure her for it. | 
Conſider 2dly, the chieſeſt ingredients in Magda- 
lene's converfion ; her faith, her humility, her love, her 
penitential tears; and her dedicating now to the 2 

of her Lord, all that ſhe had before employed in fi 
Her /aith, joined with her humble confidence in the 
goodneſs, and mercy of her Saviour, appears in her 
running to him, to be waſhed and cleanſed by him 
from all her filth, in the true fountain of life. Her 
humility appears in her not daring to come before his 
face, nor to addreſs herſelf to him in words: but ſtand- 
ing behind at his feet, and ſpeaking to his heart by 
floods of tears. Her ardent love ſhews itſelf, in her 
often kiſſing his feet, and in the penilential tears it pro- 
duces; and 1s therefore taken notice of by our Lord, 
as the main diſpoſition towards her juſtification ; Many: 
fins are forgiven ler, ſaid he, for ſie hath loved ET 
verſe 47. And now her hair, her precious pintments, 
her whole ome, are wholly dedicated to her Saviour: 
rom this time forward {he adkecres, with ſuch 


even to ſuffer herſelf to be kept off from him, either by 
per's mpg of the croſs, or the horrour of the ſe- 


pulchre. See ſinners, what it is to be a perfect con - 
vert, what it is to be a penitent indeed. 


Conſider gdly, the leſſons all Chriſtians may learn 


Fa 


from Magdalene's converſion. And firſt, a ſenſe of 


the wonderful mercies of God, who thus changes, in 


an inſtant, the greateſt ſinners into the greateſt Saints: 
that ſo we may never deſpair of the converſion of any 
one; nor ever preſume to deſpiſe poor ſinners, how 
abandoned ſoever; or to prefer ourſelves before any 
of them; ſince whatever they are to-day, to-morrow 
they may be great penitents, and great favourites of 
heaven. Secondly, we muſt learn, from this great ex- 
ample, a ready compliance with the graces 1 
| ; 
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God; with a courage, and reſolution to overcome the 
oppoſition, we ſhall be ſure to meet with in our return 
to God, from old habits, human reſpetts, or any other 
conſiderations. Alas! if Magdalene had regarded the 
cenſures of the world, or delayed her converſion, for 
fear of what the Phariſees would ſay or think of her, 
| in all appearance, ſhe would have died in her fins, 
| Thirdly, we may learn by her example, that the moſt 
Afectual means for the remiſſion of all our ſins, and the 
advancing our ſouls to the perfection of all holineſs, is 
an ardent love of our bleſſed Redeemer; and a repen- 
tance influenced by love. Happy we, if we can but 
learn of her, to go daily in this penitential ſpirit to the 
feet of Chriſt! He never rejetts a penitent lover. 
Conclude, if thou haſt followed Magdalene in her 
ſins, to imitate her alſo in her converſion: and the 
more, and the greater thy ſins have been, to make the 
reater return of love to him, who has ſo 'mexcifully 
| ag thee in thy ſins, and ſo lovingly forgiven thee 
that immenſe debt, which thou owedſt to his juſtices 


JuLy 2g. On the laſi ſentence of the good, 


ONSIDER firſt, that the great aſſizes of the 
A Taſt day will be concluded by a definitive ſentence :. 

by which the juſt, after a glorious rehearſal of all their, 

good works, will be called up to @ kingdom where ſor- 

rows never enter, and joys never end; and the wicked 

will be condemned to the diſmal dungeons of everlaſt-. 

ing fire. But firſt give ear, O my foul, to that ſweet 

| and amiable invitation, (which thou hopeſt ſhall be one, 
| day _ by which their dear Lord will call all his, 


ſervants, his f 
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is friends, and his children, into the glorious, 
manſions ol eternal bliſs. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
will he ſay; prfſe/s the kingdom prepared for you, from, 
the foundation of the world. Matt. xxv. 34. O ha y, 
| invitation! O happy; thrice happy, they, that ſhall 6 
found worthy to partake of this joy ful ſentence! What + 
unſpeakable ſatisfattion and delight, what torrents of 
| Joy, and plealure, will flow into their ſouls, at the hear. . 


ang of it! But oh! What envy, what rage will * 
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the ſouls of the reprobate, when they ſhall hear this in- 


vitation, and ſhall ſee ſeveral of their own acquaintance 
going to take poſſeſſion of that eternal kingdom; which 
they might alſo have ſo eaſily purchaſed; but by their 
folly and ſtupidity, have blindly exchanged for the 
flames of hell? 

Conſider 2dly, and weigh well at thy leiſure, the 
words of this happy ſentence : Come, ſays the judge, 
bleſſed of my Father, &c. Come, (O ſweet invitation! 

m the vale of tears, to the bliſsful regions of never- 
ending joys. Come from a 2 —— to 
your true — country : from your mortal pilgri- 
mage, in the midſt of croſſes, labours, conflicts and 
dangers, to your bleſſed home, in the fair and lovely 
manſions of reſt and peace, in the eternal Sion: where 
you ſhall meet with all that your heart can deſire, to 
compleat your happineſs; where you ſhall be for ever 
inebriated by the plenty of my houſe; and drink for 
ever at the fountain of life. Ariſe, my beloved, the unn- 
ter is now paſt, the floods and ſtorms are all over, ani» 
and come. Come enter into the joy of your Lord; the 
kingdom is prepared #4 you, from the beginning; an 
univerſal good, a bleſſing —_— all bleſſings; and 
extended to endleſs ages. O my ſoul, learn to * 
all other — meſs, in hopes of having aſhare, one day, 
in this bleſſed ſentence. f 

Conſider gdly, that what is moſt to be admired and 
loved in this heavenly ſentence, is that it brings our 
ſouls to an eternal union with God himſelf, our only- 
true and ſovereign good. This come, this ſweet word 
of ſalvation, draws us to our God, unites us to him, re- 
ceives us into the very boſom of his goodneſs: and in 
2 manner transforms us into him. And nothing leſs: 
could ever truly ſatisfy our fouls! O happy bleſſing in- 
deed, to be thus bleſſed of the Father; by an eternal 
union with himſelf. O happy ＋ in which we 
ſhall eternally live and reign with the ever living God! 
Frejoired, faid the royal prophet, P/. exxi. at the 7 4 
that: were ſaid to me: we ſhall go into the houſe of t 
Ford. But O my ſoul, how much more oughteſt thau- 

25 to 
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to rejoice at the happy proſpect of thy being one day 
called, not only into the houſe of the Lord, but even 
to a union with the Lord himſelf? : | 
Conclude to ſpare no pains to ſecure. to thyſelf this 
happy ſentence by a. diligence in all good works, more 
eſpecially works of mercy, and chanty; which by the 
golpel, are particularly entitled to the ſentence of he 
elcc . 


Iv LY 24. On the laſt ſentence of the 1 | 
'$ ONSIDER firſt, how the great judge, after hav- 


ing invited the juſt to his glorious kingdom: turn- 
ing himſelf towards the wicked on his left hand, with 
fire in his eyes, and terrour in his countenance, will 
thunder out againſt them the dreadful ſentence of their 
irrevocable doom, in theſe words. Depart from me, 
you curſed, into mee & fire, which was prepared for 
the devil and his angels, 2 xxv. O ſinners, weigh 
well every word of this frightful ſentence. Depart, 
ſaith he, go, be gone for ever, far from me;. far from 
the joys of my kingdom, and the ſociety of my children, 
into the place you have choſen, and blindly 1 
be fore heaven; into the darkſome dungeons of hell be- 
low, prepared for Satan and his aſſociates, whoſe part 
you have taken againſt me. O terrible excommunica- 
tion, to be cut off for ever from the fociety of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Saints! O cruel divorce, to be eternally 
ſeparated from God, and all that is good? O diſmal 
and everlaſting baniſhment, to be excluded from the 
city of God, and ſent into the low and horrid regibn 
of the ſecond death? Ah! wretches, who make ſo little 
now of loling God, and his grace, by mortal fin; what 
will you then think, when you ſhall be doomed'to this 
eternal ſeparation from the ſource of all good! But 
whither.are you to go from him? Alas! into everlaſting 
fire, there to burn as long as God is God, in the com- 
poop of the devil and his angels. O dreadful eternity! 
Conſider adly, that terrible and univerſal curſe, 
which this ſentence of condemnation involves. Depart 
4 5 : 5 rom 
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from me, — curſed, ſays the fovereign judge: as if 


he ſhould ſay, you ſhall go from me, but take my cur/e 
along with you. I would have given you my bleſſing; 
but you would not receive it: a curſe you have choſen; 
and a cur/e ſhall be your everlaſting lot. It ſhall ſtick. 
cloſe to you, like a garment, which you ſhall never put 
off; it ſhall enter into your very bowels, and ſearch in- 
to the very marrow of your hones. A cur/e upon your 
eyes, never to ſee the leaſt glimpſe of comfortable light: 
a cur/e upon your ears, to hear no other muſick far all 
eternity, but irightful ſhrieks and groans: à cur/e on 
your taſte, to be ever embittered with the gall of dra- 
gons: a cur/e on your ſmell, to be always tormented 
with the intolerable ſtench of the bottomleſs pit: a 
_ on your feeling, and on all the members of your 
to be for ever burning, and never to conſume, in 
a fire that ſhall never be quenched, O dreadful com- 
plication of irremediable evils! | 
Conſider gdly, that this terrible cu7/e will not only 
be extended to the body, and all its ſenſes and mem. 
bers: it will alſo reach the ſoul, and all its powers and 
faculties. As if the great judge ſhould alſo ſay : a cur/e 
upon your underſtanding, never to be enlightened with 
any ray of truth: a cur/e upon you will, never to at- 
tain to any thing it loves or deſires, but to be always 
bound down to what it hates and abhors: a cur/e upon 
your memory, to be ever revolving, in the bitterneſs of 
a fruitleſs repentance, the folly and A all thoſe 
ſhort lived pleaſures, and worldly toys, for which you 
have forfeited a happy eternity: a cur/e upon your con- 
ſcience, to be ever gnawed by the worm that never 
dies: a cur/e upon your whole ſoul, to be a hell to it, 
ſelf; ever torn in pieces with moſt violent paſhons, of 
fury, envy, hatred and deſpair. Good God! let me 
never be ſo miſerable as to incur this dreadful and irre- 
vocable curſe. But fee how this ſentence is no ſooner 
pronounced, but the earth opens, and ſwallows down 
at once, all this wretched multitude, with the devils 
that ſeduced them, into the loweſt hell; and then he 
gate is ſhut upon them, never, never to be opened! — 
23 the 
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the fatal conſequences of all worldly pride! O the dif. 

mal end of carnal pleafures! | 
Conclude to turn now to God with thy whole heart; 

and henceforward infeparably adhere to him: thus thou 


wilt ſecure to thyſelf a bleffing at that day, inſtead of a 
curſe. 


5 JuLy 25. On St. James. 

ONSIDER firſt, that St. James the fon of Ze. 

A_ bedee, the elder brother of St. John the Apoſtle 
was one of thoſe diſciples, to whom our Lord was plea- 
fed to ſhew a more particular favour and love: he was 
one of the three, that were choſen to be witneſſes of 
the glory of his transfiguration : one of the three, that 
were admitted tobe prefent, when he raiſed to life the 
daughter of Jairus: and one of the three, whom he 
took along with him, to ſtay, and watch with him in his 
prayer and agony in the garden. O how great muſt 
the faith, and love of St. James have been, that he 
ſhould be ſuch a favourite of Jefus? How happy are 
they, who like St. James, keep cloſe to Jeſus, in his 
ſorrows and fuffermgs, no leſs than in his joys and glo- 
ry! The zeal, and fervour, of St. James, and of his 
brother St. John in the cauſe of Chriſt, obtained for 
them, from our Lord, the ſurname of Boanerges or ſons 
of thunder. This glorious name they made good in 
their preaching, and in their labours: and St. James, 
with this advantage, that he was the firſt of all the A. 
poſttes who laid down his life for the love of his ma- 
ſter, and ſealed his doctrine with his blood. O glorious 
death! to die for love, not of any mortal beauty, or 
worldly honour, or friends, or country; but for the 
love of our Lord, the true and everlaſting life. O how 
happy are all thofe ſufferings, that are endured for the 
love of Chriſt! | | 1 
Conſider 2dly, from the epiſtle of this day, {1 Cor. iv.) 
-what kind of ſufferings St. James and his fellow Apoſtles 
endured daily for the love of Chriſt, and with 8 a- 
tience and charity 


, they fupported them. I think, ſays 
St, Paul, that God hath. ſet forth us Apoſtles, the laſt, as 
3 75 
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it were men appointed to death : becauſe we are made @ 


2 to th? world, and to angels and to men. Me are 


ools for Chriſt's /ake—we are weak—we are without ho- 
nour. Even unto this hour we both hunger and , 
and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no fixed abode : + 
and we labour, working with our own hands: we are re- 
vꝛled, and we bleſs: we are perſecuted, and we ſuffer tt: 
we are ill ſhoken of, and weentreat : we are made as the 
refuſe of the world, the off scouring of all, even until now, 
See, Chriſtians, in what manner the greateſt favourites 
of heaven were treated by the children of the world. 
But no wonder: for their maſter himſelf was treated no 
better: and all who deſire to reign with him, muſt be 
content to ſuffer with him. O happy thoſe croſles 
which bring the ſoul to the eternal enjoyment of her 


_ God! 


„ 


Conſider gdly, from the goſpel of this feſtival, that 
St. James and St. John, though they had been now 
trained up for three years in the ſchool of Chriſt, yet 
before his paſſion and death, and their receiving the 
Holy Ghoſt, had not yet perfectly put off the old man, 
or purged away the old leaven of ambition and ſelt- 
ſeeking, and therefore they induced their mother to 
petition for them, that they might ſit, the one on the 
right hand of Chriſt, the other on the left, in his king- 
dom. Chriſtians, beware of ambition, beware of de- 
firing to be honoured, to be praiſed, to be exalted, or 
preferred before others: beware of all the ſubtleties of 
ride, and ſelf-love: if it found its way even into the 
hool of Chriſt, (as it had done before, into the earthly 
paradiſe, and even into heaven itſelf) it is recorded as a 


warning for us; that ſo dangerous and ſubtle an evil, 


may not make its way with far greater eaſe into our 

unguarded ſouls. But hearken to the words of our 

Lord, upon this occaſion. You know not, ſays he, what 

you aſk, Can you drink of the chalice that I ſhall drink ? 
1a 


&c. O how true it is that we &now not what we aſh, 


when we aſk for honours, preferments, riches, plea- 
ſures, &c, which inſtead of bringing us nearer to our 
God, are too apt to carry us away from bim! It is 
. _ 4 
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drinking with Chriſt of the chalice of his paſſion; it is 


taking up our croſs, and following him, 1s the true 


means, of divine appointment, which is to bring us to 


Chriſt, and to entitle us to fit down with him on his 
throne; and to reign eternally with him. 

Conclude to let it be thy great ambition, to keep as 
cloſe as thou canſt to thy Lord, with thy croſs = thy 
ſhoulders, by diligent working, — and loving: 
and inſtead of pretending to high things, ſit thee down, 


by humility, in the loweſt place, aud the higheſt will 


de given thee. 


JuLy 26. On St. ANN. 


(CONSIDER firſt, that what gives us the higheſt 


idea of the ſuper-eminent ſanctity of St. Ann, and 
of her bleſſed conſort St. Joachim, is that they were 
choſen bythe decrees of heaven, to be the parents of 
that immaculate virgin, who was to bring forth the 
Saviour of the world, and to be the mother of God. 
O what graces did they not receive, to qualify them 
to Furniſh thi virgin-ſpouſe to the Spirit of God, and 
this virgin-mother to the Son of God! What a ſaint- 
like, win a heavenly education, did they not give to 
their bleſſed child! How perfectly did they make good 
thereby that ſentence of their divine grandſon, that the 
tree is to be known by the fruits! What reverence then, 
what eſteem, what affection, what devotion, do we not 
owe to this bleſſed couple! All the true children of 
Chriſt have ever loved his mother, and conſidered her 
as their mother: how then can we do otherwiſe than 
love alſo theſe two great Saints, to whom we ſtand in- 
debted for ſuth a mother? | | 
Conſider 2dly, from the leſſon, or epiſtle, that is read 
on the feaſt of St. Ann, {out of Proverbs xxxi.) the pro- 
perties of a valiant, that is, of a wiſe and virtuous wo- 
man, as all perfectly agreeing to this great Saint: par- 
ticularly, her perpetual attention to do good, and not 
evil, all the days of her liſe; her unwearied induſtry in 
acquiring the ſpiritual riehes of all virtues; and ſtorin 
up a { "a for eternity; mY diligence in the exertifh 
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of the works of mercy and charity: &c. Strength ana 
«beauty-are her loathing, faith the wiſe man, ſpeaking 
of her interiour, and ſhe ſhall laugh im the laſt day: 
even in that day when the fooliſh admirers of worldly 
vanities will all be ſad and ſorrowful) She hath opened 
ner mouth to miſdom, andthe law: of clemency is on ther 


5 tongue: (By her being ever prudent in her words, and 


charitably compaſſionate in excuſing the defects of her 
neighbours.) She hath. looked well to the paths of her 
'houſe ; and hath not eaten her bread idle: (by a ſerious 
application to keep herſelf always well employed, and 
to ſee that all under her charge are orderly.) Such 
was St. Ann, ſuch ought all Chriſtian matrons to be: 
of ſuch as theſe the Spirit of God adds in the conclu- 
ſion of the chapter: Favour is deceitful, and beauty ts 
'vain : the woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be prat- 
fed. Grove her of the fruit of her hands and let her 
-eworks-prafe her in ilie gates. Yes the Lord himſelf 
will give ber the eternal reward of the fruit of her 
hands: and the gates of the heavenly Sion will reſound 
with her praiſes for ever. 2 | 
Conſider gdly, from-the,poſpel of this day, that ex- 


| :eellent treaſure which St. Ann found, and made her 


on, by giving up all things elſe to purehaſe it for her- 
elf. „ lee of heaven, ſays. our Lord, Matt. xiii, 
44. is lile unto a treaſure hidden in ia, field: which when 
a man at. „lie tulleth it, aud for joy thereof goeth 
wand felleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. . The 
Aingdom of heaven, in this, and other paſſages of the 
015 el, is underſtood of the Aingdom of God within us, 
® — in the ſoul; that & dom, by which he 
lives, and reigns in our interiaur, by faith, hope, and 
love, and the ſpirit of recollection and prayer. Now 
*this kingdom of God in our fouls is a fregſure indeed, 
of inſinite value, which enriches us by the poſſeſſion of 
God himſelf, here by grace, and hereafter in glory. 


This treaſure is hidden from the children of the world, 


ho are ſtrangers to the value of it, and have a very 


mean idea of the happineſs of a ſpiritual and internal 


God, whole eyes are opened 
5 | © 


life: but che children of 
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to the truth, diſcover this ineſtimable treaſure; and: 
ſpare neither pains, nor coſt, to get it into their own 
poſſeſſion : they even ere all they have, to purchaſe it; 
that is, they give up their humours; their paſſions, their 
worldly affections, their ſenſual inclinations, their own- 
will, and every thing elſe that oppoſes ſo great a happt-- 
neſs: and thus this kingdom' of God becomes their 
own; and they themſelves become God's kingdum. 
Thus they begin to enjoy a heaven upon earth. - - 
Conclude to 2 firſt this kingdom ꝙ Cod in thy 
foul, above all things; and all other — l be al- 
4 with infi- 
finite advantage, whatever thou haſt expended in the 
purchaſe of it; and all good ' things 72 the 
along with tu. [ae 
Jurr 27, On Hell. 
ONSIDER firſt, that it will be of no ſmall ſer- 
A vice to thee, in order to keep thee from. going 
down into hell after thy death, if tho 
ſerious meditation, go down thither whilſt thou art 


u wilt now, by: a 


alive; and take a view of that wretched place, by tho 


help of thoſe lights, with which the unerring word of 
God furniſhes thee: Give ear then firſt to-whatis ſaid 
of hell, in the Old-teſtament: where it · is called, Job 
A land (from which there is no coming back)-dark, and 
covered with the obſcurity of death: a land of miſery, and 
darknef5 ; where the ſhadow of death; and: no order; but. 
everlaſting horrour deuelleth. And Wai, x. 9. wherg 
it is called Topheth (from the- name of hard nalval- 
ley, near Jeruſalem, otherwiſe: called Gohenna, where 
910 1 burnt their 8 im ſacriſice to the de- 
vil) of which he ſays: Topheth- 15 prepared from yeſt 
day; prepared b — — = he — 
ments thereof is fire, and mucſi wood; the breath- of the 
Lord as à torrent , brimſtone hendleth it: And. what 
kind of torments are there prepared for the wicked; the 
fame prophet informs us, C . XXXt11: 24. When he 
puts the queſtion to them, which of you can dwell with 
devouring fire? which: of you can endure-everlaſitng burn 
| F 2 


ing 
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?ngs? The wiſe man adds, Ecclus xxxix. That there are 
Hhirits that are created for vengeance, and in their ſury 
lay on gnevous torments: in the time of deſtrutton 
” { pour out their forces, and ſhall appeaſe the wrath 
of ham that made them. Fire, hail, famine and death all 
theſe were created for vengeance: the teeth of beaſts and 
* and ſerpents. 
nſider edly, what a our Lord himſelf 

has given us of hell in his Goſpel: where he calls it 
the gehenna of fire, or the fiery gehenna. St. Matt. v. A 
fre that cannot be quenched, where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not extinguiſhed: and where every one 
hall be ſalted with fire, St. Mark ix. An — Fav 
and. everlafiing pumſhment, St. Matt. xxv. A place o 
torments in flames, where the wicked ſhall not be al- 
lowed even ſo much as one drop of water to cool their 
tongue, St. Luke xvi. A furnace of fire, where there 
be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, St. Matt. xiii. A 
—_— hand and foot, and caſting into exterior dark- 
we/s, St. Matt. xxii. To Which St. John adds, Revel. 
x1v. that the damned, ſhall drink of the wine of theurath 
of God—and. ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſloue— 
and thatithe ſmoke of their torments ſhall aſcend up for 
Ever and ever : and that they have no reft day nor mght, 
Revel. xx. That they ſhall be caſt into the pool of fire 
and brimſtone, which is the ſecond death. To which St. 
Jude allo adds darkneſs and everlaſting chains, verſe 6. 
And St. Paul, 2 The. 1. That : all ſuffer eternal 

Jongg in deſtruction, from the face of the Lord. 

: Confider gdly, what a dreadful ſcene of miſery and 
awO is here ſet before our eyes, in theſe texts of holy 
#cripture: what acomplication of all the worſt of evils, 
and all of them eternal: how many bitter ingredients 
of this of the divine wrath, of which the wicked 
muſt drink in hell, for evermore. Take a view of 
them, O my ſoul, at thy leiſure, that the ſight of them 
may imprint in thee a wholeſome fear of ſin, the only 
evil that can condemn thee to that place of torments. 
O] Conſider well this dying life, or rather this living 


death, of the damne ( this darkſome land; theſe dun- 
| geons 
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this ſalting with fire; theſe flames; which 
F yet — conſume; this — ever 
freſh for ſufferings ; theſe gnawing $; this worm 
that never — this dreadful 2 
nal ſeparation from God, and all thatr is good this per- 

weeping, wailing and gnafhing of teeth; Sc. 
and that all this is endured in the company of devils, 


all theſe inſupportable ſufferings, 
intermiſſion, on remiſhon: Ah! 
to holy writ; according to God's infallible- word: 


ho can bear the leaſt part of it? And ſhall Chriſtians, 


that believe the word of God, dane to ſin ) c 


Conclude, ſeeing thou canſt endure fo. ltde here, to 
take the moſt effeftual means thou art able, now whilſt 


thou haſt ume, to 1 from ever coming inta 


this place of torments. fire of hell can burn no- 


ing but wilful fin. Get rid af this enormous evil; 


„ Jury 28. Some other caſiderations an hell. 


C firſt, that as it is ſaid in holy writ, 


1 Cor. ii. 9. that eye hath nut /cen, nor car heard, 
nem er hath it entered into tlie heant of man, ta concetus, 
what things God has prepared for them that laue him : ſo 
we may alſo-ſay with truth, that neither eye bath ſecn, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of any mortab to conceive what dreadful torments, are 
prepared in hell, for obſtinate ſinners, that wi. ſully die 
enemies of God. The Aimighty is infinite in all his 
attributes: as in his power, wiſdom, goodneſs, c. ſo in 
his avenging juſtice too. He is a God in bell, as much 
as in heaven. So that by the gs of his love, 
mercy and patience here; we may meaſure the. great- 
neſs of his future wrath, and vengeance againſt impe- 
nitent ſinners. By his pure goodueſs and love, he has 
drawn them out of nothieg, and made them ior 1 7 
3 | , 


of horrour and mifery; this binding hand ank 
in eternal chains; this pool af fire and brimſtome; 
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ſelf, and a happy eternity; he has preſerved them, and 


ſuſtained them, for a long time, ever loading them with 
his benefits; he has even come down from his throne 
of glory, to ſeek them when gone aſtray; he has ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be nailed to a diſgraceful croſs for 
their eternal ſalvation; he has frequently delivered 
them from the dangers to which they were daily ex- 
poſed; has patiently borne with their repeated inſolen- 
cies and treaſons; ſtill graciouſly inviting them to re- 
turn to him by repentance; and ſtill offering them his 
mercy, and all good, both for time and eternity. Ah! 


How juſtly then does his patience and goodneſs, after 


being ſo long abuſed, turn into fury? His mercy at 


_ gives place to juſtice : and a thouſand woes to 
tho 


— that _ — tas feel the dreadfu} 
weight of ing hand of the living Gd. 

Conſider y. — — to divines, 
is defined. A perſect and never ending ſlate of happineſs, 
comprizing at once all that ts good, without any mixture 
"of eval. If then damnation be the oppoſite to beati- 
tude, it muſt needs be an everlaſting deluge of all that 
is evil, without the leaſt mixture of good, without the 
leaſt allay of eaſe, without the leaſt glimpſe of comfort; 
a total privation of all happineſs, in a chaos of all mi- 
ſery. | 0 0 e $5: by 

-* Conſider gdly, that the miſery of the damned is wn- 
232 Becauſe — 4 earry with them out of this 
world the enormous guilt of mortal ſin; an infinite 
debt, of which they can never diſcharge the leaſt part; 
a dreadful poiſon, which has tainted and corrupted 


their whole ſouls, for which there is now no medicine: 


a diſmal ftain which has penetrated them through and 


. ghrough, and never can be effaced; which is even 


proof againſt all the flames of hell, which it continually 
nouriſhes; and all the gnawings of the never dying 


worm, which eternally-preys upon it, For as there is 
no remiſſion of ſins in hell, the whole guilt remains un- 
changeably in the ſoul, with all the debt, and all the 
ſtain; 1 conſequently calls, without ceaſing, for all 


the wrath of God's avenging juſtice; which _ 
ut 
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but eternally hate, and eternally puniſh everlaſting-ſin. 
Oh! how true it is, that this dreadful evil of mortal ſin, 
is the very worſt of all the ingredients of eternal dam- 
nation; and the ſource and cauſeof all the reſt! - - 

- Conclude ever to deteſt, and fly from this monſter 
ſin: which is thus odious to thy God; and pernicious 
to thy ſoul; and thou ſhalt have no need to apprehend 
eternal damnation, + £35 


x Jux 29. On the priſon of hell. 
(CONSIDER firſt, that hell is a priſon, that lies 
deep in the bowels of the earth, in which the 
damned are confined for all eternity: a priſon, whoſe 
ates are eternally ſhut down, and TIE upon them, 
y the irreverſible decrees of heaven; ſo as to prohi- 
bit for ever to them all intercourſe, or communication, 
with the world above; to ſtop up all aceeſs to all man- 
ner of good, comfort, or | eaſe; and to ſhut in with 
them all that can make them compleatly miſerable. 
Hell is a diſmal dungeon of black and ſtinking fire; 

and crammed -brim-full with the black and ftinki 
carcaſes of the damned, eternall frying in thoſe dar 
flames. O my ſoul, what a wer; What a dungeon! 
What dreadful locks, and bars, which fhut out all good, 
and admit of nothing of God, but his avenging juſtice! 
Conſider * that this priſon of the — is eve- 
ry way moſt hideous and loathſome ; and full of hor- 
rour and darkneſs. No ſun, no moon, no ſtars ever 
appear in that gloomy region: but a-diſmal night 
reigns eternally there; a night that knows no morning, 
nor ever expects a return ot the dawning of the day. 
No breath of air from above, no glimpſe of light can 
ever - penctrate, into that deep, that bottomleſs pit. 
The very fire that rages there is black and darkſome ; 
it affords no light, to the wretched priſoners, except it 
be to repreſent to their eyes ſuch odious objects, as may 
ſerve to increaſe their miſery. O who can bear the 
thought of ſuch a ſceue of WO on To | 
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Conſider gdly, that in this frightful dungeon, the 
damned are bound down in eternal chains, ſo that they 
can neither ſtir hand nor foot; St. Matt. xxii: in fiery: 
chains, that wrap up their whole bodies, and penetrate 
chem on all ſides, and fix them immoveably to their 
place of torments. That head, which by their pride, 
and rebellion, _ had hfted up againſt God, is now 
eternally nailed down, at an immenſe diſtance from 
him: that ſtiff neck, which they refuſed to ſubmit to 
his ſweet yoke, is now loaded with the enormous 
weight of the chains oß hell: and all their ſenſes and 
members, which they gratified in their life, by indulg- * 
mg them the falſe liberty of ſmful pleaſures, are now | 
| condemned to an everlaſting confinement and {lavery, * * 
1 in links of grinding flames. Oh that ſinners would be 
1 . wiſe, and would think of theſe things, and would ceaſe 

Conclude thow-atleaſt, my ſoul, to take care of one, 
and whilſt thou haſt time, to provide effettually for 
: thy eternal welfare chat thou mayeſt* never come io 


* 


I de caſt into this dreadful and everlaſting priſon. N 


Jorv go. On the entertainments of hell, 
= 1 ONSIDER firſt, what kind of entertainments 
are prepared, in a miſerable eternity, to ſucceed: 
the banquets, and revellings, and other extravaganciet 
of a voluptuous life; in which worldlings pafs the ſhore 
time of theis mortality. O how ſtrangely will the ſcene 
de altered, when immediately after death they ſhall 
find their fouls buried in hell! Ah! what kind of feaſt- 
ing ſhall they meet with there! Whatravenous hunger 
| and theft, without being ever able to obtain ſo much 
1 as one drop of water! Thetr wine ts the gall of dragons, 
and the venom of afps which ts zncurable. Deut. xxx11. 
3. Their cups are full of the wine of the wrath of God. 
Revel. xiv. Cups of liquid fire, and ſtinking fulphur. 


if Fheir ns of pleaſures, are turned into a pool of 
| fire an by imſlone. Their carnal embraces into the 
1 eternal gnawings of infernal ſerpents, ever preying upon 
[ their boſoms. \ | 

8 Conſider 
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* Conſider 2dly, the muſick, with which theſe wretches 
ſhall be for ever entertained in hell: eternal howlings 
and yellings; eternal ſhrieks, and groans; eternal cur- 
ſes and blaſphemies; the inſulting voices of the tor- 
menters, ſcoffing at their ſufferings; the laſhes of their 
ſcourges, Gc. Ah! unhappy ſinners, how will you 
like — entertainments as theſe? Surely if there were 
nothing elſe in hell, but the being condemned to an 
everlaſting night, in the midſt of all this horror and 
confuſion of fo many frightful noiſes, diſmal groans, 
and horrid blaſphemies; any reaſonable man would 
chooſe the — of temporal evils, rather than be con- 
demned for eternity to ſuch a melancholy entertain- 
ment. ö | 

Conſider gdly, that the ſenſe of ſmelling, in the 
damned, will alſo have its ſhare in this infernal feaſt ; 
where it ſhall be forever regaled with the loathſome ex- 

alations of thoſe filthy dungeons below, .and with the 
intolerable ſtench of thoſe half putnified carcaſes, that 
are broiling there. And what will come in to compleat 
the miſery of their entertainment, will be the abomin- 

able company, which they muſt have with them for end- 

leſs ages, of ſo many hideous ſpirits; ſo many mercileſs 
- devils; and what will be worſe to them than devils, the 
unhappy partners of their fins. O what bitter hatred, 
what Hell rage and fury, ſhall their former love be 
now turned into? O how will they now curſe, how 
will they tear and torment one another ; being eternal- 
ly chained together, in thoſe black fiery links, which 
by their dark paſſions and luſts, they have in thev. life 
time made for themſelves. O worldlings, break then 
your bonds in ſunder now, whilſt you have time; with. 
draw yourſelves now from all the objects of your crimi- 
nal paſſions, and all diſorderly. affeftions; leſt if you 
carry them with you out of this world, they ſerve for 
nothing elſe but to add ſo many fiery links: to your 
everlaſting chains, and to bind you down to as many 


2 1 
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devils. n 1 N | EA 8 

Conclude to fly for the future from a voluptuous life, 

and all the ſinful entertainments of the children of hi | 
; A World; 
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world; who have their conſolation here; and who lauyh 
mow, but ſhall mourn and weep hereafter, St. Luke vi. and 
for thy part, to lament henceforward the ſhare thou haſt 
had with them, whilſt thou haſt walked on with them 
in the broad road of a worldly life: and by theſe 'peni- 
tential tears, joined with a new life, thou wilt — 
having a ſhare with them in the entertaimnents of 


hell. 

(ON SIDER firft, that in hell, every vice will 
meet with its peculiar torment. There the proud 
will be debaſed; confounded; and trodden under foot 
by inſulting devils. There the_covetous, and the lovers 
the mammon of this world, will groan under the 
— want and 'miſery. There the laſcivious 
ſhall exchange their tnrlt-ang! iliky pleaſures, for ſtink- 
ing ſulphur, and black flames. There gluttons and 
drunkards ſhall be oppreſſed with an inſupportable 
Runger and thirſt; K. ſo of the reſt. But the general 
puniſhment of all the damned, and that which is moſt 
frequent inculeated in holy writ, is that they ſhall bur, 
m everlaſting fire. O who can endure the thought of 
rhis eternal ing, in that dreadful pool! of fire and 
lone! Chriſtians, what are you doing? Do you 
beligve this eternal fire 5 and do you dare to fin? If 
y_ eve it not, you are no Chriſtians: and if you 
eleye; it, and ſtill perſiſt going on in ſuch ſins as you 
know are the * — d to this everlaſting burning, you 

muſt be worſe madmen. 

Confider 2dly, that of all bodily torments, which we 
can ſuffer in this world, there is none more terrible 
than to be burned alive. Bur alas there is no compari- 
for. between burning here, and burning in bell. All 
our fires upon earth are but painted flames, if compar- 
ed to the fire of hell. The fire of this world was made 
to ſerve us, and to be our comfort: that of hell was 
created to be an inſtrument of God's vengeance upon 
ſmners. The fire of this world cannot ſubſiſt, without 
being nouriſhed by ſome combuſtible matter, which it 
| quickly 


o 


Jury 31. On the fire of hell. 
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guickly diſpatches and conſumes: the fire of hell, 
kindled by the breath of an angry God, requires no 
other fewel than ſin, and on this it feeds without ever 
decaying or conſuming. The fire of this world can 
only reach the body; but the fire of hell nat only 
ierces the body through and through, in all its mem- 
Yom, and penetrates into all the anward ꝓarts, with moſt 
exquiſites tortures; but alſo reaches the ſoul herſelf, in 
her very inmoſt receſſes, with its ſearching flames. Ah! 
who could endure ſuch a fire as this even for.one mo- 
ment? How much leſs for an endleſs eternity? | 
Conſider gdly, that there is no man upon earth, that 
has not quite loſt his ſenſes, who would be willing, 
even for the empire of the world, to be .brailed like a 
Laurence, on a gridiron, or roaſted for half an hour 
by a flow fire; though he was ſure to come off Mith his 
life. Nay where is the man that would even venture 
to hold his finger in the flame of a candle for half a 
quarter of an hour, for any reward this world can give. 
Where is then the judgment of the ;greateſt part of 
Chriſtians, who pretend to believe hell fire, and yet 
live on, with ſo little apprehenſion and concern, and 
that oftentimes for years together, in the guilt of mor- 
tal ſin, in danger every moment of falling into this 
dreadful and everlaſting fire; having no more all this 
while than a hairs breadth, that is, the thin thread of an 
uncertain life, between their ſouls and a miſerable 
eternity? Good God, deliver us, from this wretched 
blindneſs, from this. defperate folly and madnefs. 
Conclude never to expoſe thyſelf to the danger of 
this everlaſting fire, by mortal ſin; nor to endure any 
ſuch guilt, though it were even for one moment, leſt 
in that very moment God ſhould break the thread of 
thy life, and let thee drop into that fire, that fhall never 
be quenched. -O.what a mercy it is of thy Gad that it 
has not been thy caſe long ago 


* 
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AUGUST 1. On the paiu of loſs in hell. 
8 ONSIDER firſt, that though the fire of hell, with 


all the reſt of the exterzour torments which the 
damned muſt for ever endure, in that woful place, be 
terrible beyond all that can be expreſſed or conceived; 
yet is it noways comparable, in the judgmentof divines, 
to the interior pangs and agonies of the ſoul, cauſed by 
the pena damn, or the eternal 4% cf God, and of all 
that is good; and the perpetual ſenſe, they will ever 
have of the greatneſs of this their loſs, and of all its 
dreadful conſequences. Alas! they have loſt their 
God for ever. They are divorced eternally from him; 
they are ſtript of all hif gifts; and all his graces; no 
light is left them in their ſouls; no glimpſe of hope; 
no ſenſe of good, no power of love, either for God or 
their neighbours: Ah! unhappy wretches, who cannot 
love! They are excommunicated from God : they are 
ſent into an eternal, baniſhment, far from him, far from 
his glorious; kingdom, and the happy ſociety of his chil. 
dren ; far from their true country, and all its bliſsful 
joys, which were once. purchaſed for them, by the 
blood of the Son of God, They are eternally ſepa- 
rated from the ocean of all good. 5 
Conſider adly, how much the damned will regret 
this loſs which is the moſt dreadful of all evils, this e- 
ternal ſeparation from God. Alas! poor ſinners, here, 
while they lie groveling in the mire of the earth, di- 
verted from the thought of God, by a thouſand imper- 
tinencies; and yet continually partaking, many ways, 
of his ſweetneſs and goodneſs, in ſome or other of his 
creatures, have little or no idea of what it is abſolutely 
to.loſe God for evermore. But the damned, by their 
own woful experience, will be fully convinced, now it 
is too late, that none of all the reſt of the torments of 
hell can be compared to this loſs. God is an infinite 
good in himſelf; and he is the inexhauſted ſource of all 
our good; and of every thing that is any ways good in 
his creatures: he is our —— good. In loſing him then 
the damned have loſt an znfinze good; their firſt be- 
ginning, and their laſt end, by whom, and for _— 
they 
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they were created: they have loſt their ſovereign good, 
therr univerſal good, their zmmen/e eternal good; the 


overflowing fountain, the very ocean of all good; their 


true and only happineſs. They have loſt hum totally; 
they have loſt him irrecoverably; they have loſt him 
eternally: they have loſt him in himſelf; they have loſt 
him in themſelves: they have loſt him in all his crea- 
tures. There is an immenſe gulf between them and 
him, never never to be paſſed. 4 | 


Conſider gdly, ſtill further, how dreadfully the 
damned will be tormented with the pope thinking 
A 


on this moſt rueful of all loſſes. their livel 
ſenſe of this moſt diſmal and irreparable loſs, and of all 
the ſad conſequences of it, will continually rack their 
deſpairing fs; they will not be able ſo much as to 
turn away their thought one moment from it. For 
which ever way. they ſhall turn, to ſeek any one dro 
of eaſe, or comfort, in him, or from him; they will 
meet with none: all things will ſeem to conſpireagainſt 
them; all things will tell them they have loſt their 
God. They will always find themſelves bound down 
faſt in eternal chains, which will keep them in a ſtate 
of violence, far away from him: and all the efforts of 
their vehement longings after him, will only ſerve to 
redouble their miſery. Hence there flow a thouſand 
other evils, that make their whole ſoul a hell to itſelf. 
Hence black deſpair, ſadneſs, rage, hatred, and blaſ- 

Conclude never to turn away from God in this life, 
nor to loſe him by wilful fin; and then thou wilt ef- 
fectually prevent this laſt and worſt of all evils, of be- 
ing eternally ſeparated from him. 


AucusT 2. On the worm of lell. 


ONSIDER firſt, that as we are aſſured by the 
word of God, that the fire of hell never be 
quenched; ſo are we alſo affured by the ſame unerring 
word, that the worm of the damned ſhall never die. 
St. Mark ix. This never dying worm of a wicked 
conſcience, like a black poiſonous ſerpent, will for 
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ever faſten itſelf upon their breaſts; it will continually 
gnaw them; it will eat its way into their hearts; and 
perpetually prey upon their very ſouls. O who can 
conceive the greatneſs of this torment! This eternal 
remorſe; this moſt bitter, but fruitleſs repentance ; 
this diſmal melancholy ; this extremity of anguiſh; ac- 
companied with everlaſting horror, confuſion and def- 
pair! O . how hateful, how abominable will all their 
former crimes. now appear in the eyes of the damned! 
O bow will they now be convinced, when it is too late, 
of the enormity of them! O how will they now deteſt 


em. . 

Conſider 2dly, that what eternally feeds their never 
dying worm, is the enormous guilt of mortal fin: with 
which the ſouls of the damned are eternally ſtained, 
infected and cortupted, This dreadful guilt is ever 
written on their foreheads; it penetrates them on all 
ſides; it renders them more ugly and filthy than the 
very dungeons of hell; eternally odious in the eyes of 
. heir creator; and moſt intolerable and inſupportable 
to their own ſelves; the very devils are not more hate 
ful to them, than their own fouls are, as long as they 
fee them thus ſtrangely tainted and corrupted, and eter. 
nally poſſeſſed by this helliſh monſter; or rather by as 
many helliſh monſters as they have committed mortal 
fins. Ah! Chriftians, fee by this, what the guilt of 
mortal ſin is! See what the dreadful confequences of it 
are for eternity! And learn from hence to deteſt it 
above all evils. O be affured that hell itſelf can pro- 
duce nothing worſe! 5 

Conſider gdly, what a racking torture it will be to 
the damned to all eternity, to be revolving, without 
ceaſing, in their memory, their paſt folly, ſtupidity, 
and madneſs, in forfeiting the eternal joys of heaven, 
which they might have obtained at ſo eaſy a rate; and 
felling both their God and their fouls, for an empty toy, 
for a filthy ſatisfaction, that laſted but one moment, and 
left nothing behind it but guilt and remorſe; or for 
| ſome punttilio of honour, or petty intexeſt, by which 


_ they vers then robbed of all their true treaſures, wm 
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all their true honour; and for which they are now re- 
duced to the extremity of all kinds of miſery. Oh 
what will their judgment be of this cheating world, 
and of all its ſhort-hved fooleries and vanities, when 
after having been millions of years in hell, looki 
back, and ſcarce being able to find, in that immenſe du⸗ 
ration, the ſmall point of their mortal life, they ſhall 
with moſt bitter regret be continually comparing toge» 
ther time and eternity, paſt enjoyments and. preſent 
puniſhments, virtue and vice, heaven and hell. 

Conclude to keep off from the guilt of wilful ſin, 
and the worm of hell ſhall never come near thee; it 
can prey upon nothing but mortal fin. 


AuG.g. On a miſerable eternity. 


'$ ONSIDER firſt, that what above all ether things 
makes hell intolerable, is the eternity of its tom - 
ments. It is this eternity that is an infinite aggravation 
to all and every one of them. It is this bitter ingre- 
dient, which makes every drop of that cup of the di- 
vine vengeance, of which all * damned are forced to 
drink, ſo inſu able. Were there ſo much as the 
leaſt glimpſe of hope, that the miſeries of the damned 
— one day have an end; though it were after mi 
lions of ages; hell would be no — hell; be 
it would admit of ſome comfort. But for all theſe in- 
expreſſible torments to continne for ever, as long a# . 
God ſhall be God; without the leaſt hopes of ever 
ſeeing an end of them; O this it is, that is the greateſt 
rack of the damned! O eternity, eternity! how little 
do worldli f hg wang ave 4 How 4 — 
are they to believe thee (notwit in | 
for fear tho 


declaration of God's unerring word) 

ſhould put a reſtraint upon their vicious inclinations! 

O how terrible wilt thou be to them hereafter, when 

8 find themſelves ingulfed in thy bottomleſs 
$ 


Conſider 2dly, if one ſhort night ſeems ſo long and 
tedious to a ſick man in a burning fever; if he 
counts every — 5 
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for the morning, which yet will bring him but littfe 
relief, or comfort; what muſt this dreadful night of 
eternity be, in the midſt of all the pains of hell? No 
man in his ſenſes would purchaſe a kingdom, at the 
rate of lying for ten years confined to a ſoft bed, with- 
out once coming off. Ah! what a miſery then muft 
it be to be chained down to a bed of fire, and of fach a 
fire as that of hell is, with all the reſt of its torments; 
not for ten years only, nor for ten thouſand times ten 
years; but for as many hundred thouſand millions of 
ages, as there are drops of water in the ocean, or atoms 
in the air, in a word, for a never-ending eternity? 
Conſider gdly, in order to frame a better idea of 
this miſerable eternity, what an immenſe ſpace of time 
would be were or any one of the damned, if he 
were to ſhed but one tear in a thouſand years, to fhed 
tears enough to fill the ſea. The world has not yet 
Hſted fix thouſand years: ſo that the firſt of all the 
damned would not have ſhed ſix tears. And yet, O 
dreadful eternity! the time will moſt certainly come, 
when any one of thoſe wretches ſhall be able with truth 
to ſay, that at the rate of one tear for a thouſand 
years, he might have ſhed tears enough, not only to 
make a'ſea; but to drown the whole world, and to fill 
up the vaſt ſpace between heaven and earth. And yet 
alas! after thefe millions of millions of ages, he will 
be as far off from the end of his miſery, as he was the 
firſt day he came into that place of wo. Compute 
after this, if thou pleaſeſt, as many hundred thouſand 
'millioris of years as thy thoughts can reach to; ſuppofe 
if thou wilt the whole ſurface of the earth to be covered 
with numeral figures: caft up, if thou canſt, this prodi- 
gious ſum of years; and then multiply it by itſelf; and 
multiply again a fecond time the product by itſelf; 
and then at the foot of this immenſe ſum, write down, 
here begins eternity. O terrible eternity! Is it poſſibſe 
that they who believe thee, ſhould not fear thee! Is it 
poſſible that they who fear thee, ſhould dare to ſin? 
Conclude ever to fly with all thy power, for the time 
to come, all ſuch fins as lead to this miſerable , 
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And as to thy paſt guilt, to take the beſt care thou art 
able ro waſh away now all the ſtains of thy foul, in the 
blood of the lamb, by the means of a repen- 
tance, and ſincere confeſſion. Penitential tears are ca- 
pable ofeffacing thoſe ſtains at prefent, which everlaſt- 
ing 


flames fhall never be able to burn away hereafter. 


AvG. 4. On the happineſs of heaven. 
1 firſt, and ponder well thoſe words 
1 Cor. ii. 9. That Eye hath nat 
ſeen, nor ear rd, neither hath it entered into the heart 
man to conceeve what s God hath. for 
them that love tm. O! what then muſt this 
of heaven, what muſt this eternal glory be, which 10 
far exceeds all our thoughts and conceptions? God is 
infinite in all bis attributes, ia his maj „power, I 
rin dea ad but his goodneſs, and mercy, his libe- 
3 in his gifts and re- 
ads ee n were the banks, and ſhew them 
rom in oft extraordinary manner, above all his 
works, P/. exliv. i hen his | uſtice be ſo terridle, As 


we have ſeen, with to = 

more will his me 8 his good ; and his denne, ge- 
clare themſelves in favour of his friends? O what 
then muſt this bleſſed kingdom of heaven be, which in 
his infinite goodneſs he has prepared for bis beloved 
children? Which he has contrived by his infinite ., 


dom, nd ſee by harper; or the for the — 


tation of his 
with an e danquet, worthy of hinafelf? © 
Conſider edly, that if dy the coſt  _ 
thing, we may gueſs at its worth, we cannot make too 
advantageous a poem of the happineſs of heaven, 
the — of which has coſt the precious blood and 
life of the Son of God himfelf, which 4 is indeed an 
infinite price: and which, notwithſtanding his pur- -- 
<baſe, is not to-be obtained by us, without much pains 
and Jabour, without ur whole fl and fufferings, .and 
-without givi up our ſelves in exchange for it; 
and aſter all, * to labour „ 
= 


all our life-time, for the acquiring it, and ſhould give 
ourſelves and all things elſe for it; yet our labours and 
all whatſoever we can give, bear ſo little proportion 
with the greatneſs of this happineſs, that we are ſaid 
even ſo to receive this water of life freecoſt. Apoc. xxit. 

7. Nay though we ſhould even ſuffer a thouſand 
deaths for the ſake of this eternal life, we are ſtill aſ- 
ſured Rom. vin. 18. That the ſufferings of this preſent 
time are not worthy to be compared with this heavenly 
glory that is to come. So much does the blifs of hea- 
ven exceed all that we can ſay, think, or conceive. 

_ Conſider gdly, the definition divines give of beati- 
tude, or eternal happineſs, when they term it a fate 
made perfect, by aſſembling together, and comprizing in 
ite all good things: [Status omnium bonorum aggre- 

atione agen that 1s to ſay, a permanent and ever- 

ing ſtate, repleniſhed with all that is good, without 
the leaſt mixture of evil; a general and univerſal good, 
. comprizing at once, and for ever, all manner of good 
things, filling brimful the vaſt — 4 of the afſections 
and deſires of the ſoul, and eternally ſecuring her from 
all fear, or danger, of want or * O my ſoul, 
fee then thou turn all thy purſuits after this true and 
ezernal felicity: all things elſe are but mere toys in 
compariſon with thy ſovereign and univerſal good. 
Conclude with moſt humble and hearty thanks te 
_ the infinite goodneſs of God, who before thou waſt 
. born hath prepared ſuch an eternal happineſs for thee, 
and provided all neceſſary means for thee to obtain it. 

But reſolve at the ſame time, to be diligent in the ufe 
of all theſe means of thy ſalvation. For he that made 

thee ovthout thy concurrence, will not ſave thee without thy 

- Concurrence. St. Auguſtine. | ; 


AVC. g. On the good things of our Lord, in the land of 
- | the living. | 
£ NOQNSIDER firſt, that the things, which are 
| moſt apt to allure the children of this world, and 
to draw their aſſection after them, are honours, riches 
and pleaſures: but their error is, that they ſeek _ 
| thing 
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things, where they are not to be found; and ſuffer 
themſelves to be impoſed upon by falſe appearances. 
True honours, true riches and true pleaſures, are not to 
be found in the broad way of the world, nor in the 
ways of ſin; but are to be met with, together with all 
other good things, in the land of the 3 Here all 
the inhabitants are advanced to the hig eſt dignity, 
even to a fellowſhip with the living God, and a part- 
nerſhip with Jeſus Chriſt in his throne. Here all are 
moſt noble, and moſt renowned; inoſt wiſe, and moſt 
holy. Hereall are of blood-royal, children and heirs 
of the king of kings. All are kings and queens, 
crowned for ever with wreaths of immortal glory; and 
ſhining far more brightly than the ſun. "Theſe are ho- 
nours indeed; and truly worthy of the Chriſtian's am- 
bition. And all theſe, O my ſoul, if thou pleaſeſt, may 

. be thine for ever. | 
Conſider 2dly, the riches that flow in this happy 
land of promiſe. Where the inhabitants want nothing, 
covet nothing, and enjoy all things. This beatitude of 
the Saints is called in ſcripture a Aingdom: and fuch a 
kingdom indeed it 1s to all thoſe happy ſouls, as in 
| 2 of all things, wealth, power, greatneſs, and end- 
leſs duration, infinitely exceeds all the kingdoms of the 
world. It is likened to a treaſure of immenſe value, 
which all the riches of the world are not worthy to 
| ene For the riches of this kingdom are of à far 
luperior kind to all earthly treaſures: gold and precious 
| ones are valued no more than dirt here; where the 
inhabitants have the ſtars under their feet. The great 
treaſure of the Bleſſed is the eternal poſſeſſion of God 
- hinſelf, with all his riches. And 6 my ſoul, what 
more can be deſired! . | | 
Conſider gdly, that this heavenly land flows alſo for 
eder with the milk and honey of pure and immortal de- 
lights, pleaſures and joys. For here all are eternally 
inebriated, according to the Pſalmiſt, with the plenty of 
.God's houſe, and are made to drink of the torrent of has 
pleaſure : For here with him is the fronain of life, &c. 
Z xxxv, Yea the great river of the water of life, clear 
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as chryſtal, which proceeds from the throne of Cod, and 
of the Lamb, to water all the ſtreets of the heavenly 
2 having the tree of life growing upon its 

anks, with all the variety of its excellent fruits, 
(Apoc. xxii.) And this fame is that torrent of pleaſore, 
which etervally flows, (bringing with it all theſe deh- 
cious fruits) into the ſouls of God's ſervants; quite re- 

lenifhing them, and filling brimfull all their powers, 

nfes and faculties, with inconceivable delight, O 
who would not gladly part with all the ſatisfactions 
_ world can afford for ſuch immortal pleaſures as 
theſe. 

Conclude to be no longer a flave to worldly toys, 
vain honours, falſe riches, and fading pleaſures. But 
to turn away, without loſs of time, from this Egypt, 
that can thee nothing but muddy water, inca- 
Pable to quench thy thirſt; and to bend thy courſe to- 
wards thy true country, where thou ſhalt meet with all 
thou canſt defire, and that for eternity. _. 


Ave. 6. On the transfiguration of our Lord, St. Mat- 
{OE firſt, how our Lord taleng with him 
4. Peter,” Fames and John, brought them up into a 
igll mountain apart; and was transfigured before them : 
fo that hzs face did. ſhine as the fun, and his garments be- 
came white as ſnow. And there appeared to them Moſes 
and Ehas talking with kim, (concerning hes deceaſe that 
he ſhould accompliſh in Galem, e ix. 31.) Now 
Peter, being tra with the glory of this viſion, 
eried out, Lord it is good for us to be here; if thou wilt, 
tet us make here three les; one for the, and one 
for Mes/es, and one for Elias. And as he was yet fpeak- 
ing. behold a bright cloud overfhadowed them: and lo 4 
woe out of the cloud, ſaying : This is my beloved Son, in 
om I am well pleaſed, hear ye lim, Matt. xvii. This 
transſiguration of our Lord, full of teflons and inftruc- 
tions for us, is hopoured by the church in the feſtival 
of this day; with a particular view to the raiſing up the 
, and Hopes, of her children, in the mudit of the 
Hardſhips and labours of their mortal pilgrimage, to _ 
TEES, eterna 


to 
a 27 
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eternal repoſe, and glory of their heavenly country; 
that blefled Jeruſalem, which the true Iſraelites muſt 
never forget; though conſtrained as yet, by a miſerable 
captivity, to fit down and weep upon the banks of the 
rivers of Babylon, and lament their diſtance from the 
houfe of God in Sion. 

Conſider 2dly, in this myſtery of the transfiguration 
of our Lord, how wonderfully he was here pleaſed to 
confirm our faith: as well by the joint teſtimonies of 
the law, and the prophets, bearing witneſs to the goſ- 
pel; repreſented by the glorious eee of Moſes 
and Elias with Chriſt: as by the teſtimony of God him- 
ſelf, in all the three perſons; by the voice of the Fa- 
ther, by the glory of the Son, and by the manifeſtation 
of the Holy Ghoſt m the bright cloud. See how he 
was pleafed, by the ſame glory of his transfiguration, 
to encourage al} his followers, to bear with patience, 
the afflictions, labours, croſſes, and perſecutions of this 
life, in hopes of a ſhare in that eternal glory, of which 
he has given us as it were a ſketch in this myſtery; ever 
8 that of the apoſtle, 2 Cor. iv. 17. that our 
preſent tribulation which is momentary and light, worketk 
for us above meaſure exceedtngly an eternal'weight 

lory. But O let us take along with us that other leſ- 

Ho alſo, which we are taught by the voice of the hea» 
venly Father, in the transfiguration of our Lord, that 
the true way to a happy eternity, and to all good, is 
ever to hear and to obey the Son of God. | 

Confider gdly, how St. Peter, being out of himſelf, 
with the joy of this viſion, was deſirous to be always in 
the ſame happy ſituation, and always enjoying the hke 
glory: and therefore he cried out, Lord, it is good for 
us to be here; not knowing, ſaith St. Luke, what he ſaid, 
C. ix. 33. Becauſe, though it was inconceivably de- 
lightful to ſee and enJoy (hough for a ſhort time) the 


leaſt glimpſe of heavenly-light and glory: yet, as this 


preſent lite was not to be the time of enjoyment, but 
of labours, and of ſufferings; and the Son of God him» 
ſelf was to enter into his glory, by labours and ſuffer- 
ings, Luke xxiv. 26; it was inordinate to defire here for 
a continuance, that which was reſerved for hereafter; 2 

a 
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for ſuch only as ſhould be entitled to it, by labours and {uf- 
ferings. Learn from hence, O my ſoul, with regard to 
divine conſolations, and ſuch like favours, that though 
thou art to receive them, when given, with humility, 
gratitude and love; admiring the goodneſs and bounty 
of God, who is pleaſed thus to look down upon thee, 
the moſt unworthy of ſinners: yet thou art not to ſet 
thy heart upon them; nor to be diſturbed and diſcou- 
raged, when they are taken away: for merit and per- 
fection conſiſts not in them; but in working, ſuffering 
and loving: and for the time of this mortal life, ordi- 
narily ſpeaking, it is far better for thee, to be with thy 
_ upon mount Calvary, than upon mount Tha- 

r. | 

Conclude inſtead of being eager after theſe tranſi- 
tory conſolations, which at the beſt are but as. ſmall 
drops of water, that fall from the clouds of heaven to 


. refreſh us for a moment in this dry deſart, through 


which we are now travelling; to aſpire rather conti- 
nually after that great overflowing river above, which 


gives joy without end to the city of God; and which 


Alone is capable, of fully quenching thy thirſt, and ſa- 


J 
- cries out the royal prophet, F,. lxxxiii. my foul longeth 


tisfying thy ſoul. 7 

Ave. 7. On the glory of the heavenly Jeruſalem. 

(CONSIDER firſt, how glorious and beautiful thoſe 
manſions are that are prepared for the eternal 


abode of the ſervants of God in the heavenl 
lem. How lovely are thy tabernacles, O Lord e 


eruſa- 


hoſts, 


end fainteth for the courts of the Lord. The beauty and 


- 3 


of this city of God, e way correſpond with 
1 — 5 and m ems of this 2 ighty 
monarch, who has built it for the manifeſtation of his 
wer, wiſdom and {s: and to be the eternal ha- 
3 ol his deareſt friends, and children. And what 


_  -Ereat things will he not do, when both his own glory, 
Aud his love for us, call upon him to exert himſelf? 


Ses my ſoul, how noble a palace he has given us here 
below, even in this place of our baniſhment; beautihed - 
id this ſun, moon, and ſtars; accompliſhed, and fur. 


- — 
* 
3 


22 


niſhed 


*＋ 
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niſhed with this almoſt infinite variety of minerals, 
plants, flowers, trees, and hving creatures, in the earth, 
air, and waters, all ſubſervient to man, and all wonder- 
fully beautiful in their kinds, &c. If then he has fo 
richly provided for us in this vale of tears, in this region 
of the ſhade of death; what muſt our eternal habitation 
e in the /and of the living? If here he is fo bountiful 
even to his enemies, in affording them fo commodious 
and ſo noble a dwelling, what may not his friends and 
children expect, in his eternal kingdom; where alone, 
according to the prophet, our Lord is magnaficent, Iſai. 
xxxiii. 21. 9 — 
Conſider 2dly, how the ſcripture, to accommodate 
itſelf te our low way of thinking, defcribes the glory 
and beauty of this 5 city. * repreſenting it to 
us under the figures of ſuch things as we moſt admire 
here below: when it tells us, that the walls of this city 
of God are built with precious ſtones, and that its ſtreets 
are watered with the bright chryſtal ſtreams, of the ri- 
ver of the water of life, flowing from the throne of 
God; and that on the banks of this river, on both fides, 
grows the tree of life: that there ſhall be no roghe, 
nor any want of ſun or moon; but that God himſelf 
will be its everlaſting light: and that every one of the 
Juſt ſhall ſhine like the fun, &c. O how glorious are 
theſe things that are /aid of thee, O city of God! Pf, 
Ixxxvi. t O how much more glorious are thoſe 
eat things that are veiled under theſe figures! 
Conſider gdly, that Jeruſalem is interpreted, the 
Halit or viſion of peace: and therefore this name is 
wen to the city above, becauſe there alone is the true 
1 of eternal peace. There is the tabernacle of God with 
men, and he fhall dwell with them—and he . wif 
away all tears from their eyes, and death ſhall be no more, 
nor mourning, nor crying, nor forrow be any more, 
for the former things are paſſed away, Apocal. xxi. g. 4. 
No heats, no colds, no rain, no ſtorms, no diſeafes, ne 


Pains, no conflicts, or adverſities of any kind, have any 
+ Acceſs to this city, or can ever come near this bleſſed 
Abode, But à moſt bright day, a moſt ferene calm, an 

1 bis ver- 
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+ everlaſting peace perpetually reigns here: a i peace, 
à peace 4. to be Aire — always Klee . 
both within and without, a peace every way firm. 
Kemps. | | 

Conclude ever to aſpire after this blefſed Jeruſalem ; 
and to deſpiſe all earthly toys in compariſon with this 
heavenly city. O how good is our God, who has 
prepared ſuch lovely and everlaſting manſions for us! 
O bleſſed for ever by all his creatures, be his infinite 
goodneſs ! | | 


AvuG. 8. On the happy my of the heavenly Feru- 
e N. | 

ONSIDER firſt, the multitude, beauty, and glo 
of the inhabitants of this bleſſed Jeruſalem: thoſe 
millions of millions of bright heavenly ſpirits, that al- 
ways ſurround the throne of God, as we learn from the 
video of the prophet, Daniel vii. Thouſands of thou- 
nds miniſter to him, and ten thouſand times a hundred 
thouſand fland before him: that immenſe number of 
Cherubims and Seraphims, all on fire with divine 
love: that infinite multitude of Saints, and Martyrs, 
and other ſervants of God, of both ſexes, gathered out 
of all nations, tribes and tongues; and above them all 
the bleſſed Virgin mother of God, the queen of Saints 
and Angels. The number of theſe heavenly citizens 
is innumerable. They are all ever beautiful, and ever 
oung: they are all moſt bright, and moſt glorious. 
hey wear the name of God on their foreheads, ex- 
relled by the unalterable ſerenity, joy, peace, and 
Fats, that ſhines from their countenance. The very 
ſight of any one of them, as we learn from the expe- 
rience of ſome of the Saints and ſervants of God, is 
enough to raviſh the ſoul into an extacy, and to fill it 
with inexpreſſible delight: and what will it be to ſee 
them all, and to enjoy their happy ſociety for all eter- 
nity ! | Fo : 
| Sele 2dly, that one of the moſt happy things, that 
a good Chriſtian could meet with, or deſire on this ſide 
of eternity, would be to live quite ſeparated from the 
| company 
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compaiy and, converſation of the wicked, ay of all 
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fiow from the midſt of the Babylon of a wicked world; 
and to aſſociate thyſelf, as 2 as thou canſt, with the 
true ſervants of God. There is nothing will be of 


more ſervice to thy foul, during thy mortal pilgrimage, 
AUG. g. On the eternal enjoyment of God. 


6 firſt, that although the kingdom of 
heaven abounds with all that can be imagined 
good and delightful; yet there is but one ſovereign 
good, in the enjoyment of which, confiſts the eſſential 
| heatitude of heaven, and that is God himſelf; whom 
the bleſſed ever /e, as he truly is, face to face; and ſee 
him in the very centre of their own ſouls; and by the 
eternal contemplation of his infinite ee and truth, 
together with all his divine attributes, and attractions, 
they are quite raviſhed, and ſet on fire with ſeraphick 
flames of eternal love: by means of this eee 
and love, they are cloſely united by a moſt pure and 
amiable union, with this ſovereign and infinite good; 
and they eternally enjoy him: he ſurrounds and pene- 
trates them on all ſides with inexpreſſible delights; he 
fills their whole ſouls with himſelf, the overflowin 
ſource of all good; he gives himſelf to them to be their 
joy, their treaſure, their never ending bliſs; he tranſ- 
forms them in a manner into himſelf: as when braſs or 
iron in the furnace is perfectly penetrated by the fire, 
it loſeth in a manner its own nature, and becomes all 
flame and fire, O happy creatures! what can be 
wanting to compleat your joys; who have within, and 
without you, the immenſe ocean of endleſs felicity ? 
Conſider 2dly, that what makes God himſelf infi- 
nitely and eternally happy, is the eternal knowledge, 
love, and enjoyment of himfelf. For God himfelf is 
his own happineſs: nothing leſs than his own immenſe 
divinity could ever make him happy, See then, my 
foul, the infinite riches of the bounty and goodneſs of 
thy God, who giveth his ſervants, in reward of their 
loyalty, ſo great a , that nothing greater can be 
iven: even God himſelf can give nothing greater; 
ce he giveth himſelf to them, to be their poſſeſſion 
| Y 2 _ al 
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. i / 
and eternal inheritance; and what can be given greater 


than himſelf, O ſhall not that ſuffice my ſoul, to 
make thee happy, which makes God himſelf bappy! 
Who then can be able to conceive the leaſt part of «he 
joy, peace and pleaſure, which that ſoul mult experi- 
ence, that ſees herſelf thus full of God, and enjoying 
him! O how happily does ſhehere loſe herſelf, drown- 
ed in an ocean of delights! An immenſe ocean, where 
ſhe can neither find ſurface, nor bottom, nor any ſhore, 
—_—_— it is on every ſide incomprehenſible and in- 
nite. | 
Conſider gdly, in what manner all the powers of 
theſe bleſſed ſouls, which are thus full of God, are eter- 
nally employed. Their underſtanding, elevated by the 
light of glory, and in this light of God, ſeeing God the 
light, ever contemplates, with infinite delight, this ſo- 
vereign and univerſal truth; and in him ſees all truths; - 
penetrates into the ſecrets of God, and the ſublimeſt 
myſteries; and is even let in to the cloſet of his heart, 
to ſee there the immenſe treaſures of his love for us, and 
all the wonders he works in time and etertiity, in con- 
- ſequence of this love. Their memory is continually 
occupied with the remembrance. of all their God has 
ever done for them, his creating them, out of his own 
2 goodneſs, for the eternal enjoyment of himſelf; 
is redeeming them with the blood of his divine Son; 
and through ! opening to them an inexhauſtible 
ſource of mercy, grace, and all good; his manifold 
| 1 by which he has ſo often delivered them 
oth from a temporal, and an eternal death: and his 
innumerable other benefits, and diſtinguiſhing favours. 
Their ui all ſet on fire with the fight of the infinite 
beauty, and | qa goodneſs of their God, loves him 
without ceaſing, and without meaſure; and perfectiy 


conſumes herſelf in the flames of an eternal love: ſhe 
lays faſt hold on this her ſovereign good, ſhe embraces 
him, ſhe eternally adheres to him, and by a thrice hap- 
py union, ſhe becomes in a manner the ſame thing 


H 2 Conclude 


with her divine lover. 
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3 to employ here all the Wers of th ſoul 
n God, by he pragice of mental . 2 55 
ebllecton and to accuſtom them.now to that Kind*of | 
exerciſe which thou Ropeſt all be their' eternal 
occupation. Thus neh eh thou in ſom meaſure anti- 
cipate here ws eaxth the j joys « of heaven, by contem- 
plation and! love, 
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amongſt them, in the time of the perſecution, all the 
plate and treaſures of the church, committed to his 
charge. His fervent love of God was evidenced, by 
that invincible courage and fortitude, with which he 
endured the worſt of torments, even with chearfulneſs 
and joy, becauſe he was ſuffering for the ſake of his 
beloved. His love was truly ſtronger than death: and 
the fire, with which he was outwardly broiled on the 
gridiron, was no ways to be compared with the flames 


of divine love, which were enkindled within his ſoul ; 


and which made him proof againſt all the efforts of his 
enemies, and victorious over all the powers of earth 
and hell. O! it is divine charity that makes Saints. 
It is love: it is an ardent love of God, and our neigh- 
bours that carries ſouls to heaven, O let us, but love; 
as we ought, and as we are all ftrifly.botind to love, 
and we hall all be Saints: and he that loves the mot, 


. * 


will be the greateſt Saint. O teach us, dear Lord, but 
this divine art of love: and in all things elfe, do with us 
as thou wilt. 5 ESA N e 

Confider gdly, the great leſſons given us in the gol- 
pel of this feſtival, St. ohn xii. 24. &c. in which we 


are taught by our Lord that the grain of corn muſt die, 
before it can bring forth fruit: That he that loveth his 


life ſhall loſe it; and he that hateth his life in this 
world, fhall keep it unto life eternal: That the mini- 


ter, or ſervant of Chriſt muſt follow him, and that 


where he is, there alſo his miniſter ſhall be: And that if 
any one ſhall duly miniſter to Chriſt, he ſhall be ho- 
noured by his Father. See, my ſoul, thou ſtudy well 
theſe mn 

ſelf-love, to thy own will, to thy diſorderly paſhons, 
and ſenſual inclinations, by the practice of daily ſelt- 
denial and mortification; and then thou ſhalt bring 


forth much fruit. We muſt all be fo far at leaſt mar- 


tyrs of Chriſt, as to die to ourſelves for the love of him. 


hus we-ſhall be his ſervants, and miniſters- indeed: 


thus we ſhall follow him; and where he is, we ſhall alſo 

be: Thus we ſhall come to be eternally honoured by 

his heavenly Father. | "$M * 1 
H 3 Conclude 


pel leſſons: See that thou learn to die to thy 
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ſhall be far more, reſplendent and beaptiful than any 
thing that can be ſeen by mortal eye here. below, or 
repreſented by man's imagination. But O how: happy, 
then ſhall the. eyes of the bleſſed be, that ſhall be eter- 
ers entertained with the fight of all theſe heavenly, 
b eauties; every one of which is ſo charming and ra- 
viſhing to behold! O Il t 1 es be, 
| which ſhall be pepenal fa _ 22 BA LO of 
all hat is delightful in the new heavens and the. new 
thi And e's again is all * in compaxiſon with 
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then thou muſt remember that if thou wouldſt ſecure to 
thy body theſe heavenly endowments, and all this hap- 
pn for endleſs ages, thou muſt keep it pure and he- 
y, during this mortal life, and ever mortfy its diſorder- 
ly appetites, and carnal inclinations, 


Avc. 12. Ona happy eternity. 
ONSIDER firſt, that what compleats the hap- 


ineſs of the ſervants of God in his heavenly 
4 is the eternity, and the abſolute ſecurity of 
all their enjoyments, im every branch of their bliſs. 
Their joys are even linkt with God's eternity: and by 
the unalterable decrees of his divine love, they can no 
more ceaſe to be happy, than he can ceaſe to be God. 
The honours, riches, and pleaſures of this world are all 
alas ſhort and momentary: could they even continue 
with us, for the whole time of our life, (which is ſeldom 
or never the caſe) they could be of no better condition 
than this our mortal life; which is but @ vapour, which 
appeareth for a little while, and preſently vaniſhes, and 
is ſeen no more, St. Zames iv. 15. And though we 
would give the whole world to /ecure to ourſelves but 
one day of the enjoyment of them, we ſhould not be 


able to purchaſe any fuch fecurity. How long then, 


O ye children of men, will you be in love with theſe 


empty vanities? How long will you ſuffer yourſelves 


to be impoſed upon with lies, and deceits? Give but 
your hearts in earneſt to God: Give yourlelves up to 


divine love; and inſtead of theſe vain worldly toys, 


which at the beſt you can enjoy only for an uncertain 
moment, you will ſecure to yourſelves al good from 
your God, for endleſs ages. 

Conſider 2dly, Chriſtian ſoul, and look forward 
into this immenſe eternity, of incomprehenſible and 
never ending felicity, which 1s prepared for thee in hea- 
ven, to reward thy fidelity in the love and fervice of 
thy God, and to recompenſe the ſhort labours and 
fufferings of thy mortal Iife. O what a pleaſure it is, 
to loſe one's ſelf in the happy proſpect of this bound- 
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heart can deſire; immortal honours, never failing 


riches; pure and-everlating _.pleaſures. . There thou 
wilt meet withbeauties thatnever fade, perpetual health, 
Aber life, Sci O this alone is thy true home, the 
land of the living! . 

+ Aus. 13. Oh conformity with the will of Cod. 


n SIDER firſt, that a conformity of our. will, 


in all things, with the holy will of God, is the ſo- 


eign perfection of a Chriſtian life: inaſmuch as it is 


the very perfection of divine fave, and charity, which 


is the queen of virtues. For there can be no greater 
love, than to have no other will than the will of our di- 


vine lover; ſo as ever to adore in all things his holy 


will, evet' to embrace and love his holy will. This 
kind of love is perfect indeed: it reſembles the love of 


the Angels and Saints of heaven. The moſt acceptable 


offering we can make to God, out of our poor ſtock, 


is that of our will: whatſoever elſe we give him, fo 


Jong as we keep any part of our will from him, will 
1 1 - ? P 4 4 © , JP . - . * 
never content him: he claims our whole will, without 


reſetve, when be ſays, my fon give me thy heart, Prov. 
xXiii. Now this we give him, when we conform our 
| = blefled will. But if we, re- 
fuſe to ſubmit our will, in any thing, to his holy will, 


will in all things with 


we refuſe him our heart; or at the beſt we only offer 
him. a divided heart, which he will never accept. O 


my God, let my whole heart be ever thine! Let my 
whole ſoul be ever ſubje& to thee. Let my will be 
ever a faithful ſervant, and a true lover of thy ever 


a 


bleſſed and holy Will. 


© Confider'2dly, the great advantages that come to 
our ſouls ftom a perfect conformity with the will of. 


God. It gives a certain dignity and perfection to all, 


even the meaneſt, of our attions, and to all our ſuf- 
ferings, by making the will of God the rule of them all. 
It pur iſies our intention in all things; by continually. 


directing the eye of the ſoul towards God. It brings 
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with it a certain uprightneſs, and ſimplicity of heart, 
which is highly agreeable to God: it makes us even, 
as the Scripture ſays of David, men according to God's 
own heart. It places the ſoul in the hands of God, for 
bim to diſpoſe of her in all things; according to his hol 
will and pleaſure. It brings along with it a perf 
peace, and tranquility of mind, in all events, as being 
all ordered and directed by him, who is infinitely good, 
and infinitely wiſe; and who orders all things for the 
ood of them who caſt their whole care upon him, and 
Lek to have no other will but his. O bleſſed confor- 
mity, how rich, how ſweet, and delicious to the ſoul 
are thy happy fruits! Thou makeſt us enjoy even a 
heaven upon earth. e Say ts rel 
Conſider gdly, that this conformity of the ſoul with 
the will of God, rids her of all her evils, and puts her 
in poſſeſſion of all other virtues. It js the ſovereign 
means to bring all our paſſions into order and ſubjec- 
tion, and to mortify all our irregular inclinatipns: For 
that which makes them diſorderly and irregulas, 1s their 
oppoſition to, or their reſiſtance of the will of God: 
whereas this bleſſed conformity obliges them all to 
ſtoop down, and ſubmit to his ſacred will. It humbles 
the ſoul under the mighty hand of God: it teaches her 
to be meck under all injuries, affronts, and provocations, 
conſidering them all as coming from the juſt appoint- 
ments of heaven: it makes her willing to take up her 
croſs, and to bear it till death, with perſect patience and 
reſignation: in a word, it teaches her to be obedient 
unto death. O grant us, dear Lord, this bleſſed con- 
formity. ; e 1 2 
Conclude to ſet a great eſteem upon this excellent 
virtue of conformity with the will of God: It is the 
greateſt treaſure thou canſt enjoy in this mortal pilgri- 
mage. But then it is not to be obtained, without thy 
being in earneſt in feeking it, fervent in praying for it; 
and ready to part with thy own will and humour for the 
purchaſing it. 1 
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UG. 14. On the mot1ues "that oblige us to a 'perpetual 
conformity with the will of God. 


(CONS IDER- fit tlat all Kind of mauve 1 | 


fit reoiiſtientfitlg' eo 8 4 Chtiſtian, t his beſt of, a 
devotion,” which has for its obſèct 8 hay will o 
God. It is Huf greateſt No ur an glory everto follow 
God, to ſubmit* to hir, to be ſervii 13 his divine will, 
tobe ſervants of his *divihs Tove; to be 10 cloſely united 
to him, as to have no other will bat his. 15 is out 

reatefl zntere}t to coriform ourſelves in all things with 
bleffed Will; it” brings with it all kind of good to 
our ſculs, both for time and eternity: for by giving up 
our will without reſerve to God, we > engage him to give 
Hiinfelf without teferve to us. It is the ſoufce of the 
eateRt* and indeed the only. trüe and ſolid pleaſures, 
embrace the wilt of God in aft things; for as much 
A it unites the ſouF with the fountain of” al ſweeinels, 
which is God. The will of God is always" right, af. 
*wiſe; always alwa '$ beautiful, Sc. The, 
vf God is 650 wiel. hat motives then hive, 
jt not to conform ee, with this & Ev er 
1 t,. ever wife; e Ro, ever beautiful will, of our 
ever loving Godt ow 255 ketl i is it to rebel Jaht his 
doberchgt Wi How mat is it for us to e to with- 
draw 'oufſelves from the will of the Almight A. 
Conſider adly, that the only buſineſs, for which . 
cone into this world, is to do” in all things the he 
will of Ged. The Son of God himſelf had no other. 


bifineſs Ynting” his mortal life than to do the will of” 


6. 


his Father. 1 came cons Tom heaven, (a 's he, F 
„ 38. not to do my vnn will 36 . u, oj 75 Th 
And PT. fs & Ih the bats Fths boo ys he, 75 
14 üg me, that T fhoild dot y will * 95 hy Go. 2 
gave defered i A g of n heart. 1h his Cath me 
gteat book of life, it is Written allo of all the MAES 
of God, thi they Hkewifs mould do the will of their, 
heavenly Father: this is the teſt by which we” are all! 
to be examined: all they that with Jeſus Chriſt, defrre 
in the midſt of their hearts; and like him, embrace and 
ove 
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love the holy will of God, and always conform them- 
ſelves to it, ſhall be acknowledged for the true children 
of God, and the brethren of Jeſus Chriſt: but as many 
as ſhall revolt, and fall off from their allegiance to the 
bleſſed will of God, ſhall have their names blotted out 
of the book of life. See then, my ſoul, that the true 
war to heaven is to conform thyſelf with the divine 
will, 

Conſider gdly, that by all manner of titles, God 
claims of us a conformity with his heavenly will. He 
claims it as our creator; becauſe he made us to ſerve 
him, and gave us our will, with the reſt of the powers 
of the ſoul, only to be employed in the ſervice of his 
holy will. With what face then can we refuſe him 
the ſacrifice of that will, which he made for himſelf? 
Or how can we pretend that his divine will ſhould at 
any time ftoop to our ſilly will; and not rather we give 
up at all times our whole will, by a perfect conformit 
to the will of our creator? The Son of God alſo claims 
our will, as our Redeemer, by the title of purchaſe: be- 
caufe he has ranſomed our ſouls, enſlaved before to Sa- 
tan and ſin; and bought them for himſelf, and his Fa- 
ther, at a great price, even with his own moſt precious 
blood. So that our will ought to be always at his diſ- 
poſal, as his Jonny? and therefore ought ever to 
conform itſelf with his bleſſed will. The Holy Ghoſt 
alſo claims our will, by the title of /an@:fication + be- 
cauſe our whole ſoul has been at our baptiſm dedicated, 
ſanctiſied and conſecrated by the Spirit of God, to be 
the eternal temple of God. And therefore our will, 
which 1s the principal power of the ſoul, and which 
commands the reſt, is ſtrictly bound, to be ever obe- 
dient to the will of him, who has choſen and ſanctified 
it for himſelf. | | 

Conclude, to give always to God what upon ſo many 
titles belongs wholly to him: and never more to be a 
rebel to the will of God; orto give the preference to 
thy « own will, or any other creature, before the will of 
VoL 7H * 2 
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| AUG. 15. On the Aſſumption of the Bleſſed Virgin. 


ONSIDER firſt, in the feſtival of this day, and 
contemplate in ſpirit the glorious entry of the 
Bleffed Virgin Mary, the mother of our God and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, into the everlaſting kingdom of 
her Son. See, my ſoul, With what joy of the whole 
court of heaven: with what triumphs, with what 
heavenly hymns, ſhe was eſcorted thither, by legions 
of Angels: fee how all the citizens of heaven went 
forth to meet her: with what affectionate embraces 
the was welcomed by her divine Son; and preſented 
by him to his eternal Father: ſee how ſhe was placed 
above all the Angels and Saints; above all the Che- 
rubims and Seraphims, on a moſt plorions throne; 
the higheſt in heaven next to that of her Son; and 
crowned by him with a diadem of ſuch ſuper-eminent 
brightneſs and glory as is not to be expreſſed nor 
conceived. Rejoice, O my ſoul, in this glorious 
aſſumption of the mother of thy Lord, who, as he has 
been pleaſed to make us his brethren, has been 
pleaſed to make her alſo our mother. O what a hap- 
pineſs it is for us, to have ſuch a mother (who has ſo 
great intereſt with the King of heaven, and who 
takes our welfare ſo much to 3 ſo near the throne 
of all mercy and grace! O bleſſed Virgin, graciouſ] 
Took down upon us, in this our baniſhment, and x 
ways ſhew thyſelf a mother to us. 

Fonſider 2dly, what brought this ever bleſſed Vir- 
gin to this ſuper-eminent glory: which we honour in 
this feſtival of her Aſſumption? 1. It was her moſt 
profound humility : ſhe was exalted above all, becauſe 
ſhe was the moſt humble of all. For he that humbleth 
himſelf the moſt upon earth, ſhall be the moſt exalted 
in heaven. 2. It was her perfect purity of ſoul and 
body, mind and heart, from all the defitements of ſin. 

. 1 was principally her ſuper- eminent love of God: 
r the degree of the enjoyment of God, in his * 

| n 
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nal glory, is ever proportioned to the degree of ous 
love of God, in this mortal life. If then we hope one 
day to follow this bleſſed Virgin to heaven, and to have 
a ſhare in the glory of her Aſſumption; we muſt en- 
deavour to imitate her humility, — purity, and her 
love of God. No foul can ever aſcend to heaven, by 
any other way, than that of humility, purity, and the 
love of God. | * | : 

Conſider gdly, that this imitation of the virtues 
of the bleſſed Virgin, is an excellent way of honour- 
ing her, and of 3 our real eſteem, love and de- 
votion to her. For how can we better teſtify our 
affection and veneration for the Saints of God, than 
by honouring and loving in them that which made 
them Saints; and that which God himſelf honours and 
loves in them; that is their virtues? or how can we 
better expreſs our eſteem and love for their virtues, 
than by ſtudying to imitate them? This kind of devo- 
tion is moſt pleaſing to the Saints; and to the queen of 
the Saints; and to the God of the Saints: it is moſt 
honourable to them, and moſt profitable to ourſelves. 
This will bring us eſſectually to the eternal ſociety of 
the Saints: which, without this, no other devotion can 
ſecure unto us. | 

Conclude ſo to rejoice in the exaltation of our 
bleſſed Lady, in this day of her glory, as to take up 
on this day a generous refolution of walkit in her 


footſteps, by a diligent imitation of her life: but more 
eſpecially by following the great examples of her hu- 
mility, purity, and love of God. This generous re- 
ſolution of thine will be ſo agreeable to her; as to add 
a new ſatisfaction and joy, to the immenſe felicity the 
poſſeſſed before. | 8 


| 
' 
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Aud. 16. On the Goſpel, ned on the feſtival of the Aj- 
ſumption of the Bleſſed Virgin, Luke x. go. &c. 


ſ\ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord going 2% 4 

certain town, a certain woman named Martha re- 
ceided him into her houſe : and ſhe had a fijter called 
Mary, who fat alſo at the Lord's fert, and heard his 
word, &c. O how happy, my ſoul, were theſe holy 
ſiſters, who had it thus in their power to receive the 
Lord of glory into their houſe; to entertain him there, 
to hear his word, to converſe familiarly with him, and 
to miniſter to him! O how happy ſhould we have been, 
if we had lived at that time, and could have been fa- 
voured in the like manner! But ſtay, my ſoul, and ſee, 
if this ſame Lord does not offer thee the like favours 
at preſent; and if it be not entirely thy own fault, if 
thou art not a great Saint, in conſequence of them. 
For does he not ſtill abide amongſt us in the bleſſed 
ſacrament? Does he not there come in perſon into 
our houſe ?: Does he not bring all his treaſures of di- 
vine grace with him, to - enrich our ſouls? May we not, 
by a ſpiritual communion, invite him to us, whenever 
we pleaſe? May we not by a ſpirit of recollettion, 


and mental prayer, entertain him, and converſe with 


him, as long as we pleaſe? Does he not often viſit us 
with his graces? Does he not often ſtand at the door 
of the heart and knock? Have we not his heavenly 
word with us? wy we not miniſter to him when we 
pleaſe, and ferve him in the eee of the poor; 
which ſervice he declares he looks upon as done to 
himſelf? If ſo, what reaſon have we to regret our nat 
having lived at the time of our Saviour, ſeeing he is 
always living with us. | | 

Conſider adly, how very differently, theſe two holy 
ſiſters were then employed; the one being bu/y about 
much ſerving, and full of care in providing for the en- 
tertainment of our Lord; the other fitting ſtill at his 
feet, and quietly attending to his divine word. And 
yet they were both employed about him; .they both 
dedicated themſelves to his love and ſervice In this, 


they 
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hey repreſent to us two different kinds of lives of the 
ſervants of God, the active and the contemplative; or, if 
you pleaſe, two different kinds of functions of a Chriſ- 
tian life, the one conſiſting in action, the other in con- 
templation; the one in a variety of good works, done 
with a good intention, for the ſervice of Chriſt; the 
other in a more quiet retirement, and recolleQion, and 
a more cloſe attention to God, by mental prayer. Both 
of theſe are good; both of them highly commendable: 
becauſe both of them tend to the love :and ſervice of 
God: but the latter is preferred by the judgment of 
truth itſelf : becauſe it makes that its occupation here, 
which is to be its eternal employment hereafter. Mary 
has choſen the better part, which ſhall not be taken from 
her. arn thou, my ſoul, of Martha, ever to direct 
thy common actions, with all the functions and labours 
of thy calling, by a pure intention, to the ſervice of 
Chriſt: learn to ſanctify them all by calling in Mary, 
that is, recollettion and prayer, to hy aſſiſtance, But 
learn alſo of Mary, to retire, as often as thou canſt, 
from the noiſe and hurry of the world; to the feet of 
Chriſt: learn of her, as often as thou haſt thy choice, to 
chooſe that better part of contemplation and love, 
which 1s to be thy eternal. occupation. 7 46, 
Conſider gdly, that this goſpel is applied by the 
church, to the Bleſſed Virgin, and to her a{lumptions 
becauſe ſhe was the happy woman, that received in at} 
extraordinary manner, Chri into her houſe: ſhe per- 
fectly fulfilled in her life; both the functions of Martha 
and of * of Martha, in the ſervices, ſhe rendered 
to our Lord, in his humanity, for all the thirty years 
he was under her roof; and of Mary,. by the perpetual, 
contemplation and love of bis divinity ;. ſe that even 
in the midſt of the duties of the attwe life, the eye ef 
her lieart was always upon her God : ſhe ever attended 
to the one thing an. £5, ſhe ever made choice of the 
better part, and on this day of her exaltation, ſhe was 
put in the full poſſeſſion of it for eternity: according 
to that, Mary has choſen the better part, which ſhall not ' 
be taken from her. | 
| gre © 
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Conclude, O my foul, to follow her great example. 
in chooſing always the better part, that thou mayeſt 
partake in her everlaſting happineſs. | 


AuG.17. On reſignation to the will of God, in all our 
90 Juffernngs. 
CONSIDER firſt, that it is a moſt certain truth, 
that nothing happens in the world, excepting fin, 
which does not come directly from the hand of God; 
and which is not the effect of his holy will. So that all 
dur ſufferings, of what kind ſoever they may be, are 
all ordai by him, and all thus paſs through his 
Hands, before they can reach us. Which is ſo true, 
that even thoſe ſufferings, which ſeem to be brought 
upon us, immediately, by the wickedneſs of men; are 
in effect, all of them t the ordinance of God: 
who though he abhors whatſoever there is of malice 
and fin, in the will, or defign, of the men, or devils, 
whom he ſuffers to afflict or perſecute us; yet moſt 
certainly, he not only permits, but abſolutely wills the 
afflictions, trials or puniſhments, which we ſuffer on 
theſe occaſions. And it is his intention, and our duty, 
that in all theſe ſufferings, we ſhould not look ſo much 
at the viſible hand of the unjuſt creature, as at the invi- 
ſible hand of the juſt God: and that in all theſe-caſes, 
we ſhould in ſuch manner deteſt the malice or wicked- 
neſs of the men that aMiR us, as ever to ſubmit to, and 
even to embrace the chaſtiſements of the Lord, as of a 
tender Father, who often makes uſe of a rod, for the 
correction of his children, which he afterwards caſts in- 
to the fire. O how reſigned ſhould we be, if we al- 
ways remembered theſe truths! ; 
onſider 2dly, that all our ſufferings, not only come 
to us from the 4 of God, but are alſo all deſigned 
by him for our greater good. He is the beſt of Fa- 
thers: his fatherly providence, and his tender love for 
us, exceeds all that we can expreſs or conceive: the 
© Holy ſcriptures are full of repeated declarations of this 
truth: it cannot be called in queſtion, without contra- 
dicting both the divine word, and the perpetual expe- 
rience 
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rience of the ſervants of God. So that we ought to 
be always fully aſſured, conſidering God's infinite wiſ- 
dom, goodnels, and love for us, that all that he ſends is 
for the beſt, and is indeed the beſt for us. See my 
ſoul, that thou always remembreſt this truth, in all thy 
ains, ſickneſſes, croſſes and afflictions; and in general 
in all things that happen to thee —_— to thy deſire, 
expectation, or inclination. Upon all theſe occaſions, 
thou muſt confider Jeſus Chriſt himſelf as offering thee 
this cup, or this crols, deſiring thee to receive it for hig 
fake; and aſſuring thee that its ſhall be the means to 
bring thee to heaven. O! how true it is, as we thall 
clearly ſee one day in the light of God, that theſe very 
things, which we are apt to conſider as evils, are in- 
deed great and ſolid goods: and that through them, 
millions of ſouls will be brought to eternal happineſs, 
which without them might have been eternally miſera, 
ble. O let us learn then to reſign ourſelves, without 
reſerve, to all the appointments of an all-wiſe and lov- 

ing Providence! 720 | 
Conſider gdly, the degrees by which we ought to 
endeavour to advance towards the perfection of this 
great virtue of the 1 21 of ourſelves, in all things, 
to the divine will. The firſt and loweſt is, to ſupport 
at leaſt with patience the evils that befal us: and this be- 
cauſe they come ſrom the hand of God; and bumbly 
to ſubmit to them, as the juſt puniſhment ef our ſins, 
ſaying with the 22 wall bear the wrath of the 
Lord, becauſe 1 fined againſt him, Mich. vii. g. 
and with the plalmaſt, under. afflictions, I was dumb, 
and I opened not my mouth, becauſe ut is thy doing, Pf. 
xxxviil. 10. The ſecond degree, which is much more 
perfect than the firſt, is when we not only endeavour 
to bear our ſufferings with patience, ſo as not to mur. 
mur, or repine on thoſe occaſions, or otherwiſe offend 
God; but alſo are ready, and wilhng to ſuffer, becauſe 
ſuch is the will of God: ſo that the conſideration of 
God's holy will and pleaſure, makes the croſs (which 
according to nature we dread and abhor) agreeable to us. 
maſmuch as the will of God is thereby accompliſbed 
: i” 11 
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in us. The third and moſt perfect degree of refigna. 


tion, and which carries with it the perfection of divine 


love and charity, is, when we not only readily and 
willingly accept of the croſs from the hand of God, but 
even rejoice in ſuffering for the love of him; and take 
an unſpeakable content in croſſes, in adverſities, in hu- 
miliations, in poverty, in being condemned by the 
world, c. ſo that we would not even wiſh to be with- 
out them, out of the pure love of him, who choſe a 
ſuffering life for the love of us; and becauſe the ac- 
compliſhment of his will, is the whole object of our 
deſire, of our love, and of our joy. O what a heaven 
ſhould we find upon earth, if we could once arrive at 
this third degree of divine reſignation! For what can 
difturb that ſoul, that always rejoices in the accompliſh- 
ment of the will of God, and finds her pleaſure and 
content in ſuffering? & >a 

Conclude to. make it thy fludy, to aſcend by theſe 
Reps, of reſignation to the holy will of God in all things, 
from virtue to virtue, till thou arrive at the top of the 
tadder where thou wilt find thy God, and be for ever 


inſeparably united to. him. | 

Au. 18. On felf-denial. | 
eee = rar firſt, that the capital enemy of the 
| love of God, and of all. our good, efpecially of 


the reſignation and N oY of our. will to the will 
of God, is the vice of e , or a. diſorderly in- 


clination-to gratify and pleaſe ourſelves; which is the 


unhappy conſequence of the corruption of- man by 
fin, and the fruitful parent of all our evils. All our 


vices and paſſions ſpring from this poiſonous root; al T 


the ſeven capital ſins are but ſo many branches of this“ 
inordinate inclination to ourſelves: take away /elf-love, 
and you will ſhut up all the avenues of hell, and eſta- 
bliſh every where the reign of the love of God, and a 
moſt bleſſed heaven upon earth. Hence the virtue of 


felf-denial, the buſineſs of which is to ſuppreſs and foot 
out this dreadful evil of love, is one of the moſt 
neceſſary of all Chriſtian virtues, and mult ever go 
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hand in hand, with the great virtue of conformity to 
the will of God: which can never take root in our 
ſouls, as long as we are unhappily attached to our own 
wills, and fond of gratifying our own inclinations. 
Hence the very firſt condition the Son of God requires 
of all that would be his diſciples, is to deny themſelves, 
Matt. xvi. 24. This /e!/-demal is the great leſſon he 
came down from heaven to teach. Happy we, if 
by lis grace we can but effectually learn it in prac- 
tice! . | | 

Conſider edly, that this virtue of /e//-dental is uſu- 
ally called morliſication, from a word ſignifying gene. 
or putting to death inaſmuch as by this continual fight- 
ing againſt ourſelves, and againſt our own corrupt 
inclinations and paſſions, we put to death, as it were, 
and cructſy the old man of corruption, Rom. vi. 6. with 
his vices and fins, (according to that of the Apoftle, 
Cal. v. 24. that they that are of Chriſt have crucified 
their fleſh, with its vices and concupiſcences) and ſo die 
to ourſelves; that we may put on the new man Jeſus 
Chriſt, and live in ſuch manner to him, as te be able to 
ſay, with the ſame Apoſtle, I /ive, now not I, but Chrift 
liveth in me, Gal. ii. 20. See, my ſoul, what this virtue 
of mort:fication means, which 1s much talked of, though 


little underſtood, and leſs practiſed: and yet no virtue 


is more neceſſary for our true welfare. e may even 
apply to it, what St. Paul ſays of charity, 1 Cor. xiii. 


that zf we = with the tongues of men and Angels 


and have the gift of prophecy, and all knowledge, and all 
faith, ſo that we could remove mountains; and are not 
mortiſied, we are nothing: and that whatſoever other 
qualifications we may the, or whatſoever good we 
may do, as long as our paſſions and corrupt inclinations 
remain unmortrfied, we ſhall ftill be nothing in the eyes 
of God. | 0 8 , 
Conſider gdly, how this general mortification of our 
paſhons, and our inordinate inclinations, is every where 
ſtrongly inculcated in the word of God. We are even 
aſſured there that we muſt hate ourſelves in this life; 
if we hope to be either true diſciples of Chriſt here, or 
; a 
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to be eternally happy with him hereafter, St. Luke xiv, 
26. and St. John xii. 25. That zf we live according to 
the fleſh, we ſhall die; but FA by the ſpirit we mortiſy the 
deeds of the fleſh, we ſhall live, Rom. viii. 13. And that 
they who are in the fleſh, that is, they who are unmorti- 
fied, cannot pleaſe God, v. 8. Befides many other texts, 
which abundantly demonſtrate, that no one can be a 
good Chriſtian, without waging a perpetual war againſt 
his own ſenſual inclinations, and diligently taking up 
the cro/s of daily mortification. Hence the fleſh, wit 
its paſſions and luſts, is always reckoned by divines 
amongſt the three great enemies of the foul: and is in- 
deed of all the three by far the moſt dangerous enemy. 
Becauſe the world and the dewl, with all their ſuggeſ- 
tions, would not eaſily draw us into fin and hell, if our 
own fleſh, that is, our corrupt inclinations and paſhons 
did not pave the way, and furniſh them with the arms, 
with which they fight againſt us. The world, and the 
devil, beſiege us from without; but could never force 
their way into the ſoul, if our own evil inclinations did 
not hold a correſpondence with them, and open the 
gates of the ſoul, to let them in. | | 
Conclude if. thou deſireſt to overcome the world 
and the devil, to make it thy buſineſs to ſubdue the 
fleſh, and to bring it under n by wholeſome 
ſelf-denials and mortifications. Without this reſtraint 
upon thy paſſions and inclinations, there will be na 
ſoundneſs in thy ſoul ; the whole head will be ſick, and the 
whole heart ſad, Iſai. i. 5, 6. FE | 


AuG. 19. On the mortiſicalion of the interiour. 
ONSIDER firſt, that as the buſineſs of morti- 


fication in general is to reform the old man, and 
to retrench all that is evil and vicious in us; or that 
might diſqualify us for that union with God, by divine 
love, for which he made us, and gave us theſe immor- 
tal ſouls; by tying down our hearts or minds to created 
objects: ſo that kind of —— in particular ought 
to be moſt diligently exerciſed by a Chriſtian, that re- 


fines, poliſhes, and reforms our interiour, in which we 
; * 
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ever carry about with us the image of. God; and in 
which he delights to reſide; provided he finds it in a 
proper condition to receive and entertain him; that is, 
provided he finds it nortiſied. O my ſoul, what ought 
we not then to do, to qualify ourſelves for ſo great a 
happineſs, as this, of having God with us, and of bein 
interiourly united to him? In order to this, thou wok 
obſerve well all the irregularities, which thy inward 
powers and faculties are liable to. that thou mayeſt re- 
trench them by mortification; and fo purify thy inte- 
riour. Believe me, this mortrfication of thy interiour, 
is an exerciſe far more difficult, but withal far more ne- 
eeſſary for thee, and far more acceptable to God, than 
any corporal auſterities whatſoever. 

Conſider 2dly, what thoſe irregularities are, of thy 
inward powers and faculties, that ſtand in need of being 
retrenched by mortification. Alas! if thou wilt but 
give thyſelf the leiſure, to ſtudy well what paſſes in thy 
own interiour, and to know thyſelf; thou wilt find thy 
underſtanding liable to pride, ſelf- conceit, ſelf. ſufficien- 
cy, preſumption, a variety of empty curioſities, and 
many errors, of dangerous conſequence in practice: 
ſuch errors I mean, as oppoſe the maxims of the Goſ- 
pel; and repreſent things in falſe lights, and weigh 
them in falſe weights, ſo as to influence the poor ſoul 
to prefer the temporal before the eternal. Thou wilt 
find thy judgment liable to be raſh and precipitate, and 
quite clouded with the exhalations that arife from thy 
paſſions and ſelf- love. Thou wilt find thy memory liable 
to many vain wanderings and eva; ations, ever full of 

empty things, and forgetful of God. Thou wilt find 
thy imagination ever diſſipated, in the purſuit of worldly 
toys, vain ſchemes, or ſinful objects: and all thy afec- 
tions, appetites and deſires, ſtrangely bent upon evil; 


and averfe to every thing that is painful or laborious. 


See, my ſoul, what a piece of work is here cut out for 
thee; and how much thou haſt to mortify in thy inte- 
riour, to qualify it for a union with Gd! 
Conſider gdly, that amongſt the powers of the ſoul, 
that Which molt of all ſtands in need of NE 
ed 


* 
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fied is the till: as the will is, or ſhould be, the miſtreſs 
of the reſt; and is obliged to keep them all in order; 
which ſhe can never 3 if ſhe herſelf be diforderly. 
Hence the Holy Ghoſt admoniſhes us, by the mouth 
of the wiſe man, Ecclus. xvili. go, 31. Go no- ; da thy 
own luſts, but turn away from thy own wall : if thou give 
to thy ſoul her defires, ſhe will make thee a Joy to thy che- 
mics. Hence alſo he tells us, Proverbs xxix. 15. The 
child that is left to his own will b1ingeth his mother ta 
me. Becauſe this will of ours, when indulged, is 
capable of hurrying us away to all that is evil. And 
therefore we are called upon in the goſpel to hate our 
own ſouls ſanimam ſuam) that is, our own wills, in this 
world, if we hope to be happy in the next. For the 
fire of hell, ſays St. Bernard, can burn nothing but our 
own will, 5 
Conclude to apply thyſelf ſeriouſly to this moſt ne- 
ceſſary mortification of thy interiour, aud more eſ- 
pecially of thy own will and deſires. This mortifica- 
tion 1s to be exerciſed, firſt, by denying to thy own will 
whatever it craves contrary to the will of God; ſe- 
condiy, by accuſtoming thyſelt in things indifferent, 
often to contraditt thy own will; and never to do any 
thing merely to gratify thy own inclinations: thirdly, 
by curbing, even in things that appear to be good, that 
eagerneſs and hurry, which nature, paſſion, and ſelt- 
love are apt to prompt thee to; and ſetting before thy 
eyes, and quietly following, on theſe @ccaſions, the will 


of God, and not thy own, 


Aud. 20. On the mortification of the paſſions. 
(CONSIDER firſt, the neceſſity we lay under, ever 


ſince the corruption of our nature by lin, of keep- 
ing our paſſions alſo in order, by a continual mortifica- 
tion of them. Before man was corrupted by original 
{in, his whole ſoul was regular and orderly, and all his 
paſſions were under proper command. But as ſoon as 
the ſuperior part of the ſoul had withdrawn herſelf 
from her allegiauce.iv God, the inferior n 

) WITTY 
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rebel againſt the ſuperior; and all its appetites and paſ- 
fions were let looſe, to run into all manner of diſorders; 
becauſe the bridle of original juſtice was now flung off; 
with which they were kept in, and reſtrained before. 
Hence ariſes an indiſpenſable neceſſity of our ever mor- 
tifying our paſſions, if we would ſecure our ſouls. For 
as our nature is now corrupted, our love, and our ha- 
tred, our deſires, and our fears, our joy and our grief; 
our anger, Sc. all ſhare in this corruption, and are all 
apt to b 
daily mortification. 

Conſider oO that this moſt neceſſary branch of 


mortification, which relates to our paſſions, chiefly con- 


liſts in the duly regulating all their motions; by di- 


recting them, in a proper manner, to their proper ob- 
jects, and reſtraining all their excelles: ſo that they may 
all be brought under ſubjection to reaſon and religion; 
and made even ſerviceable to the true welfare of our 
fouls. Thus we are to regulate our love, our defrres, and 


our joy, by turning them away, from all diſorderly af. 
fection to periſhable creatures, to the living God: from 


running after vanity and lying fooleries, to the purſuit 


of virtue and truth: and by keeping them 3 with 


in their proper bounds, that they may not diſturb the 
eace of the ſoul, or diſtract its application to God. 


n like manner we muſt mortify our fear, our anger, 
and all our other paſſions, by watching over all their 
motions, and reſtraining all their diſorders and exceſſes. 


O how happy are they, who by the daily praftice of 
this mortification, are arrived at that command of their 
paſſions, which is the bleſſed parent of true peace, and 
a certain image of heaven upon earth. Happy they, 


who turn all their fear, and all their love to God, and 


to what God would have them fear and love: who 
hate nothing but the offence of God: defere nothing 


but the will of God: rejoice in nothing but God: 


greeve at nothing but what is contrary to his honour, 


— the good of ſouls: and are angry at nothing but 
n! 
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Conſider gdly, that as {ove is the ſtrongeſt of all the 
and that which principally influences all the 
reſt; fo the regulating our love, a" mortifying its diſ- 
orders, ought to be at all times, the great objec of the 
Chriſhan's attention. My love is my weight, ſays St. 
Auguſtine, thither am 1 carried whitherſoever I am 
carried. Now our love is regular and orderly, when 
we love all things according to the great rule of the 
will of God; when we love our friends in God, and 
our enemies far God's fake: when we weigh all thin 
in the ſcales of the ſanctuary, and prize them ET, 
ing to the weight they have there; and allow them no 
other love than what will ſtand this teſt. But then on 
the other hand, whatever love, whether of any perſon, 
or any creature, or any thing elle, offers to captivate 
our aſſections, or to divide, or take off any part of our 
heart from God; or to carry us any way out of the 
bounds of moderation, reaſon or religion; ia diſorderly, 
and muſt be reſtrained, corrected and mortified. All 
ſuch love as this ſtrikes at the very root of the welfare 
and ſalvation of the ſoul, by violating the very firſt, 
and chieſeſt of all God's commandments; which is to 
love the Lord our God with ad our keart. 
Conclude to watch over all thy paſſions, that thou 
mayeſt keep them all in ſubjedtion; but principally to 
take care to reſtrain thy love, and thy defires, from all 
unlawful, dangerous or vain objects; and from all ex- 
ceſs or immoderation, in being too ſtrongly bent, or 
too eagerly carried, even to lawful ones. For what. 
ſoever the object be, it is a criminal love to love any 
thing more God. | | 


Ave. 
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AuG. 21. On the 3 a__ of the predominant * 


paſſion. 


6 firſt, that the paſſions of love and 
deſire, when they are unmortified, branch out in- 
to all manner of vice and vicious inclmations; com- 
monly ranged under the ſeven heads, which are uſually 
called the ſeven capital fins: though St. John brings 
them _ a arg _—_ pro he — them 
all to theſe three, the luſt of the fleſh, the l eyes, 
and the pride of life, 1 Johan f. 16. — 
theſe vicious inclinations, which wage war againſt t 
ſoul, there is uſually ſome one or other, that is ſtrong- 
er, or more violent than the reſt; or that occafions 
more, or greater ſins: and this is named by divines the 
predominant affon; the mortification of which is one 
of the chief buſineſſes of a ſpiritual life. For this pre- 
dominant paſſion being, as it were, the captain and 
commander of the reſt, when this is overthrown, the 
reſt will more eafily be ſubdued, and brought under : 
as when their champion Goliah was flain, the Philiſ- 
tines were all — put to flight. | 
Conſider 2dly, that as this predominant paſſion, this 
reigning love, this ſtrongeſt deſire, or affettion, what- 
ever the object of it may be, has already unhappily 
gained the heart; it is but too apt to impoſe upon the 
_ foul with ſpecious pretexts, in order 10 keep its 
old, and to maintain its ground, againſt the remon- 
ſtrances of conſcience, and all the calls and graces of 
heaven. It is the Agag, which the deluded foul, by a 
falſe compaſſion, would willingly ſpare; though with 
the riſk of being caſt — God, as — for ſo do- 
ing, 1 Sem. xv. Ah! Chriſtians, deceive not then 
ourſelves : this predominant paſſion, this favourite af- 
ction, which has taken nollefhen of your heart, is 
indeed the ital enemy of God and your ſouls; it 
muſt be ſlain, it muſt be ſacrificed to the living God. 
Beware of the traitor, which you carry about with you: 
ſuffer him not to impoſe upon you: 1t is very eaſy, if 
you have not — to be wilfully blind, to diſcover 
X \ Kg what 
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what he would be at; becauſe upon the leaſt examina- 
tion of your hearts, you will find him always buſy in 
undermining the reign of the love of God; thruſting 
himſelf upon his throne; and ſetting up an idol in his 
temple: by challenging the chiefeſt place in your heart, 
to the prejudice of divine love. - 
Conſider gdly, what you muſt do: in order to get 
rid of this ook of all your enemies. O! you muſt 
make yourſelf thoroughly acquainted with the depth of. 
his-malice, and all his ſtratagems; that you may not be 
ſurprized, or impoſed upon by him; you muſt oblerve 
all his motions, to reſiſt them at the very beginning; 
you muſt ſtudy all the ſecret ſprings, by which he 2s 
upon the heart, and ſets the other paſſions on work, to 
fulfil his irregular inclinations. Ah! Chriſtians, it is 
of infinite importance in this ſpiritual warfare, to kn. 
the true ſtate of your interiour, and to watch all the 
motions and ſecret ambuſhes of your enemies! You 
muſt alſo ſingle out this enemy, in ſuch manner, as 
though you are not to allow any one of your paſſions, 
or vices, to remain unreſiſted in your ſoul, yet you 
are in a more eſpecial manner to turn all your forces 
againſt this predominant paſſion; by directing your 
daily, and moſt fervent prayers, your confeſhons and 
communions, 2 particular examinations every night, 
and the reſt of your ſpiritual exerciſes, towards the to- 
tal ſubduing of this evil, and acquiring the contrary 
virtue, | : | 
Conclude, if you hope to ſucceed in the great work 
of the mortification of your paſſions, to begin by de- 
claring an eternal war againſt theiy chief; and never 
ceaſing to attack him, upon all occaſions, till you have 
brought him down. - All the reſt will yield themſelves 
up, when he is ſubdued: and you will begin to reliſh 
the ſweets of peace and true liberty; which you will 
never enjoy, till you have broken the chains with which 
he enſlaves you. "x | 
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Ave. 22. On the mortification of the ſenſual appetite. 


| Organ mama firſt, that our /en/ual appetite, that 
is, the ſtrong inclination we have to gratify our 
ſenſes, and to indulge them in their pleaſures, is one of 
the moſt dangerous enemies the ſoul has; and ſtands 
moſt in need of being reſtrained, and correfted by mor- 
tification. The fleſh, with its ſenſes, was deſigned to 
be the ſervant of the ſoul; and to be ſubſervient to its 
true welfare and happineſs. But if the ſenſual appe- 
ite be not kept under ſubjection, by mortefication, the 
ſervant will quickly become miſtreſs, and the poor ſoul 
will be made her flave, and will be dragged along by 
her irregular inclinations into all kinds of evils. Our 
ſenſuality therefore muſt be mortified: we muſt abſo- 
lutely deny ourſelves all «nlarful ſenſual and carnal 
pleaſures: we muſt fly them more than death: we muſt 
retrench all exceſs, and immoderation, in the uſe, even 
of lawful pleaſures and diverſions: we muſt never 
ſuffer — to affect them, much leſs to have a 
paſſion for them: we muſt accuſtom ourſelves to curb 
and thwart the inclinations of our ſenſes, in things law- 
ſul, or indiſſerent, that ſo we may acquire a greater fa- 
cility in overcoming our ſenſual appetite, when it in- 
clines to things unlawful; and may at the ſame time 
puniſh our m— oer indulged ourſelves in them. 
In fine we muſt never do any thing merely ſor our 
pleaſure. 0 | "189 
. Conſider 2dly, the oppolition there is between a 
enſual life, or a life of pleaſure; and a truly Chriſtian 
lite, which is agreeable to the maxims of the goſpel, and 
to the practice of Chriſt, and of all his Saints; who 
. - have taken up their croſſes to follow him; and have 
always borne in their bodies the mortiſication of Jeſus, 
and have been, as it were, cructhed with him. This 
oppoſition is ſo great, that the Apoſtle cannot ſpeak - 
without weeping of thoſe half Chriſtians, who give 
| themſelves up to their pleaſures; of whom he i 
_ Philip. iii. 18, 19, that they are enemies of the er 5 of 
- Chriſt; that their end is dgſtruction; that their God 15 
e K 3 | their 
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ther belly; that they lory in their ſhame, and mind only 
earthly things. Chriſt did not ſtudy his own pleaſure : 
He did not pleaſe him/clf, Rom. xv. g. His whole life 
was a croſs, which he voluntarily choſe for the glory 
of his Father, and for the love of us. The Apoſtle 
 chaſtized his body, and brought it into ſubjeclion by vo- 
luntary mortifications, - 1 Cor. ix. 17: all the Saints 
have walked in the ſame footſteps: they have all cru- 
ciſted their own fleſh, Gal. v. 24. The kingdom of 
heaven ſuffereth violence, and none but they that ule 
violence upon themſelves bear it away, Matt. xi. 12. 
And can Chriſtians think that a ſenſual life will ever 
bring them thither? No: true wi/dom is not found en 
the land of them that live in delzghts, Job xxviii. 19. 
And we are not to imagine we may give ourſelves up 
to our pleaſures here, and yet promiſe ourſelves Ae 
good things of. the Lord in the land of the living here- 

after, St. Luke xvi. 25. | 
Conſider gdly, that there is no one, but who may, 
and ought to practiſe the mortification of the fleſh, and 
of its ſenſual appetites; and that too by reſtraining it 
often from things otherwiſe lawful. The guilty muſt 
do it to puniſh themſelves for their paſt ſins: the inno- 
cent muſt do it, in order to keep themſelves from falling 
into ſin; which will be the unavoidable conſequence 
of their not mortifying, and keeping under fo dange- 
rous an enemy. None muſt excuſe themſelves here, 
on account of their want of ſtrength or health: it is 
eaſy for a Chriſtian of a good will, to contrive, and to 
put in execution a variety of ſelf-denials, that neither 
require any bodily ſtrength, or prejudice the health. 
If we are not able to wear the hair ſhirt, or to uſe the 
_ diſcipline, if we cannot faſt, or he upon the hard floor, 
ve may atleaſt retrench many ſuperfluities, and af- 
fefted niceties, in our eating, drinking and cloathing, 
Sc. we may ſhorten the time we give to unneceſſary 
lying in bed; we may upon many occaſions withdraw 
ourſelves, from ſuch things as we are inclined to, and 
which perhaps are leſs wholeſome for us; and chuſe 
ſuch things as are leſs agreeable to our own inclina- 
tions: 
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tions: in fine we may daily and hourly mortify, in ma- 
ny things, our eyes, our ears, our * * Sc. 

Conclude to make it thy daily buſineſs, to mortify, 
on every occaſion, thy ſenſual appetite, leſt otherwiſe 
fleſh and blood prevail over thy ſoul, and ſhe fall an 
everlaſting prey to her mortal enemies. 


Aud. 2g. On the mort:fication of curiofity. 


ONSIDER firſt, that befides the evil of /en/ua 
ly, which muſt be mortified, in order to ſubdue 
the concuprſcence of the fleſh; there is another dange- 
rous evil, that mult alſo be mortified, in order to ſubdue 
the concufpr/cence of the eyes; and that is the vice of cu- 
no/iy, which St. Auguſtine (Confeſſions, L. c. 25.) ſup- 
. poles to be underſtood by this name. A dangerous 
evil indeed, and the mother of many evils; which 
makes men buſy themſelves about things, either hurt- 
ful, or at leaſt nothing at allte theirpurpoſe, whilſt th 
negle&t things profitable and neceſſary, yea the ond; 
thing necefſary. Alas! how many things are there that 
men take much pains to. inquire into, which are dange- 
rous to their ſouls? How many which are abſolutely 
uſeleſs and unprofitable, and which anſwer no manner 
of end, either of the glory of God, or of their own, or 
- neighbours good? And how much loſs is here of their 
precious time! What diſſipation of thoughts! What 
- diſtrattions in prayer; What forgetfulneſs of God and 
eternity! What an enſlaving of the ſoul to mere toys 
and vanities! And what account will they be able to 
give at the laſt day, of a life ſpent ſo unprofitably; ſo 
. unworthily of the great end, for which they came hi- 
mer; and ſo perverſely; becauſe ſo contrary to the ho- 
ly will and law of their Maker! Ah the diſmal conſe- 
quences of indulging this unhappy curioſity ! 
Conſider 2dly, the particulars, in which we muſt 
mortify the luſt of the eyes, if we hope to keep the ſoul 
pure; and to prevent death from coming in at thoſe 
windows. We muſt turn our eyes away from vanity; 


and much more from all ſueh objects as allure the foul 
| to 
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to impure love: an unguarded glance of an eye has a 
thouſand and a thouſand times been the death of the 
ſoul. Unhappy they who are ever indulging their 
curioſity, in looking after ſuch dangerous objects: And 
much more unhappy they, who affett by their light 
carriage and indecent dreſs, to draw the eyes and 
hearts of others to Juſt! For the ſame reaſon, we muſt 
mortify alſo our curioſity, with relation to publick ſhews 
and comedies, as being full of dangers, and of allure- 
ments to luſt. As alſo with relation to the reading all 
ſuch books, as being either lewd, or profane, or irreli- 
gious, tend to debauch the ſoul, and to draw her into 
fin. In which number romances, play-books, and ſuch 
like, are certainly to be comprized: becauſe they only 
{ſerve to heighten the paſſions, to ſoften the foul, and 
diſpoſe her to carnal love; and to {hut out from her, 
the ſpirit of devotion and of the love of God. | 
Conſider gdly, the neceſſity of mortifying in like 

manner, the curioſity of the ears; fince theſe allo are 
an avenue, through which, if not well guarded, death 
oftentimes makes its way into the ſoul. This branch 
of curioſity muſt be corretted, firſt by ſtopping the 
earsto all looſe narrations, jeſts, or ſongs; all which 
are apt to convey a mortal poiſon into the ſou]: ſe- 
condly, by xeftraming them from hearkening to ſcan- 
dal and detrattion ; with danger af either taking plea- 
ſure in it, or countenancing and encouraging ſo great 
an evil: third'y, by keeptng a guard.upon them, to pre- 
vent their taking in a ſull more dreadful infection, by 
hearkening to irreligious and impious diſcourſes, whic 

ſtrike at the Deity, and his revealed truths; or tend to 


the diſcouraging virtue, or promoting vice. In a word, 
the Chriſtian, that would ſave his ſoul, muſt ever have 


a guard upon himſelf, in all company and-converſation, 
leſt the curioſity of bis ears induce him to hearken with 


-pleaſure to any ſuch ſpeeches, or words, as may let in 


the corruption of ſin into his heart. 
Conclude ever to watch and pray againſt the evil 
of curioſity, which has ſo many ways of poiſoning the 


foul. But if thou would indulge the .dckre of know- 


ledge 
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edge (which is ſo natural to man) let it be by inquiring 
into uſeful truths, and ſuch as may ſerve to bring thee 
to the ſovereign truth. But wo to them that enquire of 
men after many curious things, and at the ſame time are 
but lutle curious of knowing the way to ſerve God, 
Kempis. 


AUG. 24. On the goſpel for St. Bartholomew, Luke vi. 


12, &c. 


(CONSIDER firſt, how our Lord deſigning to 
make choice of his twelve Apoſtles, by way of 
preparation for this great work, went out into a mountain 
to pray, and there paſſed the whole night in the prayer 
of God, that is, in moſt earneſt and - fervent prayer. 
arn from hence, my ſoul, in all thou takeſt in hand, 
to begin with prayer, in order to draw down the bleſ- 
ſing of heaven upon thy undertaking: learn alſo of 
thy Saviour to be fervent and earneſt in thy prayers: 
learn to retire with him, as often as thou canſt, for thy 
pri vate devotion, from the noiſe and diſtractions of the 
world. Recollettion, ſolitude and the filence of the 
night are great helps to devotion. ' O! what oughteſt 
not thou to do, to ſecure the ſalvation of thy own.ſoul, 
when the Son of God has paſſed even wh nights in 
prayer for the love of thee? He ſtood not in need of 
prayer for himſelf; but has given us an example, to 
teach us how much we ought tq take to heart, upon all 
. occaſions, this exerciſe of fervent prayer. 
Conſider 2dly, the fruits of this night's prayer, in 
the great things our Lord performed the next morn- 
ing; which we may reduce under three heads. 1. His 
choice of his twelve Apoſtles. 2. His divine ſermon on 
the mount. g. The many miracles he wrought, when 
as the goſpel informs us: @ very great multitude of peo- 
je, came to hear him, and to be healed of therr diſeaſes; 
and a virtue went out from him, and healed them all, 
v. 17, 18, 19. Contemplate my ſoul all theſe wonders 
of divine grace, wrought in conſequence of the prayer 
of that night. See a company of poor, weak, illiterate 
fiſhermen, wonderfully RE on a ſudden to be the 


great 
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great pillars and founders of the church of God, and 
prime miniſters of his kingdom upon earth. Bow thy- 
ſelf down, and embrace the heavenly law, publiſhed on 
this occaſion by thy Redeemer,in that admirable ſermon, 
in which with a moſt amiable ſimplicity, joined with a 
wonderful authority, he has laid down all the funda- 
mentals of Chriſtian morality: and do thou alſo learn 
to approach in ſpirit to his feet with his diſciples to re- 
cerve of has doctrine, Deut. xxxiii. g. and to be healed by 
him of all thy diſeaſes. O! ever remember, that the- 
true way to all good, and the ſource of all light, grace, 
and benediction, is to go up with him to the mountain, 
and to converſe with God by recollection and prayer. 

Conſider a what we read here in the golpel that 
all the multitude ſought to touch our Lord: for virtue 
went out from him, and healed all, verſe 19. If virtue 
went out from our Lord to heal the corporel diſeaſes, 
of all them that touched him, whilſt he was here viſibly 
preſent, during his mortal life; can we ſuppoſe he has 
either leſs power, or leſs goodneſs, to heal the ſhiritual 
maladies of all ſuch as properly apply to him, now he 
has entered into his glory, aſter dvedding his precious 
blood for us? No certainly, but as all power ig given him 
in heaven and earth: ſo virtue never ceaſes to go out 
from kim, in favour of all that ſpiritually approach to 
him, and that feek to keep him company in their own 
inteniour: and how much more in favour of them, 
who verily and indeed touch him, and receive him with- 
in their houſe, by means of the holy commumion. O 
let us always endeavour to keep cloſe to im; and his 


virtue will always be with us. 

Conclude to go up with Chriſt, upon all occaſions, 
into the mountain, by retirement and prayer. In all 
thy deliberations thou muſt conſult this oracle. In all 
dangers let chis be thy refuge. Run hither to be de- 
livered from all thy evils. Mere thou wilt meet with 


thy ſovereign Good. 


2 Aus. 
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Ave. 25. On humility. 
6 firſt, that the moſt neceſſary of all 


mortifications, is that which teaches us to mor- 


tify our pride, by the virtue of humility, It is humility 


is the favourite virtue of heaven: all other virtues are 
nothing without it: they even degenerate into vices, 
when they are tainted with pride. Humility makes us 
become as little ones; low, mean, and deſpicable in our 
own eyes; and willing to be ſuch. in the eyes of others. 
| Humility makes us quite ſenſible of our own nothing, 

of our miſery, and ſinfulneſs; teaches us to diveſt our- 
elves of all conceit of our own performances, or abili- 


ties; and to aſcribe all good to God alone. Humility 


{its down in the loweſt place; makes us ſincerely pre- 
fer all others before ourſelves; and pretend to no eſteem, 
or praiſe, or honour, or glory, as due to us, or to any 
excellence of our own: but to be fully and feelingly 
convinced, not only that we are good for nothing of 
ourſelves, fit for nothing but to do miſchief, and de- 
ſerve nothing but puniſhment ; but alfo that it is owing 
to God's pure goodneſs, that we are ſufſered to live upon 


* earth; and that any one at all ſbews us the leaſt regard, 


or does us the leaſt ſervice; and that all God's creatures 


have not a general licence, to riſe up againſt us, and to 
puniſh us in all manner of ways, for our offences againſt 
their creator; in fine that we are not long ſince in 


hell. | 


Conſider 2dly, that what makes this virtue of humi- 


lity ſo acceptable to God, is becauſe God is the Truth, 
and cannot help loving the truth. Now all pride 1s 
made up of errors, and lies; in taking ourſelves to be 


ſomething; in pretending to what is not our due; or 
aſcribing to ourſelves what: belongs not to us; or in 
fine in being puffed up with the gifts of God, as if they 


were our own property, okgt our own growth. And 


what is all this but lies? Sacrilegious lies, that offer to 
rob- God of his glory; to * — to ourſelves what 
belongs to him; and Satan like to pretend to ſet our- 
ſelves on his throne ! But Hunulity goes always * - 


— — 
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hand with ruth; and ever grounds herſelf upon the 
truth; by giving always to God what belongs to God, 
and to man what belongs to man: by acknowledging, 
with all ſimplicity, conviction, and affeftion, God to 
be all, and man to be nothing: and by ever aſcribing to 
God, whatever there is of good in one's ſelf, or in any 
thing created; and reſerving to one's ſelf nothing but 
one's own defects. This is true humility : this is the 
Truth that ſhall ſtand for ever. This was found, in the 
ateſt perfection, in the moſt eminent Saints upon 
earth: This ſhall reign with them in heaven, for all 
eternity; where God fhall be al in all, for ever. 
Conſider gdly, that humility is not only a virtue ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for arriving at Chriſtian perfection: 
but that there 1s even no ſalvation at all for us without 
it. There is no going to heaven without God's grace: 
Now God reſiſts the proud, and gives his grace to the 
humble, St. James iv. 6. And our Lord expreſsly aſ- 
ſures us, that except we become as little children, by hu- 
mility, we ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
Matt. xviii. g. No my ſoul, let us not deceive our- 
ſelves: there is no room in heaven for pride. Satan 
and his companions were caſt down from thence b 
their pride: and their places are not to be filled up but 
by the humble. Only they that humble themſelves upon 
earth, ſhall be exalted in heaven. The moſt high and 
the moſt holy, who inhabiteth eternity, will only d 
with a contrite and humble /jarit, Iſai. Ivii. 15: and will 
have reſpect to none, to bring them to his heavenly 
kingdom, but ſuch as in their mortal life by the virtue 
of humility are poor and litile, and of a contrite ſpirit; 


and tremble at his words, Iſai. Ixvi. 2. 


Conclude, if thou wouldſt have any part with God 
in his eternal kingdom, to be everlittle and humble here 
upon earth. The more thou ſtoopeſt down, and calteſt 
thyſelf under the feet of all, by humility; the more 
God will lift thee up, and exalt thee: for he alone is 
truly great and high, and ever looks down, with a fa- 
vountllh eye, upon them that are low and humble, to' 
exalt them here by his grace, and hercafter in his glory. | 

ORs ut 
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But as for ſuch as lift up their heads by pride, and take 
themſelves to be great and high, he keeps them off at a 
diſtance; and regards them with horrour. For the 


— ay and arrogant are an abomination to the Lord, 
rov. xvi. 5» 


AuG. 26. On the ſchool of humility. 


COSI DER firſt, that the ſchool, in which we 
are to learn true humility, is the ſerious conſidera- 
tion, and true knowledge of God, and of ourſelves. To 
know God, and to know ourſelves, is the true Science 
ol the Saints. Theſe two branches of Chriſtian know-- 
ledge uſually go hand in hand, and mutually promote- 
ee aſſiſt one another. The more we know our God, 
and the infinity of all his perfections, the more ſenſible 
we are of our own nothing, and of our total dependance 
on him: and the more we know ourſelves, and all our 
miſeries and fins, the more clearly we perceive, that 
God alone is good; and that he is infinitely good in 
bearing with us. Here we learn true humility: be- 
cauſe here we learn to anmlulate ourſelves in the {ſight 
of that infinite majeſty, in whoſe preſence the whole 
univerſe dwindles away to a mere nothing; and both- 
heaven and earth quite diſappear. Here we learn to 
aſcribe all good to this ſovereign good, and nothing of 
good to ourſelves. Here we learn to deſcend even be- 
neath our nothing, by the conſideration of our ſins, and 
of the hell we have deſerved by them. Here in fine 
we learn to have ſo great a ſenſe of our manifold mi- 
ſeries and fins, as to keep our eyes only open to our 
own defects, and ſhut to thoſe of others; and by that 
means we learn todeſpiſe no one but ourſelves, and to 
prefer all-others before ourſelves. | | $ 
Conſider 2dly, O my ſaul, aud in order to acquire a 
more perfect knowledge of thyſelf, that ſo chou mayſt 
always be little and humble; take a more particular re- 
view ofithy whole ſelf, and ſeriouſly reflect on what thou 
art, both as a mortal and as a ſinner. That thy extrac- 
tion is from nothing; that thou waſt conceived and 
Vol. III. ; ; and 
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and born in ſin; that thou art perpetually liable to in- 
numerable miſeries, both of ful and body; that all 
thy powers and faculties are ſtrangely impaired and diſ- 
ordered by ſin; that thou art ever prone to evil, and 
hard to be brought to good; that thy paſſions are head: 
ſtrong and rebellious; thy affeftions ever bent upon 
vain toys, and lying fooleries; and thy thoughts, words, 
and actions full of corruption. In the mean while thy 
time is haſtening on without intermiſſion to its laſt pe- 
riod: death is following-cloſe at thy heels, and will 

uickly overtake thee: and ſend away this body of 
thine, Which thou art ſo ſond of, to be the food of 
maggots and «worms; and the poor ſoul to another 
world, to be tried there at an unerring tribunal; under 
2 dreadful uncertainty, whether ſhe ſhall not be deli- 
vered up to be an eternal prey to mercileſs devils. And 
is it poſſible that we ſhould be ſenſible of all theſe 
humbling truths, and ſhould ſeriouſly reflect on them, 
und yet be proud! 

. Confider gdly, that amongſt all theſe humbling con- 
ſiderations, that which ought mdſt effeQually to abate, 
or rather quite beat down our pride, is the remem- 
brance of our fins, and of what we have deſerved by 
them. Ahl wretched creature that I am, I have been 
guilty of mortal ſin, of high treaſon againſt my God; 
and that 1 a thouſand times ; and conſequently I 
have de a thouſand hells: and what can I have 
to be proud of? Ah! what a wretched figure did my 
ſoul then make in the ſight of God and his angels! 
How odious, how filthy, how abominable was ſhe all 
that time! And is ſhe not ſo ſtill? She ſtood then con- 
demned to hell: and has that ſentence ever been re- 
verſed? What pretenſions then can 1 have to any ho- 
nour, eſteem, or regard from any one? What title to 
any fayour from God, or man? What juſt reaſon to 
complain, if even all God's creatures ſhould combine 
againſt me, to revenge upon me the wrong done to 
their Creator; and ſhould tread me under their — 
to puniſh the 2 by which I have lifted up my head 
againſt the Almighty ? What would all this be in com- 

* — | - pariſon 
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pariſon with my deſerts? How then ſhall I dare to en- 
tertain any proud thought, either of conceit of myſelf, 
or of ſeeking to be eſteemed by others, or of reſem- 
ing any affront, contradiction, or contempt from 
any man; ſince I have no title to any thing elſe but 
hell? And What room can there be for glorying 
there ? Eon, PO Oe Yn 
Conclude daily to frequent this ſchool of humility, 
by ſtudying well to know thy God, and to know thy- 
ſelf: this kind of ſcience is infinitely more to thy pug- 
ſe, than all other arts and ſciences put together: 11 
which indeed would only ſerve to puff thee up, and to 
betray thee to thy mortal enemies, the world, the fleſh, 
- and the devil, if not accompanied with the knowledge 
of God, and of thyſelf. | 


whom we are to learn la- 
> he | ; 


| (CONSIDER firſt, that in order to teach us bu- 

mility, God has ſent us down a maſter from hea- 
ven, even his own eternal Son, who is no leſs God 
than his Father. Of what importance then muſt it 
be for us, my ſoul, to ſtudy well this great leſſon, which 
the Son of God himſelf has come down from heaven 


Ave. 27. On the maſter 0 


do teach!) O who could have thought, that we who are 


of ourſelves ſo very-little, ſo very wretched and con- 
temptible, ſo near the brink of nothing; and by our 
- fins, beneath nothing; ſhould be ſo ſtrangely conceited 
of ourſelves, and ſo monſtruouſly corrupted with pride 
and ſelf-love, that nothing leſs ſuffice to teach us 
to be little and humble, than the great example of the 
Son of God himſelf, coming down from heaven, and 
becoming a little one amongſt us; yea as a worm and 
no man, the reproach of men and the outcaſt of the people, 

Pf. xxi. And yet even ſo, how few are there of us, 


that are content to be little and contemptible with him! 
How few are willing to be ſcholars of. this heavenly 
maſter; or even to ſubmitto the leaſt humiliations, far 
the love of him! r c | 
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Conſider 2dly, the ſweet invitation of our Lord, St. 
Matt. xi. 28, 29, calling us all to come to him, and to tali 
hits yoke upon us, and to learn of him, becauſe he ts 
meek and humble of heart ; and promiſing us refreſhment 
and reſt for our ſouls, upon our compliance with his in- 
vitation. O what encouragements are here, my ſoul, 
to engage us to yu no pains in learning in this 
heavenly ſchool of humility, opened by the Son of 
God, and to make us quite in love with this ſtudy of 
Truth! A moſt excellent maſter; the Son of God him- 
ſelf, the ſovereign truth! Bleſſed ſchool-fellows, all 
the ſaints of God, and favourites of heaven! A moſt 
excellent ſcience, which brings the ſoul through the 
te of her own nothing to the contemplation of her 
od, the pure truth! Excellent fruits, the peace of the 
ſoul, refreſhment and reſt from her labours and bur- 
dens; a vittory over all her paſſions; and a happy ac- 
quiſition of all other viztues! O let us frequent this 
—_— ſchool of Chriſt. | i $0 

n gdly, the great example of humility, given 
us by the Son of God, who . the how of Cao, 
-(trae God, no leſs — his Father; and — 
thought it no robbery to | | with God, yet deba/ec 
himſelf, taking the form oy nf, VIZ. he — 
nature of man, and humbled himſelf, becoming oledient 
umto death, even the moſt diſgraceful death of the ereſs, 
Philip. ii. 6, 7, 8. His whole life was full of leflons of 
humility. He choſe to be born in a ſtable; to be cir- 
curnciſed as a ſinner; to flee into Egypt, as if he were 
unable to refift a petty mortal; to be brought up in po- 
verty, and labour; to work at a mean mechanick trade; 
to be obedient to his creatures; to be baptized among{t 
ſinners; to ſuffer himſelf to be tempted by the devil; to 
make choice of the er and meaner fort of men for 
his companzons, and diſciples; to make himſelt as their 
ſervant, even to the waſhing their feet; to fly from ho- 
nours, and applauſe; to conceal his glory; to enjoin 
ſecrecy with regard to his wonderful works; and to em- 
brace on all occaſions, both in life and death, whatſo- 
ever was moſt humbling, and moſt deſpicable in the 

| eyes 
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es of men. O divine Jeſus, teach us to follow thy 
bleſſed example! O teach us to be meek and humble of 
heart, like thee; that ſo we may be thy diſciples in- 
deed! DR 
Conclude to ſet always before your eyes the life and 


doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt; in order to conform your- | 
ſelves to his divine maxims, and examples; and to learn 


of him to be truly humble. No other maſter but he 
can effetually teach you this divine leſſon. 


AuG. 28. On the fruits of kumilicy. 


(CONSIDER firſt, that humility is" the d on 


which other virtues muſt be built; they have all of 


them a neceſlary dependance on this foundation; and 


are all of them more or leſs in proportion to 


the degree in which we poſleſs: humility. - Faith» itſelf, ; 


which is commonly looked upon the foundatiom of all 


our good, abſolutely depends upon Aumility: even that 
humility, which 2 the ſoul to — ſhe can 


not underſtand, to ſubmit to the moſt bumbling truths, 


and to caſt down height that exalteth itſelf again 
the kn dee of Cod, and to bring into tapttvi mY 
underflandzng. to the obedrence Y 

Becauſe as all hereſies proceed from pride; ſelf-conceir, 


and refuſing to. give up, or ſubmit one's own judgment 
by-3-10 


An, 2 Com x: 4, 5. 


to divine authon nothing elſe but humility can 


ſecure the foul from this danger, and keep her firm to 
her faith. In like manner divine he depends alfo 
upon humility, which alone can keep the ſoul in the 
golden mean, between the two extremes of diffidence 


and preſumption: whilſt it teaches her to have n opi- | 


nion, or confidence. in herſelf, nor any ways to build on 
her own ſandy bottom, but wholly upon the rock, 
which can never fail us, of the power, goodneſs and 
mercy of God. For the leſs we truſt in ourſelves; the 


more we truſt in God. And thus we ſhall always find 


that they who are the moſt humble; have alſo theſtrongeſt 


faith, and hope, and are uſually i Win theo knccid 
of God of his greateſt woris. 
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Conſider gdly, that divine charity, Mie queen of aft 
virtues, es te both her branches, viz. beth the love of 
ed, and the leye of gur neighbours, has alle 3 cloſe 
connettion 3 and can never maintain her 
— in gur , without being (6 hy- 
ality, — bumility ſyrnithes the ſoul wich the 
moſt preſſing motivet, to aſſiſt her to love her God: 
— {ets his — in its proper light; makes the 
foul admire that he being what he is, mould have a 
regard to her, or ęyen r with ſuch a ſinful wret 9 
as ſhe 1s: Humility teaches her that ſhe is nothing, and 
that Gad is the gr at Ali; infinitely good in himfelf, 
and infigitely good t@ her: and jadced this infinite 
es of God, which is the proper objeft of divine 
ve, 3 is Bev Fightly app — 2 but by cke humble. 
And x10 hat he boned of chris relates 40 
gur it zs r evident It can never be main- 
faiyed 2 ley? fas 2 the vices that oppefe 
— e pee 2 ens „con- 
nt, de deuatlian, anger, Ne all Gring 
a not to be vanquiſhed, but by true 
ail; which teaches us to preler al} others before 
BRd i be angry with Ro on but our- 


, Which is ho genera 


panicd with humal ; th Gag: but what The 
= , fays the wile men, 
celus. xv: $1: ſhall pterce clouds pad will uot 
— £7 l r wh 1 eng 
le eve, id grant his 10 gs mi 
ofres uh Bf & 1B, Galt regard to the prayer of 
the hymble, 8nd deſjafeth nat 2 lion, Wed from 
1775 the proud hau never b acceptable (hi: 
; ihe humble, end of the me hath alu 
Is: {@- Even they prayer of 4 


greateſt _ when it is whh s contvits = 
heart is not de 272 ife by him „ H. I. As evidently 


appears 


appears in the cafe of the publican. Lule xviii. who by 
this one ſhort prayer, O Cod be 4 2a to me d ſinner, 


accompanied with a profound humility, and a perfett 


contrition, was immediately juſtified, O bleſſed humi- 


lity, what canſt thou not effett! O dear Lord, teach us 


to be humble 


Conelude, if thou deſireſt to raiſe in thy ſoul the ſa- 


brick of virtue, to lay in the firft place the foundation 
of humility; and the higher thou hopel} to erett this 
fabrick, the lower muſt thou fink the foundation, by a 
more profound humility. Virtue without this foun- 
dation will prove no better than a houſe built u 


ſand, which at the firſt form or inundation will fall o 


ruin. 
Aus. 29. On other fruits of humility. | 


r firſt, that the moral virtues, as well 
as the theological, have all of them a neceſſary 
dependance on humility. That prudence will eome io 
nothing, which is ſelf-conceited, and builds upon the 
devices of man, rather than upon the light and grace of 


God, procured by kymble prayer. Juſlics will be defi- 
cient #4 many of its branches, if carrupted by pride; 


which always makes men partial to themſeives, and ſo 
full of themſelves, as to be ever ready to judge, cen- 
ſure, deſpife and eondemn their neighbours; and un- 
willing to regylate their thoughts, words and deeds, by 
that golden rule of doing in all things as they would be 
done by. That ortitude will fail; when it eomes to 
the trial, which for want of humility, is built upon 
fand, and not upon the rock. And that {erwperance can 
never be perfe 

ite from exceſs, and does not withal reſtrain the ir- 
regularities of the other paſſions, and qualify the fumes 


of pride, that they may not turn the head, with ſelf-con- 


ceit; now this is the proper buſineſs of humility; and 
can never be eſſected without humility, = 4 


Conſider 2dly, that not only the ſour cardinal vir- 
mes, but all the others depend in like manner on the 


foundation of humility. Aieingſi, which roReaing, 


ange I, 


EVREY DAY 1N THE YEAR. 11.5 


, which only with-halds the ſenſual ap- 
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anger, and bears, with equality of ſoul, all affronts 
and provocations, goes always hand in band with Au- 
= —_— and is recommended to us jointly with humility, 
by the great example of our Lord : learn of me, ſaith 
he, for [ am meek and humble of heart. Poverty of /j1- 
rit (which diſengages the ſoul from the love of 'the 
world) is either — itſelf, or the offspring of ham:- 
ity. Purity, and chaſtity can never be maintained, 
but by kumzlity: the moſt ſhamefu} falls into the worſt 
of impurities are often the puniſhment of pride, Rom. 


i. 24. Modeſty, when it. only regulates 'the exteriour, | ; 
and is not accompanied with. Aumility of heart, is but p 
hypocritical pharaiſaical; and deſerves not the 


name of virtue. Obedz-nce is the favourite daughter of 
Aumility, as diſobedience is the firſt born of pride. Pa- 
tience under croſſes and ſufferings, fprings alſo from 
humility, which teaches us to>4umble ourſelves under the 
mighty hand of God, in all his appointments; ever to 
kiſs = red; and to be convinced that what we ſuffer is 
nothing to what we deſerve.. In a word, a perpetual. 
conformity with the bleſſed willof God in all things is 
ever the inſeparable companion of true Fumrlity; and 
brings along with it to the ſoul the happy fruits of 
tranquility and peace; which are the joint offspring of 
theſe two virtues. ON 8 
Conſider gdly, that humz{ity is alſo the parent of theſe 
two neceſſary virtues of penitence and /elf-dental. Be- 
cauſe the more humble we are, the more we know our- 
ſelves, and the greater ſenſe we have of our fins; and 
conſequently the greater horrour and hatred for them, 
and the greater deſire of 2 them by penance, - 
and of making ſatisſaction for them by a penttenttal life. 
And in like manner the more humble we are, the more 
we are alſo ſenſible of our own. weakneſs; and of all 
the dangers that ſurround us on all ſides, from the devil 
and the world, and moſt of all from our own paſſions, 
and that unhappy-ſ{eif-love, which is the root of all our 
evils: and thus the humble knowledge of 2 
u upon keeping a greater guard upon ourſelves, 
— abbens tos Fo Ke our paſſions, —— ly in- 
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clinations, in order to reſtrain all their irregularities, 
and bring them all under perfect ſubjettion. Now this 
1s /el/-demal ; the buſineſs of which is to ſubdue /etf- 
{ove, and to force it to ſubmit to the love of . 
Thus all virtues depend upon humility. O lovely hu- 
mility ! O how bleſſed it is to be thus little in our own 
eyes! There is no other way to any degree of true 
greatneſs, | 
Conclude, if thou aſpireſt at perfection, to enter up- 
on the path of humility ; no other way can bring thee 
thither: if thou aim at arriving thither by any other 
road, thou wilt be ſure to fall down ſome dre pre- 
cipice, | 


Abs. 30. On the degrees of humility. 


AONSIDER firſt, that true humility does not 
\_ conſiſt in ſpeaking ill of ourſelves, by ſaying we 
are great ſinners, or the like; nor yet in the wearing 
plain apparel, or employing ourſelves in mean offices; 
nor in looking down upon the ground, Gc. we ma do 
all this, and yet be far from being humble: becauſe all 
this may be done out of pride, either to acquire the 
eſteem of others by this outward fhew of humility, or 
to pleaſe and applaud ourſelves with the conceit of our 
being humble: true humility conſiſts not in words, nor 
in the outſide; but in the inward ſentiments of the heart. 
Humility, ſays St. Bernard, is a virtue by which a man, 
out of a 17% true knowledge of himſelf, becomes mean and 
contemplible in his own eyes: ſo that for a man to be 
truly humble, is to have a low opinion of |-mſelf, 
through the deep ſenſe he has of his own nothing, and 
his fins; and therefore to deſpiſe himſelf, and to be wil- 
ling to be deſpiſed by all the world. See my foul if 
—_ uy thy diſpoſitions: if not, thou art not tculy 
humble. 
Conſider adly, that che firft degree of true humility, 
is that which is expreſſed in the definition, given by St. 
Bernard, vi. that we ſhould have ſuch a knowledge of 
ourſelves, and of all our miſeries, and ſins; ſuch a con- 
viclion of gur having nothing gt all to he proud a 
A Nn 
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and very many things that make us wretchedly mean 
and contemptible; as ſincerely to deſpiſe ourſelves: 
ſeeing there is nothing in us of good, that is our own; 
and that whatſoever is in us of our own proper growth, 
or: of our own ſtock, is all good for nothing, yea filthy ( 
and abominable. What room then can there be in us 
ſor any ſelf. conceit, or ſelf-eſteem? How many and 8 
how preſſing inducements have we, to oblige us to " 
think — of ourſelves, and to deſpiſe ourſelves? : 


And yet how much does this unhappy pride prevail, in 8 
ſpite of all theſe humiliations, which we carry about * 
with us! Oh! let this miſery of ours at leaſt be a mo- 5 
tive to deſpiſe ourſelves the more £ * 
Conſider gdly; that the ſecogd degree of true hu- 2 
mility, advances us ſtill farther, and makes us not only My 
; to deſpiſe ourſelves, but to be willing, and even de- g 
. : hrous, to be deſpiſed by all others: and that all others of 
- ſhould bave the ſame mean opinion of us, as we pre- = 
tend to have of ourſelves. And indeed fince in all = 
other things, we are ever willing to have others to be of B 
+ the ſame opinion with-ourſelves, did we fincerely deſ- th 
piſe ourſelves, we ſhould certainly. be glad that all others 8¹ 
mould have the ſame way of thinking as we have, and th 
- fhonidin like manner deſpiſe us alſo. Alus! how ſar am } br 
- +from:theſe. diſpoſitions! The third, and moſt ſublime | 1 
degtee of humility. is that of the Saints, who in the 1 
. of the greateſt favours, and higheſt elevations, „ 
and all the ſupernatural gifts. of divine grace, are fo th 
-- +", eſtabliſhed in God's truth, as to aſcribe nothing at all 5 
to tEemſelves, but all to God: and by how much the 15 
i.- mote they are exalted by him, are o much the more ſel 
mean in their own eyes, by deſcending. ſo much the Ma 
deeper into the abyſs of their own nothing. Happy be 
they that in all things know how to diſtingutſh What 4 
belongs to God, from that which belongs to themſelves, 4 
and to reſerve to themſelves only that which is their * 
. own; and to give all the reſt to God! „ * 
Conclude to aim at aſcending from ſtep to ſtep, b = 
the help of the knowledge of thyſelf; and not to reſt till ON 
thou arriveſt at the perfeQion of bumility. She will on 


bring 
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bring to thee all good things along with her; and con- 
duct thee ſafe to the kingdom of God. e 


Avc. 31. Onthe praflice of humility. 


ONSIDER firſt, that in order to acquire this 


. moſt neceſſary virtue of humility, we muſt have a 
greateſteem of it; we muſt greatly defire it, and ſeek 
after it; we muſt earneſtly pray for it, every day of our 
lives; and muſt-negleft no opportunity of learning it, 
or improving ourſelves in it, by the practice of it; that 
is, by daily exercifing ourſelves in the acts of it. Now. 
as the humiliations, which come to us, either from the 
hand of God, or man, give us the beſt opportunity of 


practiſing, or exerciſing humility, we muſt learn to 


welcome theſe humiliations, and to embrace them in 
ſuch manner, as to take occaſion from them to humble 
ourſelves daily both to God and man. For as we ſhall - 
never learn patience without ſufferings and croſſes; ſo _ 
we ſhall never learn humility without kumliations. ' 
But as in the ſufferings and croſſes which come to us 
through the hands of wicked men, we muſt ever diſtin- 
guiſh that which is the work and will of God, from 
that which is of the malice of man; ſo that we em- 
brace the one, whilſt we deteſt the other: To likewiſe 
in our humiliations, if they be attended with the evil of 
ſin, either of our own, or of others, we muſt in ſuch” 
manner humble ourſelves under them, as to embrace 
the abjection or humiliation, whillt we abhor the fin; 

Conſider 24ly, that in learning humility by practice, 
it will be proper to proceed gradually, by ag res 
ſelves certain leſſons, beginging with thoſe that are 
more eaſy, and when theſe are learnt, proceeding to 
ſuch as are more difficult. Thus for inſtance, let us 
begin by learning, 1. Not to ſeek, in any thing that we 
do, the praiſe, eſteem, or applauſe of man; nor to Jay ' 
any word, tending directly, or indireftly, to. our own ' 
praiſe or honour; but rather to mortify that inclination | 
we have to be ever ſpeaking of ourſelves, and of our 
own performances. 2. Never to excule, or palliate 
our own faulis, or defetts, nor to fling the blame ere | 
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others. g. Not to take pleaſure in hearing ourſelves 


praiſed, nor in our being honoured, or applauded by 


men: nor to be diſpleaſed at others being extolled, or 
preferred before us. 4. Carefully to ſhun all occaſions 
of honour and praiſe; as far as we can, without being 


wanting to the duties of our calling, See my foul, 


how much work is here cut out for thee, and yet theſe 
are but the beginnings of the virtne of humi- 
ity. 


humility, we muſt not content ourſelves, with the not 
ſeeking, nor deſiring, nor taking any complacency in 
the praiſe, honour oreſteem of others; but rather ſhun- 
ning and flying from it: but moreover we muſt put off 


all /c{/-efteem, and learn to deſpiſe ourſelves from our 


hearts; and not to leave off, till according to the goſ- 
pel leſſon, we can, with all fimplicity and ſincerity, /t 
down in the loweſt place; by giving the preference, in 
our own eſteem, to all others before ourſelves; and 
thinking ourſelves the worſt of all. Then as to the 


ſentiments of others in our regard, and their treatment 
e 


of us; we are to proceed in ſtudy and practice of 
humility, by theſe three ſteps. 1. We are to learn 10 
ſuffer with meekneſs and patience, our being deſpiſed, 
reproached, or affronted by others. 2. We arc to 


Jearn to receive this kind of treatment, with a willing- 


neſs and readineſs of mind; and to be pleaſed with our 
being ſlighted and contemned. g. We muſt even 
learn to embrace all theſe kinds of humiliations with 
joy: and not to ſtop, till with the Apoſtle, we not only 
are dead to the world, and to all it can ſay, eicher for 
ns, or againſt us; but are even glad, that we ſhould be 
crucified to the world, and the world to us, 

Conclude to continue, by adiligent application, both 
the ſtudy and prattice of theſe great leſlons, till thou 
become perfect in them all; and go through the whole 
con of this heavenly ſcience, the ſcience af the 

nts. i 


SEPT. 


Conſider gdly, that to proceed in the practice of 
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SEPTEMBER 1. On the eight Beatitudes, St. Matt. v. 


Con SIDER firſt, how the Son of God, the eter- 
nal wiſdom of the Father, being come down from 
heaven to be our father, our light, and our guide; in 


order to reclaim us from all our errors, to diſpe] our 


darkneſs, to redreſs all our evils, and to conduct us 
into the way of true and everlaſting happineſs; opened 
his heavenly ſchool for theſe purpoſes, by his divine 
ſermon upon the mount; in the beginning of which he 
has laid down in a few words, the principal maxims 
of true wiſdom, and all the fundamentals of Chriſtian 
morality, comprized in what we commonly call the 
eight beatitudes. Chriſtians, we all deſire to be happy 


for ever: and behold here the wiſdom of God, which 
can neither decetve, nor be deceived; declares to us in 


clear and diſtinct terms, what it is that is to make us 
happy here, and to condutt us ſafe to a happineſs that 
will never end. O let us embrace then theſe bleſſed 
leſſons! Who would not ſtudy them well, ſince the 
learning them is to make us wiſe indeed; and to 
bring us infallibly to the very ſource of all wiſdom and 
happineſs; even to an eternal union with God himſelf? 
O heavenly maſter, who would not frequent thy di- 


vine ſchool, ſince in the very firſt entrance into it, 
thou thus kf 


eternal bliſs ? | 

Conſider 2dly, that the ancient philoſpphers, with 
all their pretenſions to wiſdom, were ſtrangel in the 
dark, with regard to man's true happineſs, his laſt end, 
and his ſovereign good; about which they ran into 


many errors; and not one of them all eyer came near 
the truth, And as they knew not the end; ſo were . 
they alſo ſtrangers to the true means that were to - 


bring us to this end. They never once imagined, that, 
to be poor in /perit, to he meek, to mourn, to fuffer per- 
-fecution, &c. was the way to r much leſs did 
they ſuſpect that ſuch as theſe alone were actually 
happy. This was a doctrine never heard of in their 
Vol. III. M ſchools. 


recteſt us, into a plain and eaſy way to 
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ſchools. This was a leſſon that was to be taught b 
the Son of God. This truth: he brought down with 
him from heaven, and delivered to his diſciples, in 
his firſt divine ſermon. O my ſoul, let us embrace, 
with all our affetions, theſe divine truths, taught us 
by ſo great a maſter, let us be practically convinced of 
them, and conform ourſelves to them in the whole 
conduct of our lives. 5 | 
Confider gdly, how miſerable are all the children 
of Babylon, that is, all poor deluded worldlings, who 
under. the name of Chriſtians, whilſt they profeſs 
themſelves followers, and diſciples of this divine 


maſter, take no notice of theſe leſſons which he came 


from heaven to teach: but live on in an affected ig- 
norance of them; ſo as to apprehend all thoſe to be 
miſergble, whom he pronounces ap - and thoſe alone 
to be happy, who wallow in riches and ſenſual plea- 
ſures; whom he declares to be miſerable; and againſt 
whom he pronounces his woe. And do ſuch people 
as theſe believe the goſpel indeed ? whilſt they pretend 
to ſeek for happinels, in the very way, which (if the 
goſpel be true) muſt needs betray them into man 
errors, labours, and ſorrows here; and ſhortly tx 4. 
them into endleſs miſery. O let us at leaſt be more 
wiſe! Let-us open our eyes to this great light, which 
is come down from heaven, to ſhine upon them that 
before ſat in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death. Let 
us believe and adhere to this great teachar, who has the 
words of eternal life. Let us follow him, and we ſhall 
not fail, under his conduR,, to find the true way to ſo. 
lid happineſs, and eternal life. : 
Conclude to be ever thankful to the Son of God, for 
all theſe great goſpel truths, which he has brought us 
down from heaven; in order to ſet looſe our ſouls from 
the earth, and ſq to carry us up toheaven, O! if we 
deſire to fly up to this happy region of pure and im- 
mortal joys, it muſt be with the wings of theſe virtues, 
that are recommended to us in theſe eight beatitudes. 


Sky. 
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SEPT. 2. On poverty of Spirit. 4 
NNoONSIDER firſt, that the firſt of the eight beas 
titudes is expreſſed in theſe words: Blſſed are the 

poor in Kunz for therrs is the kingdom of heaven, Matts 
v. 2, This beatitude, or happineſs, which brings with: 
it a title to the kingdom of heaven, belongs in the firſt 
place, to them that are poor by condition, and in effect, 
Luke vi. 20. provided they be contented with their po- 
verty, and cordially embrace it, as the beloved compa- 
nion and favourite of Chriſt and his Saints. The Sow 
of God came down from heaven to ſeek poverty upon 
earth: he was born in poverty; he Raa in poverty; 
and he died in poverty: and ſhall we, my ſoul, diſdain; 
ſhall we fl ey pe uk what the wiſdom of God made 
choice of for him and his? Efpecially fince he has de- 
clared, that to be poor here is the true way to be rich 
hereafter; and that the men of riches, who haue thar 
conſolation here, after they have ſlept out their ſhort 
ſleep, ſhall find their hands empty: whilit the poor 
after their ſhort ſuffermgs ſhall be admitted to the im- 
menſe treaſures of a happy eternity. | Zh 
Conſider adly, that this beatitude belongs in the 
ſecond place to thèm that are poor in affettion; that. 
is, who ſet not their heart on their worldly wealth, 
but are in readineſs of mind to part with their riches, 
„ ee Ow ſhall call for all, or any e of them; 

and in effect willingly reſign them up, When he by an 

occaſion is rn ie take them * As alſo 5 al 
duch as are poor by choice; for tht love of Chriſt; 
who, when they underſtand Tuch to be che will of God, 
actually relinquiſh all they have to follow him. In 
fine, to all fuch as have theur affeftion' diferigaged 
from allperiffble thitigs; from all: wortdly' honours, 
poſſeſſions and pleaſures; from all that is earthly 
and temporal; in a word, from all that is not God: 
for ſuch as theſe, and only ſch: as _ = 
Troper diſpoſitibn to fly up to rhe kingdom of heaven. 
There is no flying 8 long as we are tied down 
by affection to any 8 O who * 
0 2 - 
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me the wings of the dove, that is of ſimplicity, and pu- 
rity, in all my intentions and affections, that being let 
looſe from this wretched earth, by this true poverty of 
ſpirit, I may fly up, freely to my God, and eternally re- 
ſe in him! | | 
Conſider gdly, that this beatitude belongs in a parti- 
cular manner to the humble: for ſuch as they are truly 
poor in ſpirit; for as much as they have not their /p17:4 
puffed up with windy pride, nor with any conceit of 
any ability of their own; like him to whom it is ſaid, 
Apoc. iii. 27. Thou ſayſt! I am rich and made wealthy, 
and I have need of nothing: and thou knowefl not that 
thou art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked : nor are they high- ere or /ugh-minded ; 
which is being rich in /þ:7:it: but are poor, mean, little 
in their own eyes; and therefore exalted by God; 
who to ſuch little ones as theſe gives his grace in this 
world, and his heavenly kingdom in the next. O teach 
us, dear Lord, to be thus poor in ſpirit: teach us to be 
little and humble. | 725 | 
Conclude to begin thy ſtudy of true wiſdom, by 
applying ee to learn well this firſt leſſon of poverty 
in ſpirit: eſpecially ſince thy great maſter expects, and 


requires of all his diſciples, that they ſhould enter into 


his ſchool, with a diſengagement, of their heart and 
affefton at leaſt, from every thing elſe: that they 
ſhould leave all to follow him. 
SEPT. g. On meekneſs. 28 
N ONSIDER firſt, that after poverey of Spirit, 
in the next place mrekne/s is recommended to us, 
as the true road to everlaſting happineſs: Bleed are the 
meek, for they ſhall pale the land. Theſe two virtues 
of poverty of} pirit, and meekne/s, are nearly allied to 
each other, they go hand in hand. Our Lord joins them 
both together, and expects we ſhould leatn them both 
from him, Matt. xi. when he calls upon us all, 70 take 
aß Lis yoke upon us, and to learn of him becauſe he ts 
meek and humble of heart. But what will he give us, do 
you think, if we learn to imitate his meeknels ? 9 ws 
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aſſures us, that we ſhall find in _ — 
tue, refreſhment; ref, and peace for our ſouls here; and 
— 4 5 of le living hereafter. Happy 
portion of meek ſouls, even the poſſeſſion of the Lord 
of life himſelf, in the land of the living ! Chriftians, who 
- would not embrace this _ virtue, rue, which brings with 
it a calm ſerenity, ranquillity of ſoul, even 
dur pilgrimage — this region of the dying; al 
ſecures to us, in our true country, the exvenal 1 
and life of the Saint! 

Confider 2dly, what' his meelineſs is, which is en 
titled. to this  Meekneſs is a virtue, Which 
— all ang paſhon;. which ſuppreſſes the 

ny of the — real or imaginary provoca. 
— juries; which: ſtills the tumults of the foul 
an all th e occaſions}: K keeps in all heat, or violence of 
words; rm allows no thoughts to the ſoul of an other, , 
than that truly Chriſtian revenge, of over-conmmng* evid 
with good. Such was the practice of the Lamb of Cod, 
both 36 life and death; ef Whom it was written, Iſai. 
lil. and Matt. xii.- e all nor conrend, nor try cut, 
nather fall any man bheur his voice in the ſtrecis: the” 
Suſed ret he * not break, and ſmoaling flux k» fall. 

Tena He Mall not be. /ad" nor troubleſome, 
And 1 Ne. ii. 24. Whetr le was reriled he c, not 
del, when he ſlfereu, he” chrentenem not: bat delfvered 
Kmjelf to Ain that' Juadgeu lim unjuſtly. Nod it is this” 
meekneſs, this eee mild, gems behaviour; this Ven- 
neſs of ſoul; joined with courteſy” in Words; and aſſa- 
bility; -to' the tide: atid tu the -poot,- as much a as* to the 
great, and-to- che rich; when joined With true lamfity 
of heart, makes up che proper and diftiniftive livery, or 
the true ſervants; and followers of Jeſus Chriſt; which 
if ve do not'all endeavour to put un, be wilt net d], 
us ſor his. It Was this made up the amiable charatter 
of the primitive Chriſtians: The wert odour'of theſe 
ttuly: Chriſtian virtues attratfed thouſands in thoſe days. 
tothe faith of! Jeſus Chriſt; and will be found' at all 
umes more effectual in order to the” converſion of 
4ouls;- than the firongeſt arguments, ori even * 
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if not recommended by meekneſs and humility. O let 
us embrace theſe lovely virtues! My /on, ſays the Spirit 
of God, do thy works in meekne/s : and thou ſhalt be be- 
d above - glory of men, Ecclus. iii. 19. 
. Conſider g 12 we muſt do, that we may effec- 
tually learn to be meek; and may obtain a compleat 
victory, over anger and paſhon, and all that train of 
evils, which are the uſual attendants, or conſequences 
of anger and paſſion. Firſt, we muſt watch. 2dly, we 
muſt pray. gdly, we muſt fght. We muſt watch over 
our own hearts; that we may not be ſurprized by the 
ſudden motions of anger, and hurried away before we 
are aware: we muſt forecaſt the occaſions, in which we 
may meet. with temptations, or provocations ; that we 
_ be prepared for them, and armed againſt them. 
We mnſt upon all occaſions, pray with all the fervour 
of our ſoals, for the divine aſſiſtance, againſt ſo dange- 
rous an evil, as paſſion; as being a capital enemy of 
charity, the queen of virtues: we mult often lament 
our miſery in this kind, at the feet of the Lamb of 
God; and ſue for redreſs, by the interceſſion. of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and of all the Saints: we muſt. for 
this purpoſe frequent the ſacraments, che ſources of 
| Keavenly grace. We * by diligently ſup- 
prefling the firſt motions of wrath: we muſt be con- 
vinced that no man upon earth, nor all the men upon 
earth, no nor all the devils in hell, with all their ma- 
sece, can do us half ſo much harm as we do ourſelves 
Fu venting our paſſion, and ſeeking revenge: and 
Bp +" oe — we maſt reſolve to git till death, with the 
beſt arms we are able, againft this wicked paſſion, as 
am enemy, which is continually ſeeking to betray our 
fouls 2 © ay Eu SB” p ; 
 Conclude to ſpare no pains, that thou mayeſt eſſec- 
krrally learn of Jeſus Chriſt, to be meek and humble of 
heart: there is no other way to peace here, nor to hea- 


* 
* 
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SEPT. 4. On mourning. 
CNONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of our Lord, in 
| the third beatitude : Blefſed are they that mourn, 
for they ſhall be comforted. And reflef&, how widely 
diſtant are all the maxims and notions of worldlings 
with relation to a happy life, from the doctrine of 
this beatitude; which yet is the doctrine of Truth. 
The children of this world imagine, that mirth, and 
jollity, and paſtimes, and worldly pleaſures are the 
chiet ingredients of a happy life; and that ſuch as 
hugh now are much more happy than ſach as weep 
TE mourn. + But they are certainly deceived: for he 
who cannot err, has pronounced a woe, (implying the 
worſt of miſeries) ax ainſt them that laugh now, for they 
fall mourn, ſaith he, and weep, Luke vis 25: whilſt on 
' the other hand he has declared them happy, that now 
weep and mourn. And his holy Spirit long before has 
told us, by the wiſeſt of men, Eccl. ri. 2. Laughter I 
have counted error, and to mirth I have ſaid, why art 
thou vainly deceived? And again Eccl. vn. 5. The heart 
of the — is where there 15 mourning, and the heart of 
Jools where there is mirtk. O let us then mourn wit 
the wiſe and with the Saints, that we may rejoice wick 
them for ever. 3 ö 
Conſider adly, what kind of mourning is here re- 
commended in this beatitude. Not worldly ſadneſs, 
of which it is written, Ecelus. xxx. 25. Sadneſs hath 
#illed many, and there is no profit in its and 2 Cor. vii. 
10. The forrow of the world worketh death. Not a ful- 
len melancholy, or any ſuch mourning, as is turbulent, 
or 2 with impatient withes for death, or 
anxious ſolieitudes, or deſpondeney: but a more calm 
and peaceful mourmng, viz. of compundlion for our fins, 
daily bewaikng therm wv the fight of God, and doing, 
2 for them ; of compaſton for our neighbours, 
lamenting their miſeries, and the diſma} haveck that 
hn is continually making amongſt ſouls ; of condotence 
with Jeſus Chriſt, fortheoutrages he daily receives from 
impenitent fnners, who are continualiy crucifying him 
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by their wicked lives: in fine of devotion, in confide- 
ration of our long and wretched baniſhment, our great 
diſtance from our true country, in the midſt of wars 
and dangers; and no ſecurity, but in continual watch- 
ing, praying and labouring ts work out our ſalvation 
,with fear and: trembling; of our abſerice” from God. 
our ſovereign good, who alone can ſatisfy our ſouls; and: 
therefore daily mourning for the length of our ſojourn- 
ing in this Babylon, with longing deſires after our hea-- 
venly Sion, Happy they who are always mourning in 
thiis manner! 5 | "+ 
Conſider 3d! X what the reward 18. that is here To. 
miſed'to them that mourn: They: ſhall be comforted, ou 
tie Lord. Yea;-they ſhall be comforted, even in this 
life, with the ſweet'viſitations' arid graces of the Spirit 
.of: God. the true Comforter of fouls ;. with the ſatisfac- 
tion and peace of a+ good cunſcience; and with the 
erience” of the inconceivable [weetneſs, that is found 
in the love of God; one hour of which: is capable of 
aſſording more ſolid pleaſure and delight” to the ſoul: 
than many years of worldly enjoy ments. And in the 
life to come, they all le comſortid without meuſure 
_ :erend;. where they all 'be eter nally. imbriated with the 
Henty e, Cod se, aud fhall-be made to drink of: the” 
torrent o/ lis pleaſure; at the very head of the fun- 
-thin of. life, PL xxxv. g, 10. the ſlreums of which aſſord 
immortal: joys to the hole city of God above. 0 
when'ſhall we, my ſoul, be ſo happy as to drutk-at this 
ſbuntain! | 5.43 
. Conclude'to make it: thy choice ti morty ncw, that: 
thou mayeſſ rejoice” for ever. Remember; that: they 
at /ow inttars' ſlall reup in joy, Pl. cxxv. 3. As on 
the other: fide be children of the Babylon of: this 
. world; who ſeełk their delight and comfort bere, 1 uſt 
expett hereaſier to fall under 1 of Babylon, 
pronounced Apocal. xviii. 7. Ai muci as ſhe larſi glo- 
id herſelſf and lathi been tir delitacies, 2 — wh. ; of 
and. ſori des ge yg r. 
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* SEPT. 5. On hungering and thirſting after juſtice. 


ONSIDER firſt, the words of the fourth beati. 
- tude: Bliſſed are they that hunger and thirſt after 
Juſtice: for they 14 oe have their fill, O happy hunger 
and thirſt, which brings the ſoul to the po flalbon of all 
true juſtice, virtue and perfection, and to a bleſſed 
union with the very fountain of juſtice, which is God 
| > rz Reflect my ſoul, how the deſire to be good is 
indeed the beginning of all good: the deſire of wiſ- 
dom, according to the ſcripture, is the beginning of 
wiſdom: the deſire of the love of God, is the begin- 
ning of the love of God: and ſo of all other virtues. 
But then this deſire muſt not be a half deſire, like that 
of the ſluggard, of whom the wiſe man ſays, that ke 
ul and he willeth not, Prov. xiii. 4: but a full and 
earneft deſire. And when this defire is ſtrong and per- 
ſeverant, when it grows to be a vehement - kunger and 
thirft after divine love, and after all true juſtice and 
Chriſtian perfection; it then ſets the ſoul upon ſeek- 
ing diligently, praying heartily, knocking earneſtly at 
the gate of the divine mercy, and employing all poſſible 
means, to procure the ſatisfying this hunger and thuſt: 
and thus 1t eafily overcomes al obſtacles; and never 
leaves off its purſuit, till it has obtained what it ſo 
earneſtly ſeeks and deſires. O happy ſouls that hunger 
and thirſt in this manner ! | . 
Conſider adly, more in particular, what it is we 
are to hunger and thirſt after, in order to be entitled to 
this beatitude? The Juſtice of God in ourſelyes: the 
Juſtice of God in our neighbours: the juſtice of. God 
in himſelf. We hunger and thirſt after the juſtice of 
God in ourſelves: When we earneſtly ſeek jand defire 
that we ourſelves may, by the grace of God, fulfil all 
Juſtice ; that we may acquit ourſelves of every branch 
of our duty; and that the love of God may take full 
poſſeſſion of our ſouls, both for time and eternity, We 
hunger and thirſt after the juſtice of God in our neigh- 
bours ; when we earneſtly deſire, and, as much as lies 


in us, ſeek and procure, that all others may know, 15 
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love, and ſerve God, and be eternally his. We hunger 
and thirſt after the juſtice of God, in himſelf; when we 
are in love with his own infinite goodneſs, as it is in 
itſelf; with the beauty of his divine attributes: with 
his greater glory in all things; and with the perfect ac- 
compliſhment of his holy will. Such was the hunger 
and thirſt after juſtice, that our Lord himſelf had here 
upon earth, who fays of himſelf, St. John iv. 34. my - 
meat is to do the will of him that ſent me. My fqul, have 
we any ſhare in this bleſſed hunger and thirſt? Or do 
we not rather loathe this heavenly food; and thirſt for 
muddy waters, drawn out of broken ciſterns, which can 
never ſatisfy us? | 
— FP gzdly, the reward here promiſed to them thae 
and thirft after juſtice : [l have their fill, 
Gain the Land: 4 weak 2 of Fans 
devotion, of heavenly charity, of all Chriſtian virtues, 
et a ſtore of good works and merit, of all the gifts, and 
ide fruits uf the Holy Ghoſt; in a word of that juice, 
which they hamper and thirſt afier : and hereafter they 
Hall be flill more happily , with the beatihck vi- 
fon, and the eternal enjoyment of God bimſelf, che 
only true and ſovereign Good, which alone can 28 
e heartof man: according to „ obor _ 
Wi. 15. 1 ſhall be fahated, when thy dall appear. 
Here they ſhall be: with the 22 od, — . 
don upon them from the great ocean above: bere- 
after they ſhall be drowned in that immenſe ocean of 
5 Deity; where they ſhall be brim- full of God, for 
Heternity. | 
Conchude to tireft thy appetite towards the good 
Mmgs of the Lord, in the land of the living: and in the 
mean tune towards the frljelting all lis juflice. But O! 
take care it be not depraved with the falſe fweets of 
rodlaly, ſenſual and carnali/pleafures! Theſe will take 
rom thee all reliſh for the things of God: they 
wall _ fill thee, or fatisfy thee, ven mary rd nor 
ſuſſer thee to tafte either in tine, or eternity, how fu cet 
& the Lord. off | 2 | 
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SEPTEMBER 6. On being merciful. 

NONSIDER firſt, the words of the fifth beatitude: 
Y bleſſed are the mercaful, for they ſhall obtain mercy : 
and refle&t on the neceſſity we continually lie under of 
the mercy of God; and how eaſy a means our Lord has 
here furniſhed.us with for obtaining this mercy. All 
our good muſt come from God: and as we have render. 
ed ourſelyes abſolutely unworthy of any good at all by 
our fins; we can alledge nothing for ourſelves; but, can 
only appeal to the divine mercy, that he may give us 
the graces we have not deſerved; and forgive us 
-the puniſhments we have deſerved; and the fins, | 
which we have deſerved them. So that the finding 
mercy with God is all in all; and the means ob finding 
this mercy is to ſhew mercy to one another. Forgue, 
aud you ſhall be forgiven. Gwe, and it ſtall be given 
you, Luke vi. 37, 38. O how lovely, how beautiful; 
how beneficial both for time and eternity; is this virtue 
of mercy! How ſweet are all her fruits She is the 
favourite of heaven, and makes all her lovers favourites 
of heaven ſhe is the eldeſt daughter of the great Ring, 
(whoſe mercy diſtinguiſhes itſelf; and ſhines moſt brigm. 
ly over all his works): ſhe ſhews herſelf to all hat ſeek 
her, ſhe runs to the embraces of all that that! are in love 
with her; ſhe carries them home with her to her Father's: 
houſe: even to the ſacred manſions of a happy eternity. 

Conſider 2dly, the divers ways of ſhewing 
that are recommended to us by the word of God. Such 
are 1ſt the works of mercy, corparal, by alms- deeds; by 
feeding and cloathing any of the poor members of Jeſus 
Chriſt; by viſiting and rehevigg the ſick, or impriſon- 
eil, &c. Such works as theſe, according to the ſcrip- 
ture, Tob. xii. 9. deliver from death, _ ge away. 
fins, and make us find mercy and liſe ever 22 Such 
works as thefe entitle us to an eternal Kingdom. Matt. 
xxv. 34, 35- 2dly, The works of mercy 22 by 
allfting, or relieving our neighbours, in their ſpiritual 
neceſſities; by giving them good counſel, or inſtruction; 
by comforting them under their afflictions; by encou- 


raging 
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raging them in temptations ; but eſpecially by reclaim. 
ing them from their errors and vices, and by that meang 
delivering their ſouls from the ſecond and everlaſting 
death; and putting them in the right way of coming 10 
live for ever, with the ever living God. 0 how accepta- 
ble to God; how precious in his ſight are thefe ſpiritual 
works of mercy! The Son of God came down from 
heaven to exerciſe theſe kinds of works upon earth: in 
theſe he employed the days of his mortal life. O let 
us be glad to follow his great example, as far as. our 
weakneſs will allow us! . 

Conſider gdly, the reward that is here promifed to 
the merciful, viz. that they ſhall obtain mercy : and that 
beth here : as well temporally, as ſpiritually ; by having 
their own wants redreſſed, and their fins forgiven 
them; and hereafter, by their being receided into ever- 
laſting dwellings, by thoſe, to whom they had here 
ſhewn mercy; and finding there the fruit of all the 
ſeed of the works of mercy, they had here ſown, multi- 
plied to a hundred fold. Alas! how wretched ſhall 
the beſt of us be, if God does not ſhew us mercy ! For 
who'can ſtand the judgment of God. if his mercy be fet 
aſide ? How happy then are they, who by being merc:- 

to one another, enſure to themſelves the mercy of 
God to ſtand by them in the time of need! But on the 
other hand, how unhappy are they, who refuſe to 
ſhew mercy to their neighbours! For judgment without 
merty to them that have not done mercy, ſaith St. James 
ii. | 
Conclude to be ever merciful to thy neighbours, that 
thou mayeſt find mercy with God, F or with the ſame 
meaſure you fhall mete withal, it ſhall be meaſured to you 
again, Luke vi. 38, Yea with infinite advantage, ac- 
cording to that of the ſame Goſpel; good meaſure, and 
preſſed down, and ſhaken together, and running over, ſhall 
they give into your boſom, Ibidem, 
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Serr. 7. On cleanneſs of heart. 


ONSIDER firſt, the words of the ſixth beati- 
nude, Bleſſed are the clean of heart. for yy ſhall 
fee God. God. is not to be ſeen by the eyes of the bo- 
dy, but only by the 2 of the heart, that is, by the in- 
Aeriour eyes of the ſoul. Now as the bodily eyes, in 
order to contemplate their proper objects, muſt be 
clean, (for if any ſpeck interpoſe itſelf, and cover the 
fight, the abje&t cannot be ſeen): ſo the interiour eye 
of the ſou], in order to ſee God, muſt be clean; the 
ſight muſt not be covered with any ſpeck of earthly 
dirt, that is, with any diſorderly affection to any thang 
in this world. This cleanne/s of the inward eye, re- 
quires two things: viz. /anplicity in the intention, Parity 
in the affection: with theſe two wings, a man is lifted 
up above the things of the earth: ſimplicity aims at 
God atone; purity takes hold of him, embraces him, 
and adheres to him, Seek God, ſays the wiſe man, in 
fumplictty off heart: Wild. i. 1. that is, in the upright- 
nels, and fincerity of a fing/e heart; of à heart free = 
all double dealing, and all the guile of an artful felf. 
ſeeking, inſtead of ſeekin Let the eye of the 
intention be * that is ingle and ſincere, and truly 
directed to God; and then the whole body of the actions 
Mall be light/ome, Matt. vi. 22. Let God be the great 
75 of thy love; ſo as to admit of no affection, that 
takes off thy heart from him: and thy heart will be 
truly pure and clean; and qualified to contemplate and 
embrace God. 

Conſider adly, the degrees, by which we are to af. 
cend to this perfect purity and cleanneſs of heart, The 
Hir ſt, and _— neceſſary purgation, is from all mortal 
ſin, and from the affections to it. For the heart, that 
voluntarily admits of the affections to mortal ſin (whe- 
ther it be the fin of impurity, or any other vice) is ab- 
lolutely unclean, and is poſſeſſed by an unclean ſpirit, 
and therefore can have no ſhare in God. The ſecond 
Surgation goes farther, and not only ſettles the ſoul 
in a fixed determination, never to conſent, upon any 
VOI. III. PTE account, 
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account, not even in thought, to any one mortal ſin; 
but alſo cleanſes the heart from all wilful affection to 
venial ſin; and fixes her in a reſolution, never, with full 
deliberation, to commit a known venial fin; much leſs 
to indulge any habit or cuſtom of any ſuch ſins. All 
theſe fins, when fully deliberate, are ſo many ſpots and 
ſtains, which ſtrangely disfigure the beauty of the ſoul ; 
make her unworthy of the embraces of her heaven 
ſpouſe ; and darken the eye of the heart, ſo as to aif. 
qualify it for the ſeeing of God. And therefore ſuch 
How and ſtains as thefs muſt be purged away, if we 
would be truly clean of heart. | 

Conſider gdly, that in order to be perfectly clean of 
heart, the heart muſt alſo be purged from all affeftions 
to worldly honours, riches, and 5 renee from all diſ- 
orderly love of the creature, to the prejudice of the love 
of the Creator; and from every affeftion, that takes 
off any part of the heart from God: which indeed is 
always the caſe, when we love any perſon or thing, 
which we do not love for God's ſake, or with a due 
ſubordination to the love of God. Whatſoever love 
cannot ſtand this teſt, is more or lefs an wnclean love; 
it divides the heart; it makes the heart unclean; it ſul- 
lies its purity; and diſqualifies it for the ſeeing of God, 
O ſee then my foul what an evil it is, to ſuffer any ir- 
regular affettion to poſſeſs thy heart; ſince it hinders 
thee from ſo great a good, even the ſight of God, the 
only true and ſovereign good! _ 3 

r. to be ever jealous of the purity of thy 
heart: labour daily to purge it more and more, not on. 
ly from all wilful fin, but alſo from every earthly affec- 
tion, that can any ways fully it, or overcloud its inward 
ſight, with the exhalations, that are always ariſing from 

ſenſual and worldly love. | | 


SEPT. 8B. On the Nativity of the Bl:ffed Virgin. 
e chu firſt, that on this day the Church 
devoutly celebrates the birth day of the great 
Queen, -that brought forth to us the 2 of heaven, 
our Lord aud Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ibe ſource of all 
4 a . F Our 
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dur good. This birth of hers was like the firſt dawn · 
ing of that happy day, which the Son of God, the true 
[un of juſtice, brought us ſrom heaven; in the light of 
which it we duly walk, during our mortal pilgrimage, 
we ſhall come ſecurely to that bleſſed day, wluch 
knows no night. On this feſtival of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, mother of God, we ought, in the. firſt place, to 
praiſe and bleſs God, and to give him thanks for all his 
races beſtowed upon her; by which he prepared her 
Poul and body, from her very conception, to. be a wor- 
thy dwelling for his Son, holy and without ſpot or ble 
miſh. 2dly, Te honour him, in this bleſſed Virgin; 
and to rejoice in all the wonders of his power, good- 
neſs and mercy, by which he paved the way for our re- 
demption. gdly, To ſhew a true and ſolid devotion 
to our bleſſed Lady, by an earneſt application to her 
for her prayers and interceſhon, and a zealous imita- 
tion of her virtues, Far. | 
Conſider adly, the grounds which all good Chrif- 
tians have, and always had, to be devout to the bleſſed 
N as we find in every age, the more eminent any 
perſons have been in the love of Jeſus Chriſt, the more 
ae "arg. have — been * his bleſſed mother : 8 
rifying, by their practice in this regard, that pro 
i of how St. N. that all Wer | wry v6 
bleſſed. Theſe grounds may be reduced to thiee heads: 
her dignity, her /anfity, and her elevation in glory, 
1. Her ſupereminent dignity of mother of God; the 
neareſt alliance, which any pure creature can have with 
him. And how can we love him, and not love his 
mother] 2. Her e for ſhe was ful! 
/ divine grace, even before 
26. how much more after carrying in her womb, tor 
nine months, the ſource of all grace and ſanctity? And 
what ſhall we ſay of the thirty years, ſhe had him al- 
ways before her eyes, and ſtil] more in her heart; and 
of all the remaining ſpace of her life; during which 
. the was continually growing in grace: God on his part 
never ceaſing to beſtow with a moſt bountiful hand; 
and ſhe on her part never receiying his grace in * 
f 1 N 2 e ut 


e conceived, St. Luke i. 


anchty, to which the arrived here upon eart 
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but ever correſponding and co-operating with it; and by 
this means confinually drawing down new bleflings? 

Her ſupereminent elevation, in the eternal. glory of 

aven, in proportion to the fupereminent ty and 

, (as the 
one is always the meaſure of the other); and the inte. 
„ r has with her divine Son, in confequence there- 
of. See my ſoul how many, and how preſſing motives 
thou haſt to be devout to this bleſſed Lady. 

Confider gdly, that as God is the ſole author, and 
the original ſource of all the — ſanctity, and glo- 
ry, which we honour in the bleſſed Virgin; ſo all that 
veneration, which the Catholick church pays to this 
bleſſed Lady, has God both for its beginning, and its 


y 
end. Our devotion to her proceeds from the love we 


bear her Son: we honour in her his gifts and graces: 
we love and honour. her for his ſake: and all the ex- 
traordinary reſpect we at any time ſhew to her, we re- 
fer to his greater glory. So far then from robbing 
God of any part of his honouf, by the veneration we 
give her, we honour him indeed fo much the more, be- 
cauſe all this our devotion finally tends to him, and 


- terminates in him. And thus we always find that ſueh 
as are truly devout to the blefſed Virgin, fail not to be 
alſo true lovers of God, and purſuers of all good works. 


Conlude' to embrace this devotion to our bleſſed La- 


dy, as an excellent means to advance thee in all good: 


but do not imagine thyſelf to be truly devout to her, 
if thou art no ways ſolicitous to imitate her virtues. 


True devotion loves, eſteems, and honours in her, that 


which God loves, eſteems, and honours, viz. her virtues 
and ſanctity. And how can we better ſhew our love, 
eſteem and honour for virtue and ſanctity, than by la- 
bouring to irnitate jt? | | ; 
S !xrr. 9. On being peace makers. 
N ONSIDER firſt, the words of the ſeventh bea- 
titude : Bleffed are the peace makers: for they ſhall 


Je ealled the children of God. God's own abode is in 


eternal peace: and the heavenly Feru/alem is the vißon. 


and 
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and enjoyment of an undiſturbed everlaſting peace. 
They ſms that truly love peace; and as much as 
lies in them, both keep it in themſelves, and with all 
others; and contribute all they can to make peace a- 
mong ſuch as are at variance with one another; and to 
bring all their neighbours to be at peace with God: are 
entitled to this beatitude, and to the glorious character 
of children of God. O how amiable is the ſpirit of peace! 
How bleſſed are its fruits! It is the paradiſe of the 
ſoul: it makes . ae a 2 r 2 O may 
this peace of God, which ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding, Ace 
* NG and — in Chriſt eſus our 4 
Philip. iii. 7. 
Conſider 2dly, the different ways there are of being 
2 makers, with relation to our neighbours, with re- 
tion to ourſelves, and with relation to God. It is a 
bleſſed thing to bring our neighbours to peace, and mu- 
tual charity: as it is an abomination in the ſight of 
God, to /ow diſcord among brethren, Prov. vi. 19. - It is 
a more bleſſed thing to make 2 home in our own 
fouls, by ſuppreſſing the rebellious diſorders” of our 
pron, by bringing the fleſh under ſubjeftion to the 
95 inferior part of the ſoul to the ſuperior, and 
the ſuperior to God. It is the moſt bleſſed thing of all 
to bring both ourſelves, and as many others as we can 
to a conſtant and perfect peace with God; that he may 
reign without controul in all our ſouls; that his king- 
dom may be 8 eſtabliſhed. within us; that his 
holy will, his holy law, his. grace, and his peace may 
live in us and with us for ever. O happy peace indeed 
. that unites us here to God by grace, and hereafter in 
eternal lory !: ; e 3 
Conſider gdly, the reward promiſed in this beatitude 
to the peace makers: they ſhall be called the children of 
God. O reflect, my ſoul, what a dignity it is, to be 
children of ſo great a King; even the King that made 
heaven and earth. Behold what-manner of charity, ſaith 
St. John (1 John iii. 1.) the Father hath beſtowed upon 
us, that we ſhould be called and ſhould be the ſons of God. 
Sons of God even now by his grace, bearing. a reſem- 
| x e blance 
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blance with his true Son, (Who is tiled in ſcripture He 
prince of peace) and as ſuch in a particular manner lov- 
ed cheriſhed, and protefted by him here as a Parent: 
and hereafter to be admitted to a more perfett likeneſs, 
union, and as it were transformation into him, accordin 
to that of the ſame Apoſtle, v. 8. Deavly elbe 
we are now the ſons of God; and it hath not yet appeared 
what we ſhall be. We know that when he ſhall appear, we 
all be hike unto him: becauſe we ſhall fee him as he 13. 
O Chtiſtians, what bleſſings both for time and eter- 
nity ate prepared ſor the lovers and promoters of 
J Ce ? 1 — a . . 
1 my ſoul, to endeavour to be always a 
friend, and a child of peace, and the peace of God will 
always reſt upon thee. Luke x. 6. and never leave 
thee till it bring thee to thee region of everlaſting 
peace. 8 


SEPTEMBER 10. On the means of preſerving and main- 
tna ining the peate e 
Ov SIDER firſt, that it is of great advantage to 
the ſoul, both in order to defend her [rom all evil, 
and to advance her in all good, to keep herſelf always 
in peace, within her own interiour : becauſe this in- 
Ward e, when it is true, brings along with it cou- 
rage, Rrength and grace, by the favours which God, al- 
ways ſhews to the trufy peaceable. Now the firſt, and 
moſt nora means, for acquiring, of preſerving this 
peace in the ſoul, muſt be to baniſh, all wilful fin from 
the ſoul ; for there can be no true peace where wilful fin 
reſides. For no one can be at war with God. and have 
any peace within himſelf: except it be that ale 
peace, which is fometimes formed by an erroneous 
conſcience, that ſhuts its eyes againſt God's light, 
that it may not be ebliged to embrace his truth. O 
dear Jeſus, never let me be ſo miſerable- as to be de- 
| ited by any duch falſe peace, or ever to be a rebel to 
ight! © 1 | 

| Conſider 2dly, that the true peace of the ſoul is not 
do be — without ſubduing the paſſions, end 
| keeping 
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keeping them in order. For what peace can there be 
in the midſt of daily ſtorms, tumults, and rebellions ; 
ſuch: as. are raiſed by headſtrong and untamed paſſions? 
What peace can there be for the ſlaves of pride and 
ambition; of avarice, and worldly ſolicitude, of wrath 


and envy, &c? Alas all theſe and the like paſſions diſ- 
turb and diſquiet the ſoul, they put her in a ferment, 


they ſuffer her not to find any ſolid reſt, or tranquillity ; 
or any manner of ſhare in that calmneſs, and evenneſs 
of ſoul, which thofe enjoy, who are perfectly maſters 
of themſelves, by the victory they have acquired over 
all their paſſions. O how true it 18, that our peace and 
happineſs, even here, is not to be found by yielding to 
'vur diſorderly inclinations, but by mortifying and over- 
coming them! 2 | | 
Conſider gdly, that the way to acquire true un, : 
and true liberty of ſoul, is thus marked out by a ſervant 
of God (folfowing of Chriſt, I. g. (A. 23:) © Endea- 
vour, my, Son, rather to do the will of another than 


thy own: ever chule rather to have leſs than more: 


* always ſeek the loweſt place, and te be inferiour to 
every one: always wiſh and pray that the will of 


God may be entirely fulfilled in thee.” Behold ſuch 


© 4 man as this enters upon the coaſt of peace and reſt.” 
Whoſoever will but obſerve thefe rules will not eaſt 


de di ſquieted, but rather will meet with a. paradiſe of 


delights in his ſoul. And we ſhall find upon examina- 


tion, that whenever we are diſturbed, it is becauſe we 


have trinſgreſſed ſome or other of theſe rules: either by 
being too much bent upon our own will; or by the de- 


fires of having more, or of being higher ; orat leaſt by 
not being entirely reſigned to the will of God: | 


Conclude to ſet out in queſt of this happy way, that 
teads to true peace, by giving up thy own'deſires, and 


ever embracing the holy will of God. | 
SEPTEMBER 11. On ſuffering per/ecution for juſtice ſake. 


ONSIDER firft, theſe words of the eighth beati- 
tade. Bleed are they that fuffer perſecution for 


Juftrce 
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Juſtice ſake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. And 
again. Bleſſed are you, when men ſhall revile you, and 
per ſecute you, and ſhall fay all that is evil againſt you, 
untruly, for my Jake : be glad and rejerce, for your re- 
ward is very great in heaven. O how oppoſite is this 
- goſpel doctrine to all the ſentiments of fleſh and blood! 
Alas, we have naturally ſo little reliſh for ſuch ſufferings 
as theſe, that we are apt to pity all thoſe, and look 
upon them as unhappy and miſerable, who are expoſed 
to ſuch kind of evils; and ſo far from rejoicing, when 
it is our own caſe, we are toa often dejected and ſor- 
rowful, But ſurely we are in the worong : ſince truth 
itſelf that cannot be deceived, not only aſſures us, that 
theſe ſufferings are the way to be bleſſed, that 1s, to be 
happy be: but that even now, whilſt we are 
actually ſuffering, we are in very deed happy and ble/- 
fed ; and therefore he calls upon us to be glad and rote 
- under the experience of theſe reputed evils, as being 
indeed real goods in our regard, by the manifold fruits 
they produce. Both in time and eternity. 

Conſider 2dly, what theſe fruits are, that proceed 
from ſuffering for Chriſt's ſake, and for his juſtice, 
Fhey are fruits of grace here, and of glory hereafter. 
Theſe kind of ſufferings wean the ſoul from the love of 
this world, and of all its empty toys, and ſhort-lived en- 
28 and give hen a longing deſire after her true 
home, the happy region of truth, and of life; the ſight 
and enjoyment of her ſovereign good. Theſe ſufferings. 
entitle the ſoul to the ſweet conſolations of the Holy 
- Ghoſt, which are uſually beſtowed more abundantly, 
in proportion to the greatneſs of the ſuffering ; accord- 
ing to that of the pſalmiſt (P. xciii. 29.) According to 
| the multitude of my ſorrows in -my heart, thy comports 
have given joy to my * Theſe ſufferings give the ſol 
a reliſh for the crols, and a new kind of love for her 
crucified Saviour. Theſe ſufferings teach her humility, 
meekneſs, patience, conformity to the will of God, 
with all the other leſſons, that are to be learnt in the 


ſchool of the croſs; beſides the happy opportunity 2 
* - 
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afford the ſoul, of diſcharging the debt of puniſhment 
due for former ſins, by offering up to God, and bearing 
in a Chriſtian manner, theſe preſent affliftions. 
Confider gdly, that the principal Fruits of theſe fuffer- 
ings are referved, to be gathered m another life: 
according to that of the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 17, 18. / 
we ſuffer with Chrift we ſhall be glorified with him: For 
the ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory to come, that ſhall be revealed in us. 
And again, 2 Cot. iv. 17. Our preſent tribulation, which 
is momentary and light, worketh for us above mraſure ex- 
evedingly an eternal weight of glory. O look forward my 
foul into this immenſe eternity, and contemplate the 
infinite rewards, that are there laid up, to recompenſe 
our little ſufferings here; and learn to to be glad and 
rejoice, in the experience of theſe ſmall temporal afflicti- 
ons; becaule thèſe put thee in the true way to joys, that 
will never end: and the greater thy fufferings are here, 
the greater will- be theſe joys hereafter. -: . | 
Conclude not to pretend to a life without W 
if thou hopeſt to live for ever with God: but then take 
care, not to draw down theſe ſufferings upon thy head, 
dy any crime: For this would not de affering, for 
Juſtice ſale, Give ear to St. Peter: (1 Pet. iv. 15, 16. 
Let none of you ſuffer as à murderer, or a thief, or a 
railer, or a coveter of other mens things, But if as a 
Chriſtian, let kim not be aſhamed, but let kim glorify God 


in this name. 
|  SBPTEMBER 12. On the virtue of patience. 


( ONSIDER firſt, that patience is a virtue, by which 
C4 webear up with courage and conſtancy underia 
variety of evils, to which we are continually expoſed 
in this mortal life: ſuch as, afflictions, exteriour, or in- 
teriour, ſickneſſes, pains of body, or mind, loſſes, — 
- pointments, want, affronts, injuries, and other croſſes 
of divers kinds, which more or leſs are incident to men, 

in every ſtation of life, and in every part of life, from 
the king to the beggar, and from our childhood to our 
decrepit 
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decrepit age. Now under all theſe evils, the good 
Chriſtian is ſupported by the virtue of patzence, in ſuch 
manner as neither to be over much dejected, or caſt 
down by any croſs accidents, or ſufferings; nor upon 
theſe occaſions to be put out of the road of virtue, or 
hindered from the love and ſervice of God; but ſo as 
Kill to go on with courage, in his way to heaven, carry- 
ing his croſs after his Redeemer, -without murmurin 
or repining. O my ſoul, how lovely is this Chriſtian 
patience! It has even the admirable property of turning 
all the evils of life, into ſo many great and ſolid goods, 
by making them all ferviceable to eternity: and in the 
mean time it makes them both light and eaſy ; and 
ſweetens all that is bitter in them, by ſeaſoning them 
with the conſideration of the holy will of God. 
Conſider 2dly, how much this virtue of patience is 
recommended to us, by the great example of the Son 
of Cod; who as he was never free from ſufferings in 
any yy of his life, ſo he both lived and died in the ex- 
erciſe of patience; and by his patience redeemed the 
world. Then all the Saints and martyrs, as they had 
their ſhare in drinking of his cup of ſufferings, ſo they 
have all run by patience to the fight ſet before them: lock- 
ing on Feſus the author and fimſher of faith, who having 
Joy et before him endured: the croſs, Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
They all in li e their ſouls in their prince, Luke 
xxi. 19, they all in death ſaved their ſouls by pattence. 
Patience a 2 work, ſaith St. James 1. 4. at 


you may be per fett and entire, failing in nothing. He that 
2s patient, ah the wiſe — 4 xiv. 29. 25 govern d 


unf muck wiſdom. And again Prov. xvi. 32, The pati- 
ent man is better than the valiant, and he that ruleth s 

/parit, than he that taketh cities. Palience then is the vir- 
tue of the martyrs, and of all the Saints: patience made 
them martyrs and Saints; patience made them truly 

- wiſe; patience gave them the victory over all their ene: 
mies; in their patzence they brought forth much fruit; 
patience made them 2 Patience brought them to 


_ that incorruptible crown, which is given to none but 
. thoſe who by. patience have lawfully ſtrove Tor it, and 
4 won 
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von it. O bleſſed patience! Let me be ſo happy as to 
find thee, and embrace thee: let me live and die in thy 
company]; | | 
_ Conſider gdly, the abfolute neceſſity of patzence in 
order to our ſerving God here, and ſaving our ſouls 
ſouls hereafter. Palience is neceſſary for you, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Heb. x. 36. that doing the will of God you may 
receive the promiſe. For our life is a — * upon earth : 
and in every part of life we muſt expect to meet with 
trials, conflicts, and ſufferings. Now palience turns all 
theſe to our good: but where patience is wanting, all 
goes wrong; we lin at every ſtep; we cowardly. give 
up the 8 of God, and our ſouls, upon every flight 
occaſion; we withdraw ourſelves from the ſervice, 
which we were happily engaged in; we run from our 
colours, we fall a prey to the enemy. O it is true, that as 
there is no going to Autos but through many tribula- 
tions Adds xiv. 21, fo there is no ſecuring to ourſelves 
that bleſſed kingdom, but by much patience. | 
Conclude to give ear again to the admonitions of the 
Spirit of God. Ecclus, ii. Son, when thou comeſt to the 
ſervice of God, ſtand in juſtice, and in fear, and pre- 
pare thy ſoul for temptation. Humble thy heart, and 
endure—wait on God with patience : join thyſelf to God; 
and endure—take all that ſhall be brought upon thee, and 
in thy ſorrow endure, and in thy humiliation keep pati- 
ence: for gold and filver are tried in the fire + but accepta- 
ble men in the furnace of humiliation. Happy they who 
practiſe theſe leflons! _ 7 $7: 4 RF 
SEPTEMBER 13, On the means of acquiring patzence. 
(CONSIDER firſt, that patience, like all other 2 
things, is to be acquired, by deſiring, by feeking, 
by praying for it: but, by deſiring it earneſtly, by ſeek- 


ing it diligently, by praying for it fervently. ' 1f any 
one want this true wiſdom, 7 kim aſk of God, © / gru- 


eil to all abundantly—and it ſhalt! be groen him: but let 
Lim aſk in faith, nothing wavering, St. James i. 5, 6, 
But how ſhall we heartily dekire, ſeek, or pray, 
for that, which we have little or no eſteem for? 


Whe efore 
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Wherefore the firſt ſtep towards acquiring patience, 
is to ſtudy to know its true value, and the great trea- 
ſures it brings along with it to the ſoul, which is ſo 
happy as to find it:“ Now this knowledge muſt come by 
conſideration, and meditation on the manifold fruits it 
produces, both for this world and the next; here a com- 
pleat victory over all our enemies, peace of ſoul, true 
liberty, and dominion over our 2 with an abun- 
dance of other graces; and hereafter all thoſe ſublime 
rewards, that are promiſed to the conquerors. Apocal. wn 
ai. and iii. To him that overcometh, I will give to eat of ; 
the tree of life, that is in the paradi/e of my God. Apoc. 
ii. 7. He that ſhall overcome, I will make him a pullar in 
28 the temple of my God, and he ſhall go out no more, and I | 
wall write upon him the name of my God, &c, Apoc. iii. 
12. And to him that ſhall overcome, I will give to fit 
| * wth me in my throne, &c. verſe 21. 

Conſider 2dly, that in order to acquire patience, it 

vill be of great ſervice to us in all our afflictions, pains, 

or other 3 to reflect on theſe three points: 

firſt, upon what we have deſerved by our fins; and bow 

very little what we ſuffer is, in compariſon with what 

we ought to ſuffer, if we had our deſerts: adly, upon 
the ſufferings, the Son of God endured for our {wy 
out of pure love of us; and the patience with which he 

endured them: gdly, on the holy will of God, who 

ſends us theſe ſufferings, and ſends them for our great- 
er good; who knows what is beſt for us, and orders all 

things for the beſt, if we leave ourſelves to him. Ah! 
how vain it is for us, to reſiſt his mighty hand! Hew 

fooliſh and finful, not to ſubmit to the diſpoſitions of 
5 him who is infinitely wiſe, and inſinitely good! Sce 
2 my ſoul, what a large field for meditation, is here 
opened to us, in theſe three points? What motives for 
patience under all our ſufferings! 

Conſider gdly, in order to be more in earneſt, in 
ſeeking to acquire the virtue of patience, the manifold. 
evils we are expoſed to by impatience; in a long train 
of {ins againſt God, againſt. our neighbours, and againſt 
þ ourſelves ; which procecd from this unhappy ſource; 

h murmurings 


on © 
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murmurings and rebellions againſt God; uncharitable 
cenſures and raſh judgments, perpetual animoſities, 
quarrels and deſires of revenge, againſt our neighbours; 
2. of our own death, though infinitely unfit for it, 
continual uneaſineſs with ourſelves, deſponding 
thoughts, and a ſtrange ſluggiſhneſs, as to — any 
pains for the ſalvation of the foul. Such are uſually 
the wretched fruits of impatience: and what can be 
worſe? Faith is lulled aſleep, it is quite dead; hope is 
forgot; the. love of God, and of our neighbours, is loſt; 
prayer is neglected; the care of the ſoul flung away. 
And in the mean time the evils, under which we labour, 
inſtead of being redreſſed, become more eee and 
more We | by our impatient reſiſtance of the 
holy will of God; we loſe the benefit of our ſufferings, 
and we forfeit all the comforts, which God uſually af- 
fords to patient Tufferers. Ah! my ſoul, how does this 
impatience make our ſufferings reſemble thoſe of the 
damned, who ſuffer without merit, and without com- 
fort, reſiſting in vain the will of the Almighty. | 
Conclude to pray, and to labour in earneſt for ac- 
uiring the virtue of patience; it will make all thy 
falferings light and eaſy; and entitle them to an eter- 
nal reward. Whenever thou art viſited with any croſs, 
of what kind ſoever, always conſider it as coming from 
the hand of God; preſently accept of it, and. offer it 
up to Jeſus Chriſt crucified, to be united to his. ſuffer- 
ings, to be ſanctified through him, and accepted of by 
his Father, for his own greater glory, and the remiſſion 
of thy ſins. O how happy ſhalt thou be, if under all 
thy iran thou make this thy praftice! b 


SEPT. 14. On the exallalion of the croſs, 


6 firſt, that on this day, upon oc- 
caſion of the recovery of the croſs of Chriſt out 
of the hands of Infidels, and the triumphant ſetting it up 
again in its place, in the church of mount e 
the church of God celebrates the exaltation of him, that 


died for us upon the cro/5, and his glorious triumph 
Vol. Ul. k 22 n n . 
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the prince of” this world (the dev 


ing up our croſſes, and following our erucified King, 
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over ſin and death. and over all the powers of hell; and 
in conſequence thereof the eſtabliſhment of his king- 
m, by which he reigns, by grace at preſent, in the 
fouls of all his fervants throughout the world; and 
thalf reign, in them for all eternity hereafter in glory. 
According to that of St. Jon xii. 31, 32. ſpoken with 
relation to his victory on the croſs. Now 2s the Judg- 
ment, (chat is the condemnation) 7A the world, now ſhall 
the þ i) be caft out. And 1, 
if [be lifted up from the earth, wall draw all things to 
myſelf. Rejoice, O my. ſoul, in the triumphs of thy 
crucified king; and, beg that he would eſtabliſh, his 
reign, in thee; and draw up thy heart from this wretch- 
ed earth, and unite it for ever to himſelf, 
Conſider 2dly, that the diſpoſitions of a Chriſtian, 
in order to celebrate in a proper manner, the feaſt of 
the exaltation of the croſs, ought to be ſuitable to the 
maxims of the croſs, and to the diſpoſitions of Chriſh 
crucified, Diſpoſitions, of ſtanding off from the pride, 
ambition, avarice, and vanity of the world. condemned 
by the poverty, and humility of the croſs; as alſo from 
the love of ſenſual, and worldly pleaſyres, condemned. 
by the mortification of the croſs. Diſpoſitions, of tak. 


even to the death of the croſs, Diſpoſitions, of waging 
a, perpetyal war. againſt that triple concupiſcence, whe 
feparates-worllings from. the croſs. of Chriſt, viz. the 
Who the fleſh, thi uf of: the eyes, and:the pride of ue 2 
itt dying ig, the world, and to gurſelves, we be /zfted ug 
wth Gro fromethe earth; crucified. to the world, and, 
the wortkFto ys; and. thus be entitled. to a ſhare in his, 
exaltation and triumphs. But, O my ſoul; how unfit 
are we to celebrate the victories of our crucified, King, 
over death, fin andhell; whilſt we by pride, ſelf-love, 
and the love of the world, wilfully remain ſlaves tg 
theſe ſamg.cyemies, whoſe uſurpation he ſought to a- 
boliſh, by his death! ; l 

' Conſider gdly, the ſentiments of St. Faul, with rela- 
tion to the croſs.of Chriſt, Gal. ii. 19, 20, with Chriſt I 
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lvelh in ner who loved he ind delivered hemſelf for me. 
Chap. vi. 14. God forbid that 1 ſhould glory, ſave in the 
4 


croſs of our Lord Jus Chrift, by whom the world 33 crus 
eitel to me, and T to the world, He tels the Corid- 


* thians, 1 Cor. ii. 2. That he judged not A 15 thow 


any thing among them but Jeſus Chr, and hai crucified, 
and Chap. * 3, 24. 20 he — nothing but 
Chrift crucified, a flumbling block to the Fews, and fool- 
iſhne/s to the Gentiles; but to the true believers the 
power of God, and the wiſdom of Cd. He pp his 
own conduct as a model to the Phitippiahs, Philtþ. iii. 

17, 18. and warns them, with tears, agaiat all fenſual, 
and earthly minded Chriſtians, whom Ye calts enheαe af 
the of of Chriſt. O how high was the croſs of Chriſt 
exalted in the heart of this Apoftſe? It reigned there 
without controul. And as it as exaited in him, by love 
and eſteem; fo it exalted him here, to the glorious . 
towſhip of the ſufferings of Chriſt crucified; and here- 
after, to that eternal in gdom, Which our Lord has pur- 
chaſed by his ctofs, for all the true friends and follow- 
ers of the croſs. O how happy are all they, who like 
this Apoſtle, are ſincere lovers of che erofs of Chriſt! 

Conclude for thy own praftice, to honour the tri- 


umphs of thy crucified King, by pacing thyſelf at the 


foot of his croſs, and there conftatitly attending to him, 
and ftudying well the leflons de teaches thee from his 
erofs, and entering into all his fentiments. He will 
teach thee to ſubmit to thy eroſſes with patiende, to uni- 
dergo them with "cheatfulnefs, yea to embrace them 
with joy. He will undeceive thee, with regard to the 
falſe maxims of worldly pride, of the 18ve of riches, 
and of fenſual pleaſures; and from his croſs will preach 
to thee his traths, and diſcover to thee the lovel 
charms, that are found in humikhty, poverty of Tpirit, 
comempt of the world, and montification of the feſh. 
His croſs is the ſeool, in which he will teach thee alt 
good, and from which he will not ceaſe to communi. 
ate to'thee all grace; till at length he draw thee up te 
bimfelf, and make thee his own for ever. 
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SEPT. 15. On the preſence of Cod. 
ONSIDER firſt, that it is a moſt certain truth, 


anarticle of faith, whichno Chriſtian can be allowed 
to doubt of, that the great God who made us all, the 
eternal, tanker yl or infinite Majeſty, in whoſe 
compariſon the whole creation is a mere nothing, is 
every where preſent, is truly and really, in every place, 
and in every being; ſo that where ſo ever we are, and 
whitherſoever we go, God is there, and is there with all 
his divine attributes, the whole Deity, the whole Bleſ- 
ſed Trinity is there. Shall a man be lid in ſecret places, 


and I not fee him, faith the Lord? Do not I fill heaven 


and earth, ſaith the Lord? 3 xxiii. 24. And 
Pſalm exxxviii. Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit? Or 
whither ſhall I flee from thy face? If 1 wird. up into 
heaven thou art there, if I , into hell thou art there, 
Sc. And do all Chriſtians know this truth, and yet dare 
to ſin? Alas! they cannot here juſtly plead ignorance: 
becauſe it is one of the firſt things they have been 
taught from their very childhood. But their miſery is, 
they think ſo little of God, or his divine preſence, that 
they quite forget it: ſo that we may ſay to them, with 
regard to the preſence of God, what — ing Baptiſt 
ſaid to the Jews, with regard to their Meſhas (St. John 
i. 26. there hath ſtood one in the midſt of you, whom you 
know not. O how little indeed is this great God known, 
even by too many that call themſelves Chriſtians! 
Conſider 2dly, that God, being every where preſent, 
is witneſs of all our thoughts, words and actions: he 
ſees and hears all that paſſes : nothing can be concealed 
from him: no not even the moſt ſecret motions and 
diſpoſitions of the ſoul. He is the ſearcher of the reins 
and hearts, Apoc. ii. 2g. reaching to the diviſion of the 
ful, and of the ſpirit, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts, 
and of the intents of the heart : neither is there any crea- 
ture mofable in his fight, but all things are > and 


open to his eyes. Heb. iv. 12, 13. It is in vain. then for 
the ſinner to flatter himſelf, like the libertine, men- 


| tioned by the wiſe man, Ecclus. xxiii. 25. &c. that 
ſaith, 


my by PT TY {TY mays 
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faith, thv_/eeth me? Darkiit/s cor me about, and 


the walls cover me, and no man ſceth me, Whom do I fear? 
And in the mean tithe he eonfidereth not; that dafknels 
and light ate alike to the Lord (Pf. eXx&viii: 18:) and 
that At} eyes are far brighter than the fan, 
round about all the ways of men, and the Boithh of the 


deep, and looking into trix hearts, ins the moſt fe xet 


ts. O that men Would always femember theſe 
great truths! = 3 
Conſider gdly, that God is not ohly really preſent 
with us, in evefy place, and ſees all that paſſes; but is 
really preſent wilhin #5; fills ouf whole ſoul, and 1s 
mote truly, perfectly, and intimately in the Very èentre 
of the ſoul, giving, preſerving and maintaining 18 Very 
life and being, than the ſoul is in the body, Which it af 
mates, and to which it gives life and Motion. He 16 
the life of all lives; and the being of all beings; ind 
were he to withdraw his preſence, though it were but 
for one momeht, from any being whatſoever, in that 
moment it would ceaſe to be, and would retufn to its 
ancient nothing. In iim te lite, and move, und be, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Akts xvin 28. 80 that we afe Abt 
only encompaſſed with the Deity on all ſides, as the 
birds are with the air, in which they fly; of the filhes 
with the waters of the ocean; but ate In fuch männer 
penetrated by him, that he fills every part of bur beifif, 
with his whole ſelf; ſo that it is Misty and Mteral 
true, that we are always in him, and he in us. What 
an * then muſt it be to the guilt öf all dur 
at they not only are committed againſt God, 
and before his own eyes; but are committed in Gofl 
himſelf, in whom we live, move; afid be 
© * Coniclude by regretting thy having thought ſo little 
hitherto of the oy of God; by which he is both 
in all places, and in all things, and more Efpetially ih 
the midſt of thyſelf. Reſolve to have this truth ever 
before thy eyes for the time thou haſt yet to teme. O 
let us ſtrive, thy ſoul, to be always with him, who ls 
1 O 3 Sr. 
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SEPT. 16. On the exerciſe of the preſence of Cod. 
CON SIDER firſt, that a lively ſenſe of the pre- 


ſence of God, is a ſovereign means to baniſh ſin 
from the world; to bring the worſt of ſinners back to 
God; to ſpur on the lukewarm, and make them fer- 
vent; and to advance the juſt in all virtue, till it bring 
them to perfection; according to that which God 
ſpoke to his ſervant Abraham, ig xvii. 1. walk before 
me, and be perfedt : as if he ſhould have ſaid; in all thy 
converſation, and in every ſtep thou ſhalt take in thy 
mortal pilgrimage, keep thyſelf in my preſence, by the 
remembrance of me, and thou ſhalt be perfett in all 
virtue. This holy patriarch, and all the ancient fathers 
obſerved this leſſon, of whom it is written, that the 
walked with God, or that they walked in the ſiglit of Cod, 
Gen. xlviii. 13. The Pſalmiſt practiſed the ſame, Pf. 
xv. 5. I ſet the Lord, ſaith he, always in my fight: and 
calls upon all others to do the like, Pf. civ. 4, Seek ye 
the Lord, and be ſtrengthened : ſeek his face (that is his 
preſence) always. This ſame has ever been the prac- 
tice of all the Saints: yea, it is this has made them 
Saints. | n 
Conſider 2dly, that this exerciſe of the preſence of 
God, is to be performed, partly by the underſtanding, 
and partly by the will: for as the bleſſed in heaven 
are eternally employed about God, partly by the con- 
templation and viſion of him, which belongs to the 
underſtanding, and partly by love and fruition, which 
belongs to the will; and by this means they are eter- 
nally 3 , in the enjoyment of this ſovereign and in- 
finite good; and eternally united, both by will, and un- 
derſtanding, to the ſource of all happineſs: ſo the ſouls 
of God's ſervants here upon earth, ought, in both theſe 
ways, to apply themſelves to God, and to be yes | 
about him: and this is done by the exerciſe of his di- 
vine preſence; which employs the underſtanding, in 
the thought and remembrance of him, by means of a 
lively faith, and ſenſe of his being always with us, a 
| WILLING 
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within us; and entertains the will, that is, the heart 
and the affettion, with him, by continually turning it 
towards him, by aſpirations of love, by oblations of our 
whole being to him, and by longing deſires after the 
embraces of him, and of an eternal union with him. O 
how happy is this exerciſe of the preſence of God, 
which by a N application of all the powers of 
the ſoul to God, in ſome meaſure anticipates the im- 
mortal joys of heaven. 

Conſider aa. that in order to learn, and to prac- 
tiſe this heavenly exerciſe of the preſence of God, we 
muſt rid our ſouls of three mortal enemies to this de- 
votion: which are a diſſipation of mind; an anxious 
ſolicitude for the things of this world; and a diſorderly 
aſſection to creatures. Where theſe three, or any one 
of the three, reigns in the ſoul; God is uſually forgot. 
A diſſipation of thought carries the ſoul ſrom home, to 
run after a multitude of vain amuſements, where ſhe 
loſes the remembrance both of herſelf, and of her God, 
Worldly ſolicitude choaks all better thoughts, and ſuffers 
them not to take root in the foul. And the d:/orderly 
afedons of the heart, to any things out of God, turn 
away the heart from God. In order then to practiſe 
this neceſſary attention to the preſence of God, we 
muſt baniſh drfipatzon by recolleclion of thought: we 
muſt overcome worldly ſolicitude, by faith, and confi- 
dence in God, and by a conformity in all things with 
his bleſſed will: and we muſt correct the 1 of 
or r affettions, by turning them from the creature to 
God. 

Conclude to guard againſt theſe enemies, by ſetting 
a watch both upon thy roving imagination, which is 

ever fond of running after butterflies; and thy unwary 
heart, that is ſo eaſily taken in the nets of wanton 
love, or other idle, vain, and worldly afſections: and to 
accuſtom all the powers of thy ſoul to be employed 
about their God, who is to make them happy for eter- 
nity. 
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SEPT. 17. On the. advantuget of this exerciſe of the 
preſence 7 6 EE 


6 firſt, that as the forgetting of God 
| is the ſource of all our fins, fo the remembrance 
of his divine preſence is the ſource of all our good; 
it is of infinite advantage both to finners and Saints. 
It is a ſovereign and univerſal remedy for overcoming 
all-ſorts of temptations; by it's placing the ſoul neat the 
ſource of all light and grace, afid hiding her as it were 
under the divine wings ; and it is putting at the ſame 
time a moſt powerful and effeftual reſtraint upon her, 
from dating to offend that tremenduous Majeſty. For 
who ſhall dare, by fin, to commit high treaſon againſt 
God, who ſees God before him, and himſelf ſurfound- 
ed with God? Or who ſhall dare to affront the divine 
juſtice, who has. a lively ſenſe of it's being ſo very 
hear him; and that it ſtands always turned againſt wil. 
ful ſinners? O it is true, that the conſideration of the 
eye of God being always upon us, has obliged the moſt 
abandoned linners, to put a ſtop at once to their wicked 
ways, and to betake tnemſelves to a life of penance. 
It was the caſe of the famous Thais, who upon this con- 
ſideration, was ſuddenly determined to quit both her 
fins, and the world; and to withdraw hetrlelf into the 
remoteft parts of the Deſart; where mut up in a lone- 
ſome cell, the ſpent the remainder of her days in weep- 

ing, and doing penance for her ſins. | 
Confider 2dly, that a lively ſeuſe of the preſence of 
God, excites us alſo to perform all our works with'due 
perfection, in order to pleaſe him, whoſe eye is always 
upon us: as the maſter's eye makes the ſervant more 
diligent, It helps to purify our intention in all things, 
by 6 rawing it to God. It cures out lukewarmnefs; it 
diſſipates our diſtractions; it teaches us to pray; it makes 
us fervent in all our addreſſes to the divine majeſty; 
it keeps us humble on all occaſions; and perfectly àn- 
nihilates the ſoul ſeeing herſelf placed ſo near to ſo 
great a God. And as the ſoul, that has a due ſenſe 5 
| the 
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the preſence of God, knows that whereſoever he is, he 
has all his attributes with him ; his almighty power, his 
infinite wiſdom, goodneſs and mercy, his perpetual pro- 
vidence, and loving kindneſs for his children, together 
with all the treaſures of his divine graces: ſuch a ſoul 
as this finds, in the thoughts of God's preſence, a ſource 
of unſpeakable comfort 1n all her tribulations, of coun- 
{el in all her doubts, of ſuccour in all her neceſſities, 
and a continual attraftion to the love of him. O how 
ealy muſt it be to a Saint, with ſuch helps as theſe! 
Now all theſe graces, and more, are laid up he thee, my 
foul, if thou wilt duly exerciſe thyſelf in the preſence 
of God. 

Conſider gdly, the practical inferences we ought to 
make, from our faith of the preſence of God: that is, 
what we are bound to do, in conſequence of our be- 
lieving that God is every where, with us, and in us. 
1. God's being every where, requires of us, that we 
ſhould every where take notice of his preſence. For 
can there be an object more worthy of our attention? 
And will he not then be juſtly ollenided if while we 
amuſe ourſelves about every trifle, that comes in our 
way, we let our God, the Sovereign beauty, and the So- 
vereign Good, paſs e 2. God being every 
where preſent, requires of us, both a modeſt comport- 
ment, on all occafions, as to our exteriour: Let your 
modeſty, ſays St. Paul, deri iv. 5.) be known to all men, 
the Lord is nigh: and a moſt profound reſpett, as to our 
interiour, conſidering that infinite mia in whoſe 
ſight we ſtand. g. God being every where ' preſent, 
every where requires our love: for wherever we are, 
we have him with us, who is infinitely lovely, and in- 
finitely loving; infinitely good in himſelf, and infinite- 
ly good to us: and therefore wherever we are, he chal- 
lenges our love. O turn thyſelf then, my ſoul, from 
all theſe earthly toys, to this thy ſovereign good, which 
is ſo near to thee: run to his embraces, and dedicate 
thyſelf eternally to his divine love. 1 
Conclude never to regret thy being alone, ſinee thou 
Hall always in thy company that great God, the ſight 
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and enjoyment of whom is the eternal felicity of the 
Angels. No company can be more honourable; none 
more advantageous; fince thon haft here the inex- 
hauſted ſource of all good. His converfation is moſt 
delightful: the ſweeteſt repofe is to be found in him: 
all other recreations are vain, if compared with this. 


SEPT. 18. On the virtue of obedience. 

N"ONSIDER firſt, that obedience is a virtue, 

VL which teaches us readily to embrace, and diligently _ 
to put in execution, whatever is commanded us, either 


immediately by God himſelf, or by our lawful ſuperiors, 


who have their authority from God, and whom he wills 
and commands us to fubmit to, as to himſelf, and to 


_ dbey for his ſake. 1 Peter ii. 1 3- This virtue, like hu- 


mility her mother, is the ſpecial favourite of heaven; 


- as God has abundantly declared, by preferring 6n ma- 


ny occafions our. cbedience before all other ſacrifices 
we can offer him. Doth the Lord defire holocauſts, and 
viaims, ſaid Samuel to Saul, 1 Sam. xv. 22, 23. and no? 
rather that his voice ſhould be obeyed? For obedience 1s 


Better than ſacrifices, and to hearken, rather than to offer 


the at of rams: becuuſe it is like the fin of witchcraft to 
rebel, and lite the crime. .of idolatry, to refuſe to obey, 
viz. inafmuch as diſobedience gives away from God, 
and makes over to his enemy, the beſt offering our poor 
ſtock can afford, that is our will: now our will he 
hiefly calls for; and whatſoever elſe we gi ve him, it is 


All nothing, * as we refule to give him our will 


by obedience. The ſacrifice of our hearts he calls for, 
and not for that of our flocks, or of any other things 
we can give him without obedzence. | 
Confider >dly, how precious in the ſight of God, 
this virtue of bbedience muſt be; ſince he ſingled it out 
amongſt all virtues, to be the proper exerciſe of our 
firft parents, immediately upon their creation, in the 
earthly paradiſe; that by the acts of it, they might ac- 
ws 5 3 on their Creator, ſhew 


ſeverance 
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ſeverance in obedience, an eternal union with him, 
The happineſs, or miſery, both of them, and of all their 
poſterity, that is, of all mankind, both for time and. 
eternity, was to be determined by their obedience, or diſ- 
obedience. But O the diſmal train of evils, they have 
entailed upon us all, by withdrawing their necks from 
the ſweet yoke of obedience! Evils, that muſt have been 
without remedy, for eternity, had not the obedrence of 
the ſecond Adam ſtept in, to cancel the diſobedience of 
the firſt Adam. According to that of the Apoſtle, 
Rom. v. 19, As by the diſoledience of one man many 
were made ſinners; /o by. the obedience of one man many 
ſhall. be made juſt. The diſobedience of the firſt parents of 
Qur Heſ involved us all in fin: the obedzence of the true 
parent of our- ſpirit, has purchaſed all mercy, grace and. 
ſalvation, for our ſouls. But all this good, purchaſed 
for us by the obedience of the Som of God, is not to be 
ours, but upon condition of our returning to our duty, 
by, abedzence to him, who became the cauſe of eternal /al- 
valion to all that obey him, Heb. v. q. | 9 8 5 5 
Conſider gdly, that all ſuch as have pleaſed God, 
from the beginning, have all heen eminent in the vir- 
tue of obedience. This, joined with /azth, made Abra- 
ham the favourite of God, and pracuredfor him, that all 
generations ſhould be ed in his ſeed. This was the 
virtue of all the patriarchs, and prophets, and of all the 
Saints of God. Rather to die, than not to obey, was 
the general maxim of all the Saints. But the great pat- 
tern of obedience was the Saint of Saints, whoſe whole 
life, from the firſt inſtant of his conceptton till his ex- 
piring upon the croſs, was one continued exerciſe of 
the moit conſummate obedjence, All the thoughts, 
words and attions of his. mortal life were the fruits of 
qbedience: they were all levelled at doing his Father's 
wall, and obeying his. commandments. I came down, 
from heaven, lays he, John vi. 38. not 4 de my aun. 
* well, but the unll of ham that ſent me. My meat is to da 
the will , him, that. ſent me, that I may perfect his work, 
John iv. 34. 4, /eel not my own will; but, the will; of 
ham that ſent me, John v. go. I lay. down: my, life of 


myſelf, 
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my/elf, and I have power to lay it down, and I have pomer 
to take it up Wc This commandment have I received 
of my Father. John x. 18. I have not ſpolen FA my/elf, 
ut the Father who ſent me, he gave me commandment what 
IT ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak, ws xii. 49. 
He humbled himſelf, becoming obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs, Philip. ii. 8. that we might enter in- 
to the like ſentiments of perpetual obedience and hu- 
nulity, verſe 5. And ſhall not this great examp/- of 
the Son of God himſelf inſpire us with an ardent deiire 
of living and dying in the arms of obedience ? 

Conclude, if thou deſireſt to pleaſe God, to offer 
him continually the ſacrifice of thy heart, will, and li- 
berty, by perfect obedience; to God himſelf for his 
own ſake, and to every human creature for God's /ake, 
1 Pet. ii. 13. that is, to all, that have authority from 
God over thee, whether in church, or in ſtate. In 
obeying them thou obeyeſt God; Luke x. 16: In re- 

_ fiſting them, thou reſiſteſt the ordinance of God to thy own 
damnation, Rom. xiii. 2, | | 


SEPT. 19. On the fruits of. obedience. 
ONSIDER firſt, that one of the deepeſt wounds, 


ſin has left in the ſoul of man, 1s a love of inde- 
endence; a deſire of being his own maſter; and of 
Goin: and acting, according to his own inclinations, 
without being controuled, by rule, or law, or by the 
will of any other. Ah! here 1s the ſeat of pride, the 
throne of ſelſ-love, and the ſource of the worſt of our 
paſſions. Now the virtue that heals this wound is holy 
obedience: which ſtrikes at the root of all theſe evils; 
inaſmuch as it caſls down that pride, which always at- 
fects liberty and independence; drives ſelf-love out of 
all its intrenchments; keeps all the paſſions under, oy 
obliging them all to ſubmit to the will and law of God, 
and to the commands of every vicegerent of his; and 
ceaſes not, till it has bound up that 1 el fcuill, and 
laid him as an holocauſt, to burn, and evaporate on the 
altar of God. And are not theſe, my ſoul, moſt _ 
rab le 
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rable fruits, which this bleſſed obedience produces, by a 
reſolute ſubjettion of our own will to the will of God, 
and to every lawful ſuperiour, for God's ſake. : 
Conſider adly, what miſchief is continually produced 
in the ſoul by nal, wherever it reigns; to the end 
thou mayeſt ſet a greater value upon J virtue of obe- 
dience, which gets the victory over this helliſh monſter, 
the ſource of all our vices. Give ear to St. Bernard 
(Serm. g. de Refurre&t. Self- will, ſays he, is a perpe- 
tual enemy to God, it wages a moſt cruel war againſt 
* hun. What does God hate? What does he puniſh 
at any time, but ſelf-will? Take away ſelf-will, and 
there ſhall be no hell: for what is there, that raging 
fire can take hold on but ſelf- will This fury at- 
* tacks the Lord of Majeſty; it withdraves itſelf from 
his command, making itſelf its on maſter and as 
much as lies in it, it robs him of all that is his.“ He 
adds, that it ſets no bounds to its pretenſions, that 
the whole creation cannot ſatisfy its — that it 
* ſets itſelf up in oppoſition to the creator himſelf.“ 
Yes, Chriſtians, but this is not all; where this monſter 
Teigns, it does not only fill the {pul with all kind of evils; 
it even blaſts and corrupts the very beſt of her actions; 
inſomuch that where a man does not ſtrive to overcome 
himſelf, and to ſubdue felf-will; his virtues will be 
found to be falſe and eounterfeit, and all his labours in 
the ſervice of God, or his nei uſeleſs and fruit» 
leſs; as being only the Ictions of his on humour, 
tus pride, and ſelf· love; and not done for God. See 
then my ſoul, how much. it imports thee, to get rid of 
tliy ſelt. will, this mother of all miſchief; and to acquire 
@ perfect victory over it by the virtue of abedience. 
Conſider gdly, the other manifold bleſſings, that 
attend the true children of obedience, as fruits of this 
excellent tree. A life of perpetual obedience, is a per- 
petual victory, over the world, the fleſh and the devil: 
according to that of the wiſe man, Prov. xxi. 28. an 
obedient man ſhall [peak victory: whereas the diſobe- 
dient man is a ſlave to all theſe enemies. Obedience is 
a perpetual ſacrifice, like a whole burnt-offering, by 
Vol III. P END which 
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which a man offers his will, and all its offspring to God. 
It is a daily growing ſtore of virtue and merit: it gives 
a double value to all our good actions; and conſecrates 
the moſt indifferent, ſuch as eating, dripking, ſleeping, 
&c. and makes them highly . e in the. ſight of 
God. It leads us directly to God: and clearly points 
out to us, in every thing, his holy will, the unerring 
rule of all our good. In fine, it brings the foul to a ſe- 
cure and ſweet peace of mind, and to a certain paradiſe 
of contentment, and joy in the Lord, and in the ac- 
compliſhment of his bleſſed will: becauſe the more the 
foul ſeeks, and loves, follows, and embraces, by means 
of holy obedience, this divine will of her God; the more 
ſhe reliſhes his ſweetneſs, the more confidently ſhe 
flings herſelf into his arms, and the more ſecurely ſhe 
leaves herſelf, and all things elſe to his diſpoſal; and 
commits all her pretenſions and intereſts to him. O 
how truly wiſe then are all they, that embrace with 
their whole ſouls this ſweet yoke of obedience! They 
are walking in the royal highway, that leads to peace 
here, and to heavenly bliſs hereafter, 

Conclude to ſet a great value upon this virtue of 
obedience, as the eldeſt daughter of humility, and the 
nurſing mother of all other virtues, In every ſtation 
of life, obey them to whom God has given any au- 
thority over you, as God himſelf; it is his will you 
ſhould do ſo: and he has never ſhewn more remark. 
able judgments, than upon thoſe who have refuſed ta 
obey the authority eſtabliſhed by him, The Son of 
God, during kis whole life, was not only obedient to 
his Father, but alſo to his own creatures, to the bleſſed 
Virgin, to St. Joſeph, to every one in authority, and 
even to his very executioners. O let us learn to imj. 


tate him! 


SEPT. 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR, 139 


SEPT. 20. On keeping the commandments. 


ONSIDER firſt, that there is no ſalvation for 
\ us, without keeping the ten commandments. They 
are a ſhort abſtract of that natural and eternal law, 
which was 1mprinted in the heart of man from the 
beginning, before the written law was delivered to the 
people of God. They were publiſhed by the Almighty, 
in a moſt ſolemn manner, from mount Sina, in the old 
Teſtament; and confirmed by the Son of God in the 
new Teſtament; declaring the obſervance of them to 
be a neceſſary condition to everlaſting life. F thou 
will enter into life, w hw commandments, Mat. xix. 17. 
The keeping of thele he will have to be the teſt and 
proof of our love of him: you love me, heep my com- 
mandments, John xiv. 15. And his beloved diſciple 
aſſures us (1 John ii. 4.) that ke that /aith he knoweth 
him, and heepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him. But he that keepeth his command- 
ments, abtdeth in him, and he in him, Chap. iii. 24. See 
then, my ſoul, that the moſt neceſſa of all devotions, 
is to dedicate thyſelf to the love and obſervance of the 
commandments of God: no devotion: can bring thee 
to God without this. This is that inſtrument with ten 
firings, ſo often recommended by the pſalmiſt, which 
makes a moſt agreeable harmony in the ears of his di- 
vine Majeſty. | 20 
2 Conſider adly, the happineſs, in every kind, that 
always accompanies the keeping God's holy law and 
commandments: as the ſame royal prophet witneſſes 
in many places; particularly in the 118th | pong which 
is full of teſtimonies to this effect. And in the 18th 
plalm, The Law of the Lord, faith he, is unſpotted, con- 
verting ſouls: the teflumony of the Lord is fauthful, giv- 
ing wiſdom to little ones: The juſtices of the Lord are 
Tight, rejoicing hearts ; the commandment of the Lord is 
liglit ſome, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is 
holy, enduring for ever and ever: the judgments 7 the 
Lord are true, juſirfied in ee more to be Sire 
| 3 Ran 
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than gold and many precious flones; and ſweeter than 
honey and the honeycomb. Foy thy fervant heepeth them, 
and in keeping them there is a great reward. What en- 
comiums are here, heaped one upon another, of the 
te and commandments of Cod, under different denomi- 
nations, and of the excellent fruits that grow from the 
obſervance of them! r. The law of God is beautiful 
and pure, withont fpot, or blemiſh; and it has a won- 
derful efficacy to turn the ſoul from fin to God. 2. It 
is faithful, in what it propoſes, and promifes; and im- 
arts the trueſt of all wi/dom, to little ones, that is to the 
umble, who willingly ſubmit their necks to its ſweet 
yoke. g. It is git in every tittle, agreeable to the 
ſovereign reaſon, and carries with it jay to the hearts, 
that embrace it. 4. It is fell of ſpiriinal light, to en- 
fighter the mward eyes of the for}, with divine truths. 
8. It is molt holy, in itfelf, and eomes from the fountain 
of all Holineſi, and makes all them Foy that obſerve ir; 
and endures with them for ever and ever. 6. It is true 
md ie, as being given by the eternal Truth and Ju 
fiice, -and unf 2 its own evidence. 7. It is 
more amiable and dyfreble than all the treafures of the 


univerſe: and more frveet and NE than any thing 
of virtue, grace and merit; and the manifo!d confola-. 
Tons and inward pleaſures, the obferrance of it brings 
0 the ſoul: beſides the ard hereafter, which is in- 
comprehenſible and eternal. | 8 
Conſider , that the obfervance of the commend. 
ments of God, is not only eſſentially neceffary to ſalva. 
tion; and every way admirable in the fruits it produces, 
both for this world and the next; but is indeed very 
fweet, and eafy to men of good will. Our Lord affures 
us, St. Mat. xi. go.*that his yote is ſtuect, and his burthen 
legte and that witead of opprefiing us with its werghr, 
it brings refreſhment aud reſt to our fouls. And St, 
| John {+ John v. 3.) tells us, that this is indeed the cha- 
Hty, or ve of „that we keep his commandments, 
and that dg commandments are not hea Love makes 
lf charigs eaſy, that are done for the ſake of thebeloved: 


and 
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and therefore the true lover of God finds no labour in 
the keeping his commandments: the grace of God 
makes them all ſweet and agreeable to him. O teach 
us, dear Lord, to love thee, and command what thou 
pleaſeſt: thy grace will make all things eaſy and pleaſant, 
that are to be done, or ſuffered, for the love of thee. 

Conclude to ſeek thy happineſs, both for time and 
eternity, in the obſervance -of the law and command- 
ments of God. Nothing elſe can ever . make thee | 
happy. Give ear to the Apoſtle Rom. ii. 9, 10. 9 
Trikulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that 1 
worketh evil... but glory, and honour, and peace to every | 
one that worketh good, 5 


Sep. 21. On Se. Matthew. 


CONSIDER firſt, the wonders of divine grace, in 5 
the call, and converſion of St. Matthew; changed 

on a ſudden from a worldling, a publican, and a ſinner, 

to be an individual companion, and diſciple of Chriſt; 

and not long after advanced to be an Apoſtle, a pillar 
in Chriſt's church; a preacher powerful in word and 
work; a worker of wonderſul miracles, a father and 
converter of nations; an Evangeliſt, or © writer of the 
goſpel; and in a word, a moſt eminent Saint! O! 
glorify God, who bas wrought all theſe wonders, to 
manifeſt to all generations his infinite power, mercy ' - 
and goodneſs; and learn from this example never to 
deſpair of the converſion of any one, how remote ſo- 
ever he may ſeem to be at preſent. from following 
Chriſt. The arm of God is not ſhortened: his power, 
mercy and goodneſs ts as infinite now as ever; he is 
equally both able, and willing, to call poor finners, and 

to convert them to himſelf. But alas! our miſ- 
fortune is, we are not ſo ready, as Matthew was, to 
attend to his heavenly calls, and to correſpond with his 
inſpirations and graces; we prefer the ſitting ſtill in the 
cuſtom-houſe of the world, entangled in many vain, 
and ſinful affections, to empty earthly 75 before the 
niſing up without delay, to follow Chriſt, Who calls us 

3 to 


ibs 


— Matthew, and very probably, 


See the force of good exam 
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to him. O how permiczous are all thoſe aſſections, 
which keep us from Chriſt ! 
Confider, 2dly, the leffons St. Matthew gives us in 
his eanverſion. 2. By bis mamediately rifing up at the 
firſt call, to correſpand, with his heart, with the 
grace of God. How often have we been called to be 
Giſciples of Chi? And have we-ever yet followed the 
call in goodearneft? This Follow den me, with which 
eur Lord called Matthew, is indeed addreſſed by him 


to all Chriſtians; in as much as we ate all called to be 


his followers : far the very name of Chriftans implies 
as much as followers of Cheſt: —— . 
there of thoſe that call themſelves Chriſtians, who truly 
follow in their lives, either the doctrine, or the example 
of Chriſt ? Our Lord was paſſing by, when he called 

that call been neg- 
keed, be might not have favoured him with the like 
ace another time. What obligations then have we 
70 his bounty. and mercy, for his repeated calls to us! 
But what have we not to if we continue to 


2 by ng to cor 
calls! 2. St. Matthew G&ft all to follow Chriſt; quitting 
bis worldly buſineſs, upon which © his hvelibhood de- 
nded ; and whatſoever elſe he feemed to poſſeſs in 
is world: Chrift dees nut call us, to quit the buſineſs 
of our lawful callings, nur to give up at onee all our 
worldly goods: but he infiſts upon out taking off our 
hearts from all theſe things ; and our parting with every 
affection that would keep us from him. He expetts 
we ſhould /el/ow ham, not fo much by our bodily Reps, 
as by giving him the chief place in our affeRtions, which | 
. that Se Manthow, immediately wpon 
| r „that St. w, immediately upon 
his converſion, made a feaſt for our Saviour, in he 
; at which many publicans and finners were pte - 
, Who allo followed aur Lord; St. Mark ji. 15. 
ple; and how one perfet 
Eonverſion draws many others after it. This cbnver- 
Lan of ſouls was a more agreeable SC 
| . charity 
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charity of our Redeemer, than any other entertainment 
St. Matthew could make for him. Chriſtians, reflect 
that the Son of God expetts alſo to feaſt himſelf with 
you, and to be entertamed by you. Behold, fays he, 
Apocalypſe wi. 20. I fland at the gate and knock, rf any 
man ſhall hear my voice, and open to me the door, I will 
come in to him, and will ſup with him, and he with me. 
We entertain Chrift, by inviting him into our inward 
bouſe, and keeping ourſelves at home with him, by re- 
collection, and mental prayer; we feaſt him, by giving | 
him our hearts, by love, by frequent and fervent obla- | 
tions of all the powers of our ſoul, and of our whole | 
being to him: and he feaſts us in * him- 
ſelf to us. O happy feaſt indeed, which is in ſome 
meaſure a foretaſte of the eternal banquet of heaven! 
Conclude to imitate St. Matthew, by a ready com- 
2 with all the divine calls and inſpirations; and 
y not ſuffering thyſelf to be kept from following 
Cbriſt, with thy whole ſoul, either by the cuſtom-houfe 
of the world, or by any of its painted toys, and cob- 
webs. Let thy example ſerve to draw others to him : 
and let the door of thy inward houſe be ever opened 
to him, to entertain him; but kept cloſe-ſhut to all his 
enemies, thy vicious and irregular aſſections. 


— 


Sspr. 22. On the worſhip of God, enjoined by the firſt 
1 commandment. | : | 
9 firſt, that preface to the ten com- 
5 mandments, delivered Exodus xx. 2. I am the 
Lord thy Cad, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
aul of the houſe of baue And learn from thence, 
who it is that enjoins thefe commandments; by what 
authority ; and urgent motives we have to obli 
us to obey lus laws. It is the Lord himſelf who is our 
kaw-piver, the- eternal, immenſe, infinite Deity ; the 
great Creator of heaven and earth; who made us, and 
all things; our God, our brft beginning, and our laſt 
end; aud who ſhall dare refuſe W 
TS, | queſtion 
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queſtion his authority, or any of the manifold titles he 
has to our obedience? In theſe words, he particular 
inculcated the obligation, the people of Iſrael had to 
keep his commandments; becauſe he had delivered 
them out of the bondage of Egypt: how much more 

reſſing motives have we Chriſtians, to oblige us to a 
Arie obſervance of all his divine laws ; becauſe we have 
been redeemed by him, from a ſlavery infinitely worſe 
than that of Egypt, viz. the ſlavery of Satan, ſin, and 
hell; and this, by the precious blood of his only 
Son? | ' 

Conſider 2dly, that thoſe words, I am the Lord th 
God; though not expreſſed in the form of a command, 
inſinuate nevertheleſs the whole duty of man, with re- 

rd to his God: by which, he is bound to worſhip 

im, iſt by faztk, which bows down, and adores God's 
Truth; brings into captivit) every underſtanding to the 
obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor. x. 5. and caſts down every 
proud thought or imagination, that raiſeth itſelf up 
againſt his divine word. 2dly, by hope, which wor- 
ſhips the almighty power, the infinite goodneſs, and 
mercy-of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, id the veracity 
of all his divine promiſes, -by. a firm and conſtant re- 
liance upon him, by building entirely on this rock, and 
faſtening the anchor of the foul in him. gdly, by di- 
vine charity, which offers to God the ſaerifice of our 
heart, which he chiefly calls for, by loving him in all 
things, and above all things. ꝗthly, by the virtue of 
religion, which conſidering God as our firſt beginning, 
and our laſt end, daily worſhips him ix ſhirit and truth; 
by adoration, praiſe, and thankſgiving; by an oblation 
of ourſelves to his holy will, and of all things elſe to 
his glory; by joining in the offering of the great ſacri- 
fice of the death and paſſion of his Son; and by fre: 
quent and fervent prayer. See my ſoul, thou never ne- 
gle any part of this Chriſtian worthip, which thy God 
expetts at thy hands, | 

Conſider gdly, that by this commandment: Thou 

Halt not have ſtrange Gods before me: we are not only 
13 called 
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called upon, to turn away from all falſe Gods, to the 
true and living God: and to renounce all that kind of 
ungodlineſs, which. may any way corrupt his worſhip; 
with ſuperſtition or error; but alſo to make it the great 
bulmeſs of our life, to be truly goal), by a ſerious appli- 
cation of our whole ſouls to the love and ſervice of our 
maker. For what will it avail. us to ne- Gad, tf we da 
not glori him as God, nor ſerve im? Will not this 
be deterntng the truth of God in inj uſtice ? Rom. 1. 6; 
The great end of our creation was to glorrfy God, and 
ro dedicate our whole lives to his ſervice: we have pro- 
perly fpeaking no other buſinefs upon earth:. if we dif- 
charge ourſelves well of this great duty, we are truly 
godly; and fulfil the firft commandment. - But alas! 
how many thouſands are there, that call themſelves 
Chriſtians, who live aud die in a notorious breach of 


and. forgett! 
— 
the wore 
ſhip, thou aweſt to thy by this firſt command- 
ment; and in conſequence of it, to conſecrate the | 
of thy pilgrimage to his divine love and ſervice: This 


| Buyr. eg. On the prohibition of idol-worſtip. = 
1 ONSIDER firſt, that the making or worſhip. 


ping any idol, is alfo forbidden by the divine 


commandments: by which name is underſiood any 
image, or other thing, that is fet-up, to be ſerved, or 
honoured as God, or with any part of divine honour, 
Becaufe our God is a jealous God, and will not allow 
his honour to be grven to any other. As to that kind 
of rdolatry, which conſiſts in the ferving of ftocks and 
ſtones, there is no danger of Chriſtians incurring 
any ſuch guilt as this: becauſe, as it was long a 

told by the prophets (Jai. ii. 18, &c.) that kind of idol 
worſbip has for many ages been aboliſhed, in all na- 


tions, 


%. 
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tions, where Chriſtianity has been preached; by the 
Apoſtles, and their ſucceſſors, the paſtors and teachers 
of the Catholick church. The obs that are more to 
be „ er ey theſe our days, are of another kind: 
viz. thoſe of wicked imaginations, errors and hereſies; 
framed, not by the hands, but by the head, of proud, 
ſelf-conceited men; deluding themſelves, and ſeeking 
to delude as many others as they can, with the inven- 
tions of their own brain, or the ſuggeſtions of Satan, 
which they ſet up, and worſhip for — EEG truths, and 
father upon the word of God; in ſpite of the church 
of God, and its authority, ſo ſtrongly eſtabliſhed, and 
recommended by that divine ws Ah! Chriſtians, 
beware of ever making to yourſelves, or bouwtng down 
yourſelves to any ſuch idols as theſe. But let the truth 
of God, propoſed to you by the church of God, be ever 
the objett and rule of your. faith and worſhip. = 
Conſider 2dly, the danger of another kind of idols, 
formed not by the brain, but by the diſorderly affeftions 
of the heart; which too many; who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, daily prefer before the living God, and ſet 
up in oppoſition to him, in his very ſandtuary, that is 
in the temple of their own ſouls, which at their bap- 
tiſm were conſecrated to God. It is the caſe of all the 
proud and ambitious, who make an idol of their world. 
ly honour: it is the caſe of all the worſhippers of mam- 
mon, the great God of worldlings; and of all the lovers. 
of pleaſure more than of God, All theſe in the lan- 
of St. Paul, are «dolaters: becauſe they all wore 

þ and ſerve the creature rather than the creator, who 25 
bleſſed for ever, Rom. i. 25. And thou, my ſoul, haſt 
thou no ſhare in this kind. of idolatry? Are there no 
idols of this ſort ſet up in thy inward houſe, to confront 
the living God. Is there no predominant paſſion, or 
affeftion there, which takes place of God, by drawing 
thee to offend him? Alas! how often have the very 
meaneſt of worldly toys and vanities been preferred by 
thee before him! And as to that great idol ,/-{/, the 
. - continual object of the worſhip of /clf-love and /elf-roill, 
| alt 
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art thou not daily ſacrificing thy God, and all things 
elſe to this inſatiable monſter? It is well if thou art 
not. 

Conſider gdly, that not only direct :do/atry, but alſo 
all ſuperſtition is forbidden by the firſt commandment. 
Of this crime, all thoſe in the firſt place, are highly 
guilty, who ſeek any knowledge, or cure, help or affiſt- 
ance, from the enemy of God and man; by. making 
uſe of any ſuch inſtruments, or means, as can have no 
effect of their own nature, or any otherwiſe, than by 
his interpoſition. For 1n all theſe caſes, there is a cor- 
reſpondence kept up, and a ſecret compact made with 
Satan, or his agents; and conſequently a high treaſon 
committed againſt the divine majeſty. 2dly, The guilt 
of ſaperſtition is likewiſe incurred by the obſervance of 
Incky and unlucky days, omens, dreams, &c. For all 
thele are the relicks of paganiſm, and ſerve for nothing 
but to delude the foul and lay her open to Satan; ta 
take off her dependance from her God, and his divine 
providence; and to transfer her faith to lying vanities, 
and inventions of the devil. gdly, The guilt of ad 
ſtition 2s alſo incurred, by corrupting the truth of God's 
worſhip, by placing religion in certain empty things, 
that have no tendency to his divine ſervice, or to his 
greater glory; or by eee one's ſelf or others With 
an aſfurance of obtaining miraculous favours, or ſalva- 
tion, by the uſe, or practice of any ſuch things, without 
any manner of warrant, either of the word of God, or 
of the church of God, O beware my ſoul of any 
ſuch errors ! ES ee 

Conclude to renounce in practice every branch of 
idol worſhip, and ſuperſtition. Caſt out of the houſe of 
God, which is within thee, every 1dol, of the head, 
and of the heart; and let the Lord Jeſus reign, with- 
oat any rival, in all the powers of thy foul. ' Have no- 
thing to do with his enemy, nor with any of his in- 
ventions: nor ſuffer his worſhip to be vitiated, with any 
mixture of falſhood and lies. bs | 


SEPT, 
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SeyT. 24. On honouring God's holy name. 


ONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of the divine com- 
C mandment, Exod. xx. 7. Thou ſhalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord 
w2l! not hold him guiltle/s that ſhall take his name in vatn. 
This commandment obliges us to ſhew all reſpett ta 
the holy name of the Lord our God; and not to pro- 
fane it by the heinous crimes of oy (which flies 
in the face of God's infinite majeſty) or of perjury, 
which infults his truth, and makes him witneſs to a 
ie.) O let not ſuch dreadful evils as theſe be ever 
found in the inheritance of Chriſt, or amongſt the pro- 
feſſors of the Chriſtian name! It would be wonderful 
if any nation were ſuffered to continue upon earth, 
Ann encourage, or even tolerate ſuch monſtrous 
guilt. Moreover this commandment forbids alfo all 
profane {wearing and curſing, and all other irreverent 
uſe of the ſacred name of God. Ah! how common is 
this gyilt amongſt Chriſtians! And how diſmal are the 
conſequences of it, in the manitold judgments of 
God, inſlicted in puniſhment of theſe ſins, both in 
this world, and in the next! O true it is: The Lord 
zvill not hold him guzltle/s, that ſhall take the name of 
the Lord his God in vatn. Hence the wile man tells us, 
Ecclus. xxui. 12. A man that ſweareth much ſhall be 
om with iniguν?ĩ, and a /courge ſhall not depart from 
fs houſe. . | : 8 
Conldder 2dly, the different ways by which unh 
py mortals daily violate and profane God's moſt ſa- 
cred name. How they ſwear by it, at every turn; 
-often falſely, often unjuſtly, generally raſhly; and 
reby continually expoſe themſelves to the evident 
danger of that molt enormous fin, of calling in their 
God to be witneſs to their lies. Ah! how often do 
they with equal raſhneſs and profaneneſs, by their cur- 
ſes and imprecations, preſume to cite his divine Ma; 
zeſty, to ſerve them, in quality of executioner, ta 
| CXCCULe 


A 


VOI. III. 
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execute the damnation, which every humour, or paſſion 


\ of theirs pronounces againſt ſome or other of his 


creatures! How often in their madneſs do they pro- 
nounce the like ſentence, and call for the like ven- 
zeance, even upon their own ſouls? How often is the 
Ficred name of God, brought in, even by the better 
fort, without any reaſon, to expreſs every paſſion, 


or emotion of their fouls? Alas what liberty is here 


taken, by theſe worms of the earth, with the tre- 


mendous majeſty of the God of heaven! And ſhall 


All this paſs unpuniſhed? Oh! to what a low ebb is 


Chriſtianity come, when ſo many thouſands of thoſe 
who call themſelves Chriſtians, are more guilty by 
far of profaning the holy name of God, than either 
Turks or Pagans; and even glory in their guilt! 
And thou my ſoul, haſt thou never gone into their 
counſel; or has thy glory never been in their aſſem- 
bly ? O, ſee thou deteſt all ſuch wickedneſs; and re? 
tlaim as many as thou canſt from theſe ways of death. 


And if at any time thou heareſt God's holy name 


thus profaned, lift up thy heart to heaven, and join 
with all the Choirs of bleſſed Spirits there, in adora- 
tion, praiſe and love of his divine majeſty; to make 


what amends thou canſt for all theſe outrages offered . 


to the King of heaven. 22 

Conſider gau. that the great buſineſs of a Chriſtian 
is to glorify the name of God. both by his tongue, 
and by his life. We glorify his holy name by the 


tongue, when we ever praiſe him, and extol his 


mercies; when our words and converſation are always 
directed to promote his glory, and the edification 
of our neighbours. We glorify his holy name by our 
tives, when we live as becomes his children, and his 
people: when our light ſo ſhines before men, that 
they take- occaſion from hence to glorify our Father 
who is in heaven. For as it is written concernin 

witked livers, that through them the name of God. 15 


 bla/bhemed amongſt the nations: ſo the lives of God's 


true ſervants are the ſweet odour of Chriſt in every place; 
| and 
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Er ike other cönmändnte mts, te jette cane Wr Unten 
importance of our ſtrict — — ons it. =Ot Arte, 
hat the religious anne pom hr ly to 
the ordin hd His — > the ſovereign 
means to bring Chriſtian aſter their hort about 
here, to their = and ev ting Sabbat. 8 * 
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times, ate ſtrictiy forbid on theſe days, as hitideattces 
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ave no other intention, in reſting on this day from 
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r — vahity "Roth, luxury, "or - —_ other —_ 
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praiſe and thankſgiving, to the Divine Majeſty. Here 


we are to bewail our fins in his fight, and crade mercy 


for them, through Chriſt's precious blood, here offered 


to God. Here we are to preſent through him our 
prayers and ſupplications, both for ourſelves and for 
the whole world, before the throne of grace. We are 
alſo on theſe days to diſpoſe our ſouls to receive, either 
ſacramentally, or at leaſt ſpiritually, the body and blood 
of Chriſt: to attend to the word of God; to read de- 


. vout books, to meditate on divine truths, and to em- 


ploy a good part of our time in theſe ſpiritual exerciſes. 
Alas! how very little are theſe important duties 
thought on by too many Chriſtians! How many will 
neither ſanttify theſe days, in a proper manner, them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer their ſervants, or others that are about 
them, to ſanctify them? And what a ftrit account 
muſt they give for all theſe abuſes another day | 

Conclude to make it thy buſineſs, that thou at 
leaſt, and thy houſe, may give to God what belongs 
to God, by duly ſerving hum on his own day. This 
diligence will entitle thee, and thine to his bleſſing: 
and thy RC his day will be a powerful means 


" * 


: SEPT. 26. Honour thy father and thy mother, c. 


1 ON SIDER firſt, that next to the precepts, that 


enforce thoſe moſt eſſential duties, which we owe 


| to God himſelf, follows the commandment, of konour- 


ing our parents, as well corporal as ſpiritual, under 
God, and all ſuch as have from God a power over us, 
whether in church, or ſtate. This, ſays the Apoſtle, 
Eph. vi. 2. ig the firſt commandment with. a promiſe: 


 thatit may be well with thee, and thou mayeſt be _ long- 


lived upon earth. Nothing could be more Le to 

nature, to reaſon, and to religion, than this divine pre- 
cept. And we find by many inſtances, how much God 
takes to heart our ſtrict obſervance of it; and how 5 
: 2 d vere 


EVERY: DAY Id rRH IR FEAR. 


vertl he j iſhes; even in this life, He Fanſyfeffore; 
SA by otering in the Jaw, ſueh l are nocorionſly 
oily . to be. cots 10 death Witrut mer 
as by the many — be 3 
22 | . L 
nk qr Se. Isit. Torful,: of viidutif {© hover 
flatter yourſelves, with, the of Sed bien 
ſing, either in this work, dr the- Rot, if YOu m un- 
duti ful. e e nan unn vd 
Conſider ail, moan which the 
law of. Bod requires, from children te cher _ 
For it Joes not merely conſiſt in erin nd were 
ny: but it implies a 2 9 uch reſpeR 
and reverence; e eee en where 
e the holy WII, Anda of God; 
rpetual diſpoſmibn to 
for — * proper aſſiſtances, as well Jtrthoir For 
ral, as in their fpirituat- neceſſities; informuch that dur 
Lord will. not allow of any iy 6 s, made to himfels, or 40 
his temple, to the prejudice of 4 
Which we oe t6 our parents Mart, Av. 9255 
Chriſtians, give car c the admonitihs-of . is diy 
Ghoſt by che wiſe mam Reclis. ni. and I 
What your duty is to your parent, and what" che 
wird of your up witch that duty. Hohodr: 
father in work" and word, and in all fatientef u 
leflng oc come upon thee for Aim; and hiv biaing 
in the latter end. ade, ge „lab 
the 5 Mouſe A the N but the Frog rt J 7 fo 
up the foundation __ t age 5 40 fr 


Ts and griere him not tfe i un 


hy Bow ar in . 1 — Keg 


t nd 1 4 
af bs D amd thy 542 2 


ee in the” ſtr warn —— 2 


13 


— 


honoureth his father, e bs MF 2 


and in the day of his prayer he ſhall be der. He cat 
Aoneureth dis Jaller. 22* a long life, &c. He that 
3 


feareth 


d "thief; ol prscute 


hat honetit ung ſupper, | 


* 5 
W 1 
e a 
* ks "IT; A * 
2 N % 
„ <0 


1 


174 .- MEpITATIONS FOR 


feareth the Lord honoureth- his parents, and will ſerve 
. » them, as has maſters, that brought. htm into the world. 

- Conſider gdly, what the duty is, on the other hand, 
of parents with regard to their children; and ſo in pro- 
portion, of other ſuperiors with regard to. them, that 
are committed to their charge. For their obligation is 
greater than many apprehend; and their own eternal 
welfare, as well, as that of their children, or ſubjetts, 
abſolutely depends upon their diſcharge of it. It is 
true; they are not to negleU the care of their temporal 
well-being, as far as is conſiſtent with the fafety of 
their ſouls; but they muſt take much more to heart 
their everlaſting ſalvation: and therefore from their 
very childhood, they muſt give them an early know- 
Jedge of their Chriſtian duty, and infli] into their ten- 
der minds the fear and love of God: th mult acctif- 
tom them to 22 and muſt teach them how to pray: 
they muſt make them ſenſible of the neceſſity of their 
breaking their own will, of their curbing their paſſions, 
and denying themſelves, if they would be happy, either 
here, or hereafter. In a word, they muſt remove far 
from them all the occaſions of ſin; and procure thein 
all the helps they-canto eſtabliſh them in Chriſtian piety. 


O how ealy it would be for parents to bring up annits.; 4-4 my 


for heaven, if they would be diligent in putting. all thrs 
in practice! But alas! bow many rather train up their 
children for hell, by abandonirg them from their child- 
hood to their own corrupt inclinations; and inſpiring 
them with the maxims of the world, the fleſb, and the 
deri? | r en 
Conclude to diſcharge thyſelf diligently of thy re- 
TpeRtive duty, whether of a child, or of a parent, of a 
nadel, or of a ſuperior, according to the ſtation, in 
which God has placed thee. Paſs not over this matter 
too lightly, in the examination of thy conſcience; as 
too many, do, who flatter themſelves with a falſe ſecu- 
rity, whilſt they live and die in the neglect of thele 
great relative duties. 5 2 


7 


Ste. 


- 


* 
* 
k a 
> 
* » 


- k 
3 
4 


Lord would have all Chriſtians to under 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR 275 


: Sxxr. 27. Thou ſhalt not hill. 


ONSIDER firſt, that this commandment does 
not orfly forbid all wilful murder, unjuſt ſhedding 

of blood, beating, or doing any thing "Me. that m 
-haſten one's own, or any other perſon's death: but x 4 55 
ſo all thoughts, that have any tendency that way, all 

wiſhes or Leſres of the death of any one, whether 
through malice or envy, or for ſome temporal conve- 
niency, or intereſt ; as alſo all manner of hatred, and 
rancour of heart, to any one living. For it is written, 
1 Zokn iii. 15. WWhoſorver hateth his brother. is a mur- 
deter; and you know that no murderer . hath eternal lije 
abiding in him. Chriſtians, look well to yourſelves, 
and carefully examine into the true ſtate of your inte- 
Tipur, in this reſpect. You have perhaps - hitherto flat- 
tered yourſelves, that you had nothing to reproach your 
conſcience with, on the ſcore of the horrible fin of mur- 


_ : der: but have you never wilfully entertained any ha- 
ted, envy or malice to your neighbours? If you have; 
- know, that all this is like murder in the eyes of God. 
O take heed of living in any ſuch malicious diſpoſitions 


to any one perſon upon earth; leſt you ſhould be ex- 
.cluded thereby from any ſhare in eternal life, to which 
murderers have no title. 

Conſider 2dly, how the Son of God himſelf has ex- 
plained to us the extent of the obligation of this com- 
,mandment, Matt. v. 2 2. &c. You have heard, faith he, 
. that it was ſaid to them of old: Thou ſhalt not kill; And 
. whoſoever ſhall kill ſhall be in danger of the Fog 4 
. But I jay to you, that whoſoever is angry with his brother 
ſhall be in danger of ae Judgment. And whoſoever ſhall 
Jay to has brother Raca (a word expreſſing indignation 

or contempt) ſhall be in danger of the council (a higher 


and more ſevere tribunal) and who/oever Mall 8 , thou 
4 


o0l, { be in danger of hell-fire. ch our 
2 24 and, that this 
divine law was not only defigned to reſtrain the band 


Trom killing, but alſo the heart from wilfully emertain- 


ing 


E. 
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ing the pa aſſion of anger, or the deſires of revenge: 


and much more from ſuffering our wrath to break out 
into words of indighation or eontempt; much leſs into 
downright affronts, and injuries, which might either 
rob our neighbour of his höhout, or of the eace of his 
8 or as it toe commonly happens, of the grace of 
3 provoking him as to paſſſon-and fin, - - 
der gdly, how the Holy Ghoſt alſe dechivs 
Welt in like manner againſt this murdering crime of 
— and revenge; Eeclus: xxviii. Jie that ſecketh to 
fevenge um fel. faith he, ati nd vengeance from ile 
Lord, and he will fardy herp Ins fins in remembrance. 
Ps 8 E led ty anger azarnft another; and doth 
god 725 hath no merry on a 
po 2 himfer dnd 25 he intreal for his own fins? 
He that is but fleſh 1 anger and with What face 
doth he ft Jorgidene/s of God? Whe ſhall ol lain pat- 
aon for his fins f. Fo) gere rigs -ntryAabour if he have 
hurt thee; 227 then fall, iy frns be forgiven to thee 
when thou —— Rotealer thy- laſt things, and 
tet enmily ceaſe, —— Remember the ſear of God, and 
he not — thy neiglbon f. Remember the covenant 
5 the J gh, and oueHook the ignorance of thy neigh- 
ar.  Refra: Ons e a thou alt uinunſh * thy 
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SkEPr. 28. On [piritual murder, 


ONSIDER firſt, that there is another kind of 
murder, beſides that which deſtroys the body, v:z. 
the murdering of the foul, by bringing upon it the 
death of ſin. A crime moſt heinous in the eye of 
God; and moſt pernicious to the ſouls of men; and 


yet moſt common amongſt Chriſtians. Of this kind of 


murder the devil was the firſt author; by who/e envy 
death came into the.world : Wal. ii. 24. and who was 4 
murderer from the beginning. _=_ vii. 44. by ing 
man into deadly fin, 1. | hey follow him, and 
are on his fide, and even take him for therr father, who 
leck to fulfil 4s deferes, by involving their neighbours 
in the guilt of fin, which when compleated getteth 
death, James i. 15. Ah! how common are theſe 
Kinds of murders! and how many ways are they daily 
committed? by alluring or enticing others to evil; by 
word, or work; dreſs or carriage; or by provoking 
them to it; or by teaching.them the evil th 

not before; or by engaging them in dangerous diver- 
ſions, and converſations; or, which is the moſt com- 
mon of all, by authorizing ſin, and encouraging, and 
inviting men to the committing it, by bad example. 
And what is all chis, but murdering as many fouls, as 


there are perſons, to whom one has voluntarily given 


occaſion of mortal ſin. ESSE Tet. 
Conſider 2dly, how grievous a crime this murdering 


of ſouls muſt be in the ſight of God; ſince it defeats, 
as much as lies in man, the great bufineſs, for which 
God ſent his on Son upon earth, 22. the ſalvation 
of ſouls, which he takes ſo. much to heart. It daringly - 
promotes the intereſt of Satan, that arch- rebel, and 
Jets up his ſtandard againſt that of Chriſt: it encourages 


deluded mortals to follow that enemy of God and man, 
rather than their Creator and Redeemer: it debauches 
as many of God's ſubjects from their allegiance, as it 
draws ſouls into fin: it even treads under foot the pre- 


eious blood of Chriſt, and makes void his paſſion and 


death, 


ey knew - 
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death, b eauſing thoſe ſouls to periſh eternally, fe? 
whom briſt died. What a complication is here of 
h treaſons againſt the Divine Majeſty! How mani- 
10d and how enormous a guilt! And what can ſuch 
bc and murderers as theſe expect from God, but 
rhe moſt dreadful of all judgments, if they do not pre- 
vent them, by a Tpeedy and ferious converſion, and by 
endeavouritig to make the beſt feparation they are able; 
eſpecially 'by reclaiming -as many ſouk as the can 
From Satan and Tin, and reconciling them to G. 
Conſider gdly, the nels of this evil of "ri. 
Kea! murder, from anbther head; that is from the miſ- 
Thief it does to man; and the Aima conſequences it 
britigs' after it, both for time and eternity. The mur- 
der of 3 is certiinly a moſt heinous fin, and one 
vf the that can be committed between man and 
man; Kren ents io heaven — eante. But then 
It only reaches the body, whic e meaner part of 
Man, and which by its London ul otherwiſe fper> 
ily periſh: it does not touch the immortal ſoul; it 
Toes not extend to eternity. But /pira/val murder kills 
the foul, by robbing it of the grace of God, which is its 
True life; it ſeparates the-ſoul'from God, and condemns 


It to an'eternal - nion from _— it brings upon it 
A ſecond and « ng death; it tore es both foul and 
into the flames a bell. w loudly then muſt. 


the blood of fo many un fouls, a A are daily 
ſent to hell by theſe / — — murders, cry to heaven 
Tor ven md Aga murderers! 

Confade to — well to thy ſelf that thou Hover have 
any ſhare in this enormous ꝑu le of ſpiritual murder, 
wing occaſion to any oller $ ſin. For why thou] 
thus declare war agaihft heaven; fliruſt thy: _"_ 
bours ſoul into Hell; and bring upon thy bwn Head u 
multiplied damnation; even as many hells, as thou haft 
drawn ſouls i into ſin? | f 


Sgr. 
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(CONSIDER firft, that on this day, the church of 


God celebrates the feſtival of St. Michael, and. of 


all the heavenly haſt of Angels and Archangels, Che- 
rubims and Seraphims, and the reſt of the orders of 


bleſſed ſpirits. Wherefore the devotioh of this day, 
is: Firſt to join with all theſe heavenly choirs, in giv- 
ing glory, praiſe and thankſgiving to God: who created 
theſe angelick ſpirits. to. glarify him; and who has in- 
ſpired them all with an unſpeakable love for us; and 
has ſent them to miniſter for us, in order, ta our. receiv. 


ing the inheritance of /alugtion, Heb. i. 14. 2dly,, We, 


ought on this day to. congratulate with theſe heavenly. 
citizens, and their great leader St. Michael; theſe friends 
of Cad, and ol. us; and to rejvice. in their eternal hap. 


ineſfs. adly, We ought to aſſociate aurſelves with 


em, in order jointly to promote the common cauſe of 


our common maſter; that is, the greater glory of God, 


and the advancement of his diving ſervice and love 
e 
bis rebel angels. O Chriſtians. *, how. glo- 

rious is N cauſe, in which both, we 2 they axe. Cle 
gaged! And how advantageous is it for us, to have ſuch 
auxiliaries in this great warfars! . - 


a - 


| Conlider 2dly, what lefſons we haye to learn, from 
the behaviour of theſe. bleſſed.ſpizits, fram the ſirſt mo, 


ment of their creation; and.what.we are to imitate in 


thay. They no eee 
turned to their Creator, by. adoration. and love; an 


dedicated themſelves eterpally 4% bim. We were made, = 


for the ſame end as 1 that is, to glorify God;. 
and like them, were ſtrittly . obliged to turn to aur 


Creptor, as ſoon as we were capable, of knowing him, 
and to dedicate our hole being to his love. and ſetvice. 
But hade we one o Have we;not. zather like Luci. 

allociates, 22 away” from God, at 


er 


fer; and his 


* 
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an ect before him? The good Angels are perpe - 
tually attentive to God; whereſoever they are, or 
whatever they are about; their eye, and their heart is 
always upon him: they are perpetually jealous of his 
* honour, and ever labouring to procure, not their own 
glory, but the glory of their great king. Do we imitate 
them? Is the eye of our ſoul turned towards God in all 
our „ 7 250} Are we always ſeeking his greater 
glory? If fo, like the Angels, whereſoever we are, and 
' whatſoever we are doing, we ſhall in ſome meaſure 
have heaven with us, even here upon earth. 5 
- Conſider gdl from the goſpel of this day, St. Mar. 
xviii. what kind of exerciſes of virtue, are to bring us 
effectually to the eternal ſociety of the Angels. We 
muſt be converted from the corruption of pride, which 
caſt the devil out of heaven, and become as little chil- 
dren, by innocence and humiſity, or we ſhall have no 
' ſhare with the good Angels in the kingdom of heaven. 
There is no roam for pride in that bleſſed ſociety : the 
devil is the king over all the children of pride, Job xli. 
25. There is no room there, for any that wilfully aſ- 
fociate themſelves with the rebels, (that have been caſt 
out from thence) by corrupting others; ox ſuffering 
them ſelves to be corrupted, and drawn away from their 
allegiance; 1 giving, of taking /candel againſt their 
own ſouls. The true way to arrive at the happy com- 
pany of the Angels, is humility, innocence, and pu- 
rity. If we would come amongſt them, we muſt 
Cleanſe 1 all defilement of the fleſh, and of 
the ſpirit, gee ing holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. or nothing that 1s  defiled, ſhall enter into 
that bleſſed city, where" they dwell for ever. Revel- 
xxi. 27. 4 | A an | 5 
: Cocndidls ſo to honour St. Michael, and all the good 
Angels, as to imitate their fidelity to their God; their 
conſtant attention to promote his glory; and their con- 
ſtant oppoſition to all the enterprizes of his enemy. 
The name of Aſichael ſignifies who ts like God? Let 
this be your motto in alt yaur ſpiritual warfare; at alt 
nes 
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times keep cloſe to God, and he will keep cloſe to ydu: 
prefer his honour before all other conſiderations; and 

e will /heedily op Satan under your feet; yea, he will 
enable you to walk upon the aſp, and upon the bafiliſt, 
and to tread the lion and the dragon, Pl. xc: and 
nothing ſhall have power to hurt you; 


SEPT. go. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 


| S firſt, that by this commandment, is 
forbidden in the firſt place the heinous crime of 
adultery: as not only direttly contrary. to chaltity, but 
to juſtice alſo, in the higheſt degree; as carrying-with 
it one of the greateſt injuries, that can be done to-one's 
neighbour; and violating an indefeaſible right, con- 
firmed 11 him by the law of God, and of nature; and 
withal profaning the ſanctity of the matrimonial con- 
tract, and breaking through the ſolemn vows, of mu- 
tual fidelity, annexed to it. But though adultery be the 
only crime here named, it not being neceſſary to rec- 
kon up in particular all the ſhameful ſins of luſt, yet at 
is not the only evil forbidden by this commandment; 
which moreover condemns and prohibits all manner of 
uncleanneſſes, whether committed by, or with, married 
perſons, or ſingle; and much more all. other unnatural 
ſins of luſt, committed upon one's ſelf, or with any 
other; as alſo all abuſes of the marriage - bed, by any li- 
berties contrary to the ſanktity of it, or diſagreeable to 
the end of this holy inſtitution. O how odious are all 
theſe impurities, in the ſight of God, and his holy an- 
gels, before whoſe eyes they are committed! What 
dreadful judgments have they often drawn down from 
heaven! at black and may flames 7 
the puniſhment of them in hell! O my ſoul, let us ever 
fly and abhor all theſe abomi nations TREES 1 He. 
Conſider adly, that by this commandment, (as ex- 
plained by our Lord himſelf, St. Matt. v. 27, 28. Gc.) 
are not only forbidden all thoſe groſſer ſins of unclean- 
Vor. III. | . 8 2 neſit; ö 
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nefs; but alfo u other kinds of immodeſtics, which 
have any Tanner of —— towards thoſe gremer 
errmes, even to every — neg of the eye, and 
every impure — the rt. Ton Rue rar, 
teich our Lord, that # was fd to them gf off, Thou 
lt not commit „ but T fey to you, thet who)o- 
ever looketh to a woman to luſt after hath already 
' commatted adultery with her in his heart. If then we 
would be „ the Hivine law commands us, 
we muſt, with holy job, put a reſtraint hoth upon our 
eyes, end mand tandmagmations, leſt death 
enter into ou ſoul by thole Windows. I mad u cove- 
Tent, Tarth he, with Try eyes, Heat I D πν⏑νuA not Jo much us 
think a Urry mn, xx. 4. tft, as he attfls, Tod 
above wie have mo part an kim. How much more 
does this commandment forbid all loofe difcourfe, un- 
chaſte words and ſongs: which not only demon ſtrate a 
heart, in them, that take delight in talking of 
ſuch matters, which St. Pal would _— fo much 
as once named :amongt Chriftians v. g. {for 
out of the ubwntamer / the treatt l. wont Nad 
Mart. x11. g.) but lo fpread the infection amongſt 
their Irs, to corrupt them alſo, by lng *therr 
minds and hearts with foul 1 ions, and 1 
effeftions? O how common, anf how dreatfful is this 
evil! and how many ſouls owe their damnation to it? 
Ah! it is too true, thateo!-communications ci 7 
manners; and that thoufands df Chriftians "Toke 
innocence, and are matte a ſacrifice to Satan by means 
If ſuch led difcourfes, and corrupt. converſations. 
Conlider gdy, that if this eommandment is deſigned 
lay a reſtraint upon our eyes, upon our thoughts and 
Smaginations, upon our withes and -defrres, and upon 
dur words and converſations; how much more upon 
dur actions; by — 3 and prohibrting All carnal 
liberties, all wanton Phy, | — Au all im- 
modeſt enibraces, Gr. all which violently tend to defile 


both foul and body with duft O Chriſtians deceive 
wet yourſelves; all ioeſe Ubertics are criminiil; 3 
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ſuch are loudly condemned in the word of God, Gal. v. 
19. and Eph. v. g. 4. as abſolutely excluding all that are: 
guilty of them from any inheritance in the kingdom of 
od, | 
Conclude, if you deſire to have any ſhare in Chriſt, 
and in his eternal inheritance, to keep your ſouls and 
bodies pure from the defilements.of luſt. In order 
thereunto, be exact in obſerving the rule our Lord has 
mou you, Matt. v. 29, 30. viz. of avoiding all occa- 
ons, that may expoſe you to the danger of luſt, how- 
ever agreeable, or dear they may be to your natural 
inclinations; or however neceflary they may ſeem to 
2 For what can be more dear or neceſlary than a 
and or aneye? And yet we muſt part with theſe, ra- 
ther than loſe our fouls, Apply this rule to all ſuch 
company or converſation, to all ſuch books or enter- 
tainments, to all ſuch plays or diverſions, to all ſuch 
ſhews or comedies, as are apt to fill your minds with 
impure thoughts, or . to endanger your chaſti- 
ty; and let neither the example, nor the invitations and 
perſuaſions, nor the authority of any one living, pre- 
vail on you to tranſgreſs this divine rule; or to tling 
yourſelves into the jaws of this infernal dragon of luſt; 
which in all ſuch places and occaſions, lies in wait to 


devour your ſouls, 


- END or vol. 111, 
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